TH 


MMi 


i 


BAPTIST MAGAZINE 


AUGUST, 1846. 


MEMOIR OF MRS. ROGERS, ) 


SEVENTY YEARS A MEMBER OF THE PARTICULAR BAPTIST CHURCH, NOTTINGHAM. 


Es BY THE REV. TH 


_ A recorp of the trials and mercies, | 
he failings and excellencies, of the 
: most unobtrusive Christian, must con- 
vey some lessons that a religious mind 
will not willingly let slip. Especially is 
this true when; for a long series of 
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OMAS WHEELER. — 


under the roof of her maternal grand- 
parents. The good old people laboured 
to train up the child in the nurture and 
admonition of the Lord. To their truly 
religious lives, and to frequent inter- 
course with their minister, must be 


3 years, ithat Chriskine has had to catrogels | ascribed the fact, that very early in life 


th stian profession. During 
r was the. a of this 


Mrs. Rogers manifested a disposition 


| favourable to the reception of the gos- 
| pel. Under the preaching of Mr. Hopper, 


whose ministry her relatives attended, 
this feeling was augmented; and, by the _ 


| blessing of God, led to a change of heart. 
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tent conduct, than that profession which 
is made in maturer years: in the first 
case, habits have to be formed; in the 
second, they have to be subdued. Under 
the management of her grand-parents 
she was carefully trained to habits 
of industry and prudence; and as her 
employment was principally sedentary, 
she was accustomed to have before her 
Watts’s Psalms and Hymns, committing 
many of them to memory, the recollec- 
tion of which she retained to the end of 
her life. A few years after she had joined 
the church, she had the pleasure of see- 
ing her mother follow her example, and 
become a member of the same church. 
In 1786, being then in her twenty-fifth 
year, she was married to Mr. Rogers, a 
framesmith, of Nottingham. As he was 
a widower with three children at the 
time of his marriage with her, she was 
called upon to enter at once upon the 
management of a family, and displayed, 
in the discharge of these new duties, 
more than ordinary energy and decision. 
The character of her husband, gentle 
and yielding to a fault, benevolent, 
without suspicion that his good nature 
might be imposed upon, the increase of 
her family, and the reception into the 
house of several apprentices from a low 
grade of society, of turbulent and law- 
less temper, all tended to augment. this 


disposition, until her character seemed to 
exhibit more of the qualities which mark 
the sterner sex than of those by which 
females are in general distinguished. 
Yet there was in her a kindness of dis- 
position, and a readiness to pity and 
assist the needy, that a casual observer 
would not detect. Endowed with quick- 
ness of perception and soundness of 
judgment, combined with inflexibility 
of purpose, Mrs. Rogers at once per- 
ceived that, with men in her house like 
those of whom we have spoken, it was 
absolutely necessary for their welfare, 
and the welfare of her family, that some 
one must command order, and with 
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firmness maintain it. Mr. Rogers’s dis- 
position made him passive under almost 
any evil, and led him to avoid the 
exercise of an authority that manifestly 
devolved upon him. His wife was, 
therefore, compelled to take up the 
reins; and with masculine energy she 
bridled in the impetuous feelings of her 
unruly household. Her domestic disei- 
pline, though wearing an aspect of 
severity, was beneficial to more than 
one temporary member of her family; 
while her firm decision, and uncom- 
promising deference to the gospel, will 
be remembered by her children with 
gratitude to the end of their days. 

In 1792, a minister’s meeting was 
held at Nottingham for the purpose of 
considering the duty of Christians to 
make greater efforts to spread abroad 
the gospel. It was attended by Mr, 
Fuller, Mr. Sutcliff, &c., and Dr. Carey 
preached his memorable sermon from 
Isaiah liv. 23.. As this sermon was 
preached in the chapel which Mrs. 
Rogers frequented, she went to hear it, 
and the impression it produced never 
wore out. A few months before her 
death she was talking of the service to 
the writer of this notice. Parts of the 
sermon she then distinctly remembered, 
and gave an interesting description of 
the preacher’s person, and the impres- 
sion his discourse seemed to produce 
upon the audience. 

Though having to meet the duties 
which a young and increasing family 
necessarily bring, Mrs. Rogers was al- 
ways marked by punctual attendance 
at the house of God ; nothing but posi- 
tive illness prevented her from meeting 
with the Lord’s people in their public 
worship in the sanctuary. She was, - 
too, anxious to be a fellow-worker with 
them in promoting the kingdom of 
Christ. Her house was open for the 
reception of the ministers, and for many 
of them she entertained a devoutesteem. 
Medley, Sutcliff, 


” 


MEMOIR OF MRS. 


Pearce, and Ryland, she always men- 
tioned with peculiar regard. They had 
ministered to her in holy things; and 
years after they had been called home 
to their reward, the truths they had 
proclaimed often soothed to rest her 
troubled mind. Turning from the 
thought of her intercourse with these 
great and good men to those who now 
fill their places in the church, the old 
lady would often say, “They are but 
pigimies now ; there were giants then.” 
To Mr. Hopper she was always warmly 
attached, and when circumstances led 
to his resignation, her friendship for 
him still continued. Her pathway 
through life was checkered by the inter- 
mixture of adversity and prosperity ; 
but her firmness never failed, and her 
confidence in the goodness of God no 
trouble could shake. She had her full 
share of trials ;—to endure the loss of 
some of her children, who died in 
infancy, to witness the reprobate con- 
duct of part of her household, and the 
mortification to find her husband’s good 
nature imposed upon by the craftiness 
of dishonest men. Yet these were met 
by opposing mercies. She lived to see 
most of her family grow up to maturity; 
and as one by one they passed over the 
threshold of home, for themselves to 
buffet with the storms and struggle with 
the antagonism of the world, they 
turned to her with renewed gratitude 
and increased love to thank her for 
the habits of prudence and industry, 
piety and carefulness, which had been 
formed under the influence of her pre- 
cept and example. In April, 1829, she 
had to endure the loss of her youngest 
daughter, who had reached the age of 
twenty-five, and upon whom she looked 
as a companion through life. This was 
a severe stroke ; but she was enabled to 
say, “Thy will be done.” But this was 


only the beginning of sorrows. In 1830) 


ned fit to the great Ruler of all to 
x of her husband, an event to 
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which she had long looked forward, and 
under which she was mercifully sus- 
tained. She had the pleasure of seeing 
him die a penitent, trusting in Christ 
alone for salvation. Left now to finish 
her journey alone, her thoughts and 
conversation became more exclusively 
directed to the world to come; so much 
so, that in her latter days topics of a 
religious kind were almost the only 
ones on which she would freely con- 
verse. She had lived during the strug- 


gle of America for independence, the — 


foundation and rise of our Indian 
empire, and the convulsions of Europe 
by the French revolution. Wars and 
rumours ‘of wars, during many years of 
her life, had engrossed every body’s 
thoughts, yet though possessed of a 
tenacious memory, and often sketching 
with vividness scenes of by-gone days, 
these topics were never alluded to by 
her, or only in answer to some direct 
question respecting them: they were 
not subjects congenial with her mind, 
and gave her but little interest in their 
review. 

In a large family all cannot be equally 
successful through life, and Mrs. Rogers 
lived to see her children occupying 
different positions in the world, though 


they were alike as children to her. | 


In the year 1842 she went to the jubilee 
of the Baptist Mission, held at Ketter- 
ing, and was one of the two persons 
there who had heard Dr. Carey’s famous 
sermon. She saw the first seed sown, 


and God had spared her to witness the —— 


promise of an abundant harvest. It was. 


to her a season of great joy, and of 
thoughtful retrospection; a scene of - 
which she often spoke, and as few could 
speak, in contrast with the one she 
witnessed fifty years before. For years 
her strength had been declining, and 
she would often say that her days were 
few. God gave her one other blessing ; 
she lived to see ten of her children join 
the church of Christ, and sixteen of her 
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grandchildren, the piety of all of whom 
might, in some sense, be traced home to 
her as its first human cause. On the 
28th of March, 1844, her eldest son 
died, after a short illness, and Mrs. 
Rogers received a ‘shock from which 
she neyer recovered. In the fall of the 
same year she was confined to her bed, 
and her rapidly decreasing strength told 
that her end was near. Throughout 
her life she had been held in bondage 
by the fear of death, and for the 
last fifteen years had wished to die 
suddenly, fearing that by a long ill- 
ness her patience would be exhausted. 
But, it is pleasing to relate, her 
fears were entirely removed + though 


without all was suffering and struggle, - 


within all was sunshine and_ peace. 
November 30, 1845, was the day of her 
death—a sabbath—and the dying Chris- 
tian gathered up her expiring energies 
to express a wish that her servants 
might not be prevented from attending 
the public worship of God. Full of con- 
fidence and hope, she gently fell asleep 
in Jesus, having just entered on her 
eighty-fifth year, “a shock of corn fully 
ripe in his season.” She was one of 
those Christians who, from their own 
family, produce Christians, and was 
highly and deservedly esteemed in the 
locality where she dwelt. Her friends 
and children in her find proof “that 
the memory of the just is blessed.” 
Norwich. 


REMINISCENCES OF HIS OWN LIFE, BY THE LATE REV. J. FOSTHR. 


Iy his Essay on a Man’s Writing 
Memoirs of himself, Mr. Foster pro- 
posed that a man should review his past 
experience occasionally, “endeavouring 
not so much to enumerate the mere 
facts and events of life, as to discrimi- 
nate the successive states of the mind, 
and to trace the progress of what may 
be called the character.” That he ever 


attempted.to do this formally himself, 
1 _but in his letters 
to his friends, contained in the interest- | 


we are not informed ; 


ing volumes just published, much of his 
mental history is disclosed. Some ex- 
tracts from these, written at different 


estimable years nearly lost to my own 
happiness, to social utility, and to the 
cause and kingdom of Christ! I often 
feel like one who should suddenly awake 
to amazement and alarm, on the brink 
of a gloomy gulf. Iam scarcely able to 


retrace exactly through the mingled . 


dreary shades of the past, the train of 


circumstances and influences which have _ 


led me so far astray; but amid solemn 


reflection, the conviction has flashed — 
upon me irresistibly, that I must be 


fatally wrong. This mournful truth 
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has indeed many times partially reached _ = 


/ me schetonen) ~ nba 80 decisively, nor 
Henode and at times when he had been | earn * 
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but loss that I might win Christ and 
be found in him. It is true indeed that 
this kind of sentiment, when strongly 
presented, has always appealed power- 
fully to both my judgment and my 
heart; I have yielded my whole assent 
to its truth and excellence, and often 
longed to feel its heavenly inspiration ; 
but some malady of the soul has still 
defeated these better emotions, and 
occasioned a mournful relapse into cold- 
ness of feeling, and sceptical or un- 
profitable speculation. I wonder as I 
reflect ;—I am amazed how indifference 
and darkness cowld return over a mind 
which had seen such gleams of heaven. 
I hope that mighty grace will hence- 
forward for ever save me from such 
infelicity. My habitual affections, how- 
ever, are still much below the pitch 
that I desire. I wish above all things 
to have a continual, most solemn im- 
pression of the absolute need of the free 
salvation of Christ for my own soul, and 
to have a lively faith in him, accom- 
panied with all the sentiments of peni- 
tence, humility, and love. I would be 
transformed,—fired with holy zeal; and 
henceforth live not to myself, but to 


Him that died and rose again. My | 


utmost wish is to be a minor apostle ; 
to be a humble, but active, devoted, 
and heroic servant of Jesus Christ; and 
in such a character and course, to 
minister to the eternal happiness of 
those within my sphere. My opinions 
are in substance decisively Calvinistic. 
I am firmly convinced, for instance, of 
the doctrines of original sin, predestina- 
tion, imputed righteousness, the neces- 
sity of the Holy Spirit’s operation to 
convert the mind, final perseverance, 
&e., de. : 

As to the doctrine of the divinity of 


Christ, I do not deny that I had once 


some degree of doubt, but not such a 
degree ever as to carry me anything 


near the adoption of an opposite or | 


; different opinion. It was by no means 
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disbelief; it was rather a hesitation to 
decide, and without much, I think, of 
the vanity of speculation. But for a 
long while past I have fully felt the 
necessity of dismissing subtle specula- 
tions and distinctions, and of yielding a 
humble, cordial assent to the mysterious 
truth, just as and because the scriptures 
declare it, without inquiring “How can 
these things be?” Even at the time I 
refer to, I had not the slightest doubt 
respecting the doctrine of the atone- 
ment. I have always, without the 
interval of a moment, deemed it a grand 
essential of Christianity. How still more 
emphatically welcome it becomes as one 
discovers more of one’s own heart! I 
deem it probable that my views on this 
and other subjects were invidiously mis- 
represented to you and some more of my 
friends. I have witnessed in many in- 
stances, with a disgusting recoiling of 
the heart, an astonishing promptitude 
to impute heresy to a man whose ex- 
pressions have varied from the common 
phraseology, or whose conclusions have 
been cautious, and not in the tone of 
infallibility. é 


1815. Miatis 46. To his Mother. 


Some parts of what I have read 
have powerfully recalled the circum- - 
stances and feelings of a period so long 
since elapsed as the time of my residence 
at Brearley Hall. That period appears 
long since, even during these recollec- 
tions. How striking it is to consider, 
that I am now materially more than —— 
twenty years nearer to an entrance into 
another world than then! If I had then 
been sure of living till now, it would — 
have appeared a very wide space for a cer- 
tainty of future life; and what great things 
(in a comparative sense) I should have 
confidently hoped to accomplish within 
it. But, indeed, the uncertainty of that 
prolongation of life—the improbability 
of life being protracted more than four- 


and-twenty years beyond the moment of 
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my bidding adieu to Brearley Hall, 
ought to have made me but the more 
earnest and diligent to turn every week 
and day to the best account. I have 
now to review that long period as 
irrevocably past. And I review it with 
great regret. I have not, I hope, alto- 
gether lived in vain; but my attain- 
ments for myself, my usefulness to 
others, my service to God, have been 
miserably small, in comparison of what 


they might, with such means, and in | 


such a space, have been. I have many 
gloomy musings on the subject, in which 
I can easily represent to myself this and 
the other good thing which has been 
possible, but has not been accomplished, 
during that long space of health and 
privileges—the best part of life, beyond 
comparison. It has been a space of 
time, in all probability, worth much 
more in point of capability than all the 
rest of my life; that is, all that preceded 
the time I left Brearley, taken together 
with all that may yet remain, even 
should I live to attain your present age, 
which is altogether unlikely. 

Nevertheless, so perverse and stupid 
is this human nature, that even these 
melancholy reflections, combined with 
all the solemnity of my anticipations, 
do not always suffice to rouse me to 
that earnestness and practical exertion 
which I feel to be, if possible, still more 
urgently my duty every day that now 
comes to me, every day which is lessen- 
ing the perhaps brief remainder. Upon 
the whole, however, I hope I do feel an 
increasing force of conscience and reli- 
gion, and therefore an increasing solici- 
tude, that whatever remains of my time 
on earth may be so employed and -im- 
proved, that I may not, at the end; 
have the same feelings concerning ¢¢, 
that I now have concerning the last 
twenty-five years. 

It is one important advantage gained 
by the past time to be most powerfully 
and habitually convinced that divine 
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aid is indispensable, in. a very large 
measure, to our making the best and 
noblest improvement of life. That aid 
I shall supplicate every day that I have 
to spend on earth. 

My business is clearly before me; 
what I have to do is to preach and 
write ; which I must endeavour to do 
more and better than hitherto; espe- 
cially more in a religious spirit, with a 
more direct reference and desire to 
please God. 


1840. tatis 70. To Mr. Greaves. — 


It is strange to think how short a 
record would suffice for my seventy 
years, though a sojourn in a consider- 
able variety of situations. Great and 
marked changes for the better would be 
the gratifying thing to tell of; but one’s 
self, one’s v@ry self, is so sadly the same 
in every place, and through every stage; 
—the greater reproach as Providence 
has been faithfully kind. With some 
minor deductions I have been highly 
favoured in respect to health, in point 
at least of exemption from painful and 
oppressive disorders ; having never been 
confined one day to my bed in half a 
century, and having never in my life 
suffered from the headache. My eyes, in- 
deed, have hardly been in a sound con- 
dition during the last forty years, but 


never so as to be long disabled for 


their valuable function, with the aid, 
for many years past, of strongly magnify- 
ing spectacles. I am, however, not with- 
out apprehension that their service 
cannot last with any long protraction 
onic aie 

On my already long life I look back 
with little complacency (except as to 
the goodness of divine Providence), 
rather, with heavy condemnation. Com- 
paratively with what it might and 
should have been, it has been an indo- 
lent and profitless life——of extremely 
slight intellectual discipline, very de- 


fective cultivation and advance of per- 
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sonal piety, and little faithful exertion 
to do good—a most powerful antidote 
to all pharisaism; from which, indeed, 
I do think I am wholly clear—and 
strange if I were not. But for that 
blessed refuge in the atonement of our 
Mediator I should be in utter despair. 
But that, heaven be praised, is” all- 
sufficient and alone. 


1841. AMtatis 72. To Mr. Hill. 


In December Mr. Foster was attacked 
with bronchitis, “a visitation” which, 
he remarked, “came as a very strange 
one to a man who had not for fifty 
years been confined to bed a single 
day.’ He kept his room somewhere 
about two months. He manifested, 
throughout, the greatest patience ; and 

his letters, written when he became 
convalescent, disclose how anxiously he 
sought to derive spiritual improvement 
from the. affliction : “I hope,” he says, 
“this season of imprisonment has not 
been without a real advantage in re- 
spect to the highest concern. It has 
brought with it many grave, earnest, 
and painful reflections. The review of 
life has been solemnly condemnatory— 
such a sad deficiency of the vitality of 
religion, the devotional spirit, the love, 
the zeal, the fidelity of conscience. I 
have been really amazed to think how I 
could—I do not say, have been content 
with such a low and almost equivocal 
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piety, for I never have been at all con- 
tent—but, how I could have endured 
it, without my whole soul rising up 
against it, and calling vehemently on 
the almighty Helper to come to my 
rescue, and never ceasing till the blessed 
experience was attained. And then the 
sad burden of accumulated guilt! and 
the solemn future! and life so near the 
end! Oh what dark despair but for 
that blessed light that shines from the 
Prince of Life, the only and the all- 
sufficient Deliverer from the second 
death. I have prayed earnestly for a 
genuine penitential, living faith on Him. 
Do you pray forme. Thus I hope this 
temporary experience of suspended 
health will have a salutary effect on 
the sowi’s health. Ido not mean that 
these exercises of mind are a new thing, 
brought on by this visitation. They 
have grown upon mé in this late declin- 
ing stage of life. But for every thing 
that enforces and augments them I have 
cause to be thankful. There is much 
work yet to be done in this most. un- 
worthy soul; my sole reliance is on 
divine assistance ; and I do hope and 
earnestly trust (trust in that assistance 


itself) that every day I may yet have 


to stay on earth, will be employed as 
part of a period of persevering, and — 
I almost say passionate, petitions for 
the divine mercy in Christ, and so con- 
tinue to the last day and hour of life, if 
consciousness be then granted. = 
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THE RIGHT OF PRIVATE JUDGMENT IN THE INTERPRETATION 
OF HOLY SCRIPTURE. BLL, 


BY THE REV. J. M. CRAMP, M. A. 


God in our bodies and in our spirits, 


Gop has bestowed on us powers and 
which are his.” He has also given us 


faculties, eminently conducive to our 
happiness and improvement. We have | innumerable blessings, all of which he 
; full right to use them in whatever | wills us “richly to enjoy.” . And he has 
manner we please, so that we “glorify }in. every age endowed the minds of 
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many with such admirable gifts, that 
they were qualified to furnish instruc- 
tion to mankind at large while living, 
and being dead, yet speak in their 
immortal works, and will continue to 
do so till time shall be no longer. 

The right to avail ourselves of these 
helps to knowledge and wisdom is un- 
questionable, nor has it been ever denied, 
except by those who “hate the light.” 
There may be, indeed, and doubtless 
there are, many works which are utterly 
worthless, and many more positively 
injurious. It is the part of friendship 
to advise the avoidance of these moral 
pests ; and those who possess influence 
over others are bound to exert it, in 
order to prevent the spread of contami- 
nation. Nevertheless, the abstract right 
to select the mental diet which is 
preferred, belongs to all who have 
attained years of maturity ; the denial 
of that right would be productive of con- 
sequences perilous to freedom. 

If men have the right to read what 
.they please, it cannot be pretended that 
they have not the right to interpret 
what they read. The attempt to direct, 
to restrain, or in any way to interfere in 
this respect, would bring upon any man 
a storm of righteous indignation. 

We have now to prove that the 
freedom claimed and exercised in refer- 
ence to other books, is not to be refused 
to those who read the scriptures. 

1. Consider the contents of the sacred 
volume. A very cursory examination 
will suffice to convince any impartial 
inquirer that it is a book intended for 
mankind at large. 
suits all men. The knowledge it con- 


It suits us, and it, 
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lastic jargon. The authors wrote -for 
men in general, and not for a favoured 
few ; nor is there any indication that 
their writings were to be perused under 
restraint. They are just such composi- 
tions as might have been expected from 
men who wrote under divine guidance, 
whose productions were to have the 
widest possible circulation, and who. 
expected that those who received them 
would diligently read, carefully examine, 
and judge accordingly, in submission to 
the authority of God. 

The manner in which the books were . 
issued. deserves also to be considered. 
The whole volume was not given at 
once, nor was it deposited with ecclesi- 
astical rulers, to be by them communi- 
cated to others. It was published in 
detached portions, at different times, 
and in different and distant parts of the 
world. Eleven hundred years elapsed » 
between Moses and Malachi. The New. 
Testament first appeared in the form of 
tracts, some of which were published © 
in Palestine, some in Asia Minor, in 
Greece, and in italy. It would of neces- 
sity follow that in all those countries 
the tracts would be eagerly sought after | 
and diligently studied by the persons — 
into whose hands they might fall. The ~ 
interesting narratives and novel truths — 
they contained, would secure for them » 
‘an extensive perusal. 

Further, the apostolical epistles were — 
not addressed to the pastors, but to the — 
people, and contained directions ex- 
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tremely important to the churches. | etl. 


is obvious that in order to understand — 


and benefit by them, they must be freely. : 


read and carefully examined. 


Such liberty as men had then, they 
{have now. If at that time it t would 
| been era and 0 for the | 
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or any other church to assume such 
authority in the present age, in regard 
to any portion of the sacred writings. 

2. Consider the commands and exhor- 
tations of scripture. If, notwithstand- 
ing what has been now alleged, there 
were any statements in the divine 
volume to the effect that men were not 
to consider themselves authorized to 
form their own judgments of its mean- 
ing, but must humbly receive the inter- 
pretation from others, all argument would 
be precluded. But no such statements 
are to be found. On the contrary, there 
are numerous passages which expressly 
enjoin the exercise of the judgment, or 
record the approval of its exercise. 

It is written, “Search the scriptures,” 
John y. 89. If our Lord spoke impera- 
tively, as in our version, he commanded 


the Jews to “search the scriptures;” if in- | 


dicatively, referring to their well-known 
practice, “ ye search the scriptures,” he 
commended them for searching. The Be- 
reans were styled “more noble” than the 
Thessalonians, because they “ searched 
the scriptures daily,” Acts xvii. 11. The 
Thessalonians were exhorted to “prove 
all things,” 1 Thess. v. 21. Christians 


were directed by the apostle John to- 


“try the spirits,” 1 John iv. 1—6. The 
Saviour signified his approval of the 
Christians at Ephesus who had tried 
certain persons pretending to be apostles, 
and had found them to be impostors, 
Rev. ii. 2. 

We are fully warranted to infer from 
these and other passages, that the 
exercise of private judgment is agree- 
able to the will of God, and that by this 


error detected and repressed. 

3. Consider the special promise of the 
new dispensation. It is the promise of 
the Spirit. “Tf ye, being evil, know 


Father give ‘the Holy Spirit to them 


KF OURTH SERBS, 


how to give good gifts unto your chil- 
dren, how much more shall your heavenly | 
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and he shall give you another Comforter, 
that he may abide with you for ever; 
even the Spirit of truth, whom the 
world cannot receive, because it seeth 
him not, neither knoweth him; but ye 
know him, for he dwelleth with you, and 
shall be in you,” Luke xi. 18; John xiv. 
16, 17. ss 

The meaning of these words is clear. 
The promised help was not to be limited 
to the apostles, but granted to all the 
followers of Christ, as long as the dis- 
pensation of the Spirit should last. 
Every one, therefore, who searches the 
scriptures with prayer may expect the 
blessing, and feel assured that in the 
right exercise of his judgment he will 
be divinely aided. This is entirely in- 
consistent with the existence of an 
earthly judge or tribunal of appeal, for 
then the promise would not be required : 
all that would be necessary would be to 
listen, believe, submit, and obey. 

The promise has been fulfilled. Though 
so many differences have arisen, all 
Christians agree in the truth — that 
truth, the reception of which is essential 
to holiness and salvation. The judg- 
ments of believers in all ages and all 
places have centred in the cross of 
Christ. All-agree in reference to the 
substantial truths of the gospel; and 
the agreement would be much more 
manifest, if Christians of different deno- 
minations indulged in more frequent 
intercourse with one another,-and if, 
when controversy took place, the dis- 
putants would first settle the meanings —_— 


_ means truth is to be ascertained and | 


17”—“T will pray the Father, | 


-of terms and confine their disputes 
the actual points of variance. ~ Es 
4, Consider the mischievous’ conse- 
quences of a denial of the right of — 
private judgment. It is denied. It is 
denied by the tractarians, who would 
bind us down to a conformity with the 
fathers, especially those of the anti- 
nicene age, in our interpretation of 
scripture. It is denied by the Roman- 


ists. Thus — the council of Trent + 
saws is 
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—‘“Tn order to restrain petulant minds, 
the council further decrees, that in 
matters of faith and morals, and what- 
ever relates to the maintenance of 
Christian doctrine, no one, confiding in 
his own judgment, shall dare to wrest 
the sacred scriptures to his own sense of 
them, contrary to that which hath been 
held and still is held by holy mother 
church, whose right it is to judge of the 
true meaning and interpretation of 
sacred writ ; or contrary to the unani- 
mous consent of the fathers, even though 
such interpretation should never be 
published, If any disobey, let them be 
denounced by the ordinaries, and pun- 
ished according to law.’’* 

The principle is substantially the 
same in both cases, Tractarians and 
Romanists agree in referring the stu- 
dent to human authority. 

This denial of the right of private 
judgment disparages the word of God, 
representing it to be so obscure as to 
need an interpreter, and of so question- 
able tendency that the indiscriminate 
perusal of its contents ought not to be 
permitted. Such statements as these 
have been unhesitatingly made by 
Romish divines. The rules of the 
“Congregation of the Index,” com- 
piled by a committee appointed by the 
council of Trent, contain the following 
expressions :—“Tt is manifest from ex- 
perience that if the holy bible, trans- 
lated into the vulgar tongue, be indis- 
criminately allowed to every one, the 
temerity of men will cause more evil 
than good to arise from it.” The arch- 
bishops and bishops of Ireland did not 
scruple to affirm, in a “declaration” 
issued a few years ago, that “the un- 
authorized reading and circulation of 
the scriptures, and the interpretation of 
them by private judgment, are calcu- 
lated to lead men to contradictory doc- 
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* {eeree of the fourth session. Similar senti- 
ments are contained in the Catechism of the Council, 
gnd in the Creed of Pope Pius 1Y. 


THE RIGHT OF PRIVATE JUDGMENT IN THE 


trines on the primary articles of Chris- 
tian belief, to inconsistent forms. of 
worship, which cannot all be constitu- 
ent parts ofthe uniform and sublime 
system of Christianity; to error and 
fanaticism in religion ; and to seditions 
and the greatest disorders in states and 
kingdoms.” 

What impious assumptions are these! 
Where is the true believer to be found 
who is not prepared to rebut the allega- 
tion of obscurity brought against the 
word of God? Admitting, as we do, 
that a book which treats of the divine 
Being and of his dealings with men 
must necessarily contain much that 
surpasses human comprehension, we 
fearlessly maintain that in regard to 
the manifestation of the truth which is 
essential to piety, its pages are clear as 
crystal. Are not the histories written 
by Moses intelligible and interesting to 
all? Did not our Lord speak in such 
plain language that “the common people 
heard him gladly?” And do we not now 
read those heavenly discourses? Is it 
hard to be understood, that “all have 
sinned, and come short of the glory of 
God?” or, that “God so loved -the 
world that he gave his only begotten 


Son, that whosoever believeth on him . 


might not perish, but have everlasting 
life?” or, that “if any man have not 
the Spirit of Christ, he is none of his.?” 
or, that believers are begotten again 
to “a lively hope by the resurrection of 
Jesus Christ from the dead, to an in- 
heritance incorruptible, undefiled, and 
that fadeth not away?” Let us reject 
with indignation the vile slander, and 
apply to the whole scripture what was 
originally affirmed of only a part :— 
“The law of the Lord is perfect, con- 


verting the soul; the testimony of. the 


Lord is sure, making wise the simple ; 
the statutes of the Lord are right, 
rejoicing the heart ; the commandment 
of the Lord is pure, enlightening ¢ 


enlightening the — 
eyes; the fear of the Lord is elem en 
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during for ever ; the judgments of the 
Lord are true and righteous altogether. 
More to be desired are they than gold, 
yea, than much fine gold; sweeter also 
than honey and the honeycomb,” Psalm 
xix. 7—10. 

The denial of the right of private 
judgment nullifies human responsibility. 
If one truth is more evident than 
another, it is this, that in religion we are 
responsible only to God. To him, and 
to him only, must every man render an 
account of his faith and practice. Every 
one must believe and act for himself, 
and in order to do so must have the 
means of knowledge, and exercise the 
right of judgment. The denial of that 
right transfers the responsibility from 
God to man. The earthly tribunal, or, 
more properly speaking, the priest, is 
interposed between God and man, and 
the obedience rendered under such cir- 
cumstances is rendered to human au- 
thority. He who should be the freeman 
of Christ becomes a “servant of men,” 
and yields up his liberty to spiritual 
tyrants. 

The denial of the right of private 
judgment involves the mind in inextri- 
cable difticulty. See what is required: 
“he fathers” are to be read. Who is 
+o read them? It would be the labour 
of a life to wade through the contents 
of their huge folios, and that life would 
be most unprofitably spent. 
~~ ‘But even if they have been read, how 
shall we know that we understand 
‘them ? Do not they also need interpre- 
ters? Are they not much more obscure 
‘and difficult than the book which they 

“profess to explain ? Now, if we mistake 


_ their meaning, our object is not gained, 


‘and our labour is lost. 

“Many of the fathers were pious, well- 
‘méaning men, and useful pastors, but 
‘the church is under small obligation to 


‘them “as bible interpreters. mn By their 
“mystical explanations they “darkened | 
“counsel,” dita apie the word of God 
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to the scoffs and ridicule of gainsayers. 
Barnabas, for instance, discovered the 
doctrine of redemption in the number 
of the men who constituted Abraham’s 
household ;* the scarlet thread hung 
out of the window by Rahab, symbolized, 
according to Clement of Rome, the blood 
of Christ; Justin Martyr maintained 
that the miracle performed by Elisha, 
when he caused the iron to swim, repre- 
sented deliverance from the burden of sin 
by baptism; and Clement of Alexandria 
spiritualized the whole decalogue. Will 
such explanations as these be received 
in the nineteenth century, and submis- 
sion yielded to such authorities ? 

The “consent.of the fathers!” It is 
not enough to read them; we must 
compare them with one another, and 
that, not to judge of the correctness of 
their interpretations, but to establish 
their “consent” —their “unanimous” 
consent. If this unanimous consent 
existed, it would be scarcely less than 
inspiration. 
Father contradicts father, and often 
contradicts himself; pope is arrayed 
against pope, and council against council. 

It may be objected, that this herculean 
toil is not required of every one, and 
that the work has been done by compe- 
tent men, who have ascertained the 
judgment of the church. The reply is 
easy and conclusive. Where is this 
judgment of the church? Where is 
the authorized commentary, comprising 
the explanations declaratory of the 


“ ynanimous consent?” Rome has never —— 


published it;—it is out of her power. 
Her great and learned men have la- 


boured much in this department, but — 


none of them have read all the works in 


be * The first two letters of the name of Jesus, in 


Greek, used as numerals, stand respectively for 10 
and 8 The letter I, which is the form of the cross, 
stands for 300. Thus the number is made out :— 


eee 
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But it does not exist. © 
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question, and their unfaithfulness in | 


quotation destroys all confidence. No 
one engaged in the popish controversy 
should trust the quotations found in 
books written by Romanists. The origi- 
nals must be consulted. 

What is the conclusion? It is simply 
this, that it is impossible to acquire a 
knowledge of the will of God as revealed 
in his word, in the manner prescribed 
by Rome, and those who follow Rome’s 
example. They are not allowed to hear 
the bible speak for itself, unchecked and 
uncontrolled. So many difficulties are 
placed in their way, that the attempt to 
understand scripture will commonly be 
abandoned as. utterly hopeless, and the 
inquirer will adopt the system of im- 
plicit faith, or fall into infidelity. 

Further, the denial of the right of 
private judgment produces great and 
manifold evils. Among these, neglect of 
the bible occupies the chief place. For 
if, as the votaries of false systems allege, 
the word of God cannot be understood 
by the people at large, and if, in order 
to understand it, researches so extensive 
and profound must be made, most men 
will determine to be satisfied with the 
meagre substitutes provided for them, 
and will commit themselves unreservedly 
to their religious instructors, 

Ignorance will naturally result. There 
can be no adequate compensation for 
the loss of the bible. The religious 
views of a people among whom the 
scriptures are not allowed to have free 
course will be very imperfect, their 
knowledge scanty, and its influence 
feeble. As, when wholesome aliment 
is withheld, food most unfit and even 
injurious is sought after and greedily 


‘swallowed, so it is with the mind. ~If 


you deprive men of the truth, or place 
such obstacles in the way of its acquisi- 


tion that they can scarcely hope to | 


attain it, you will soon find that “old 
wives’ fables” have supplanted the 
“doctrine according to godliness,” that 


the mind has become enfeebled and 
lethargic, and that actual knowledge of 
divine things has dwindled down to an 
almost imperceptible point. 

But this-is not all. Ignorance and 
error are twin sisters. Withdrawment 
of the bible will not indeed produce 
refined speculations and curious theories; 
they are commonly the offspring of 
minds that are familiar with divine, 
as well as human lore; but it will 
expose the hapless victim to the at- 
tempts of the crafty, and disqualify him 
for detecting the impositions that are 
practised upon him. As departure from 
the faith continues to advance, he will be 
borne along by the tide, without power 
of resistance, till at length he will be 


| prepared to receive every notion, how- 


ever absurd, and to practice every 
extravagance, however revolting, which 
his teachers may prescribe. 

Gross superstition will ordinarily 
characterize such a state. Full scope 
will be allowed to tradition and will- 
worship. The love of pomp and pagean- 
try will be gratified. Human pride will 
be flattered by the fantasy of merit. 
Childish ceremonies and toilsome per- 
formances will occupy the time, divert 
the mind from the truth, and confirm it 
in arrogant conceit. Those who might 
have “served God in the spirit, in the 
gospel of his Son,” and offered the 
acceptable sacrifices of prayer and praise, 
will be altogether absorbed in carnal 
ordinances, the inventions of men’s 
imaginations, and deceivers will make 
spoil of them at their will. . 

Finally, the denial of the right: of 
private judgment in the interpretation 


of holy scripture, inevitably produces a 


state of society lamentably different 
from that which was contemplated by 
the introduction of Christianity. In- 
stead of intelligent believers in truths 
well understood and powerfully. felt, 


| walking in the strength of God, and 
pecs. these holy influences “of 
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manly piety, in works of faith and 
labours of love, you see men, equally 
capable of knowledge and religion, bow- 
ing down under the yoke of an imperious 
priesthood, delivering up their minds 
and consciences to the dictates of abject 
superstition, and consecrating to empty 
forms and delusive exercises those en- 
ergies which ought to be employed in 
the sublime and sanctifying pursuits of 
personal godliness. 

For illustration of these remarks, we 
appeal to the state of Italy, of Spain, 
of Ireland—may we not add of Canada? 
Do we not see around us the neglect of 
scripture, the ignorance, error, supersti- 
tion, and destitution of true piety, to 
which we have referred, as resulting 
from denial of the right of private judg- 
ment? We may appeal also to the 
history of the past. As we trace the 
“progress of Christianity from the apos- 
tolic times to the present day, we ob- 
serve, that without exception of place, 
time, or people, spiritual prosperity has 
been always associated with the un- 
restrained use of the scriptures, spiritual 
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declension with their neglect. or prohibi- 
tion; and that the communities in 
which the word of God was proscribed, 
or its perusal discouraged, became nests 
of uncleanness, while those which hon- 
oured the word of God grew and 
flourished, “ walking in the fear of the 
Lord, and in the comfort of the Holy 
Ghost.” 


These are instructive facts. They are 
not contradicted by insulated cases of a 
different kind. If here and there a 
powerful mind. burst the shackles of 
ignorance and superstition, and became 
“wise unto salvation” in spite of the 
antichristian system, our position still 
remains good. The descriptions we 
have given are entirely correct in re- 
gard to the mass of the people.. Igno- 
rance, error, and superstition, inevitably 
proceed from neglect of the scriptures, 
and therefore the right of private judg- 
ment is denied by those who have 
embraced a system which cannot thrive 
where the mind is free, and withers 
under the light. 


LENGTH OF RELIGIOUS SERVICES. 


Tun following is extracted from an 
article by a sensible writer in the Chris- 
tian Secretary :— 
~ Whitefield is reported to have said, 
that a man, with the eloquence of an 
angel, ought not to exceed forty minutes 
in a sermon ; and it is well known that 
Wesley seldom exceeded thirty. Wedo 
not suppose that a man ought to subject 
himself invariably to a definite time, 
but we do think that regard ought to 
be had to this point, lest our good be 
evil spoken of. I have almost always 
found that the last fifteen minutes of a 
sermon an hour’in length, was worse 
than lost, both upon the _ speaker 
and the congregation. We wish also 


ae ord. Pa mowte prayer. It = | 


admitted that public prayer-meetings, in 
which the members of the church shall 
participate as the spirit giveth utter- 
ance, are both useful and important ; so 
much so, that a church would regard 
itself as dead if it did not maintain 
meetings of this character. And yet 
who has not seen prayer-meetings-so_ 
conducted as to become positively offen- 


sive and injurious? It often happens 


that one or two brethren consume the 
entire amount of time that ought to be 


devoted to such a meeting. Prayer is 


the last thing that should be made the 
occasion of evil speaking; the last ser- 
vice that should be made wearisome and 
tedious. And yet we have known the 
patience of a congregation entirely ex- 
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hausted, and the good influence of a 
meeting entirely lost, through impro- 
prieties of this kind. It is a poor shift, 
to say that people ought not thus to 
feel, and that if they had religion enough 
they would not. It will be nearer the 
truth to conclude that, if we had religion 
enough, we should not weary them in 
making long prayers—in using vain 
repetitions. We have no objection to a 
man praying long in his closet ; but we 
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do earnestly protest against long prayers 
in public, save when special circum- 
stances justify them, whether in the 
pulpit or prayer-meeting ; and we be- 


| lieve it will generally be found true, 


that long public prayers are preceded 
by short and hasty secret ones. As a 
man usually preaches longest when for 
want of due preparation he has nothing 
to say, so for the same reason it is to be 
feared many pray long. 
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This month we finish the Pauline | 


portion of the New Testament, includ- 
ing the historical writings of. Inike, the 
companion of the apostle of the Gentiles, 
which constitute the most suitable in- 
troduction to his letters. In the perusal 
of the Old Testament, the chronological 
order is greatly preferable to any other; 
but in the New Testament, as we have 
four distinct accounts of the deeds and 
discourses of the Saviour, it is better 
that they should be interspersed with 
the didactic parts of the apostolic scrip- 
tures, than that all the gospels, as they 
are called, should be read first, and all 
the epistles afterwards. We propose 
now to take the Petrine portion: the 
gospel of Mark and the two epistles of 
Peter. There is no reason to doubt the 
substantial correctness of the account of 
Mark’s gospel given by Eusebius, who 
ascribes its origin to the request of some 
disciples who had enjoyed the ministra- 
tions of Peter, and who solicited Mark, 
his companion, to undertake this ser- 
vice. “Nor did they cease their solici- 
tations,” says the historian, “until they 
had prevailed with the man, and thus 
become the means of that history which 


is called the gospel according to Mark.- 


They say, also, that the apostle Peter, 
having ascertained what was done by 
the revelation of the Spirit, was de- 
lighted with the zealous ardour ex- 
pressed by these men, and that the 
history obtained his authority for the 
purpose of being read in the churches. 
This account is given by Clement, in 
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the sixth book of his Institutions, whose 
testimony is corroborated also by that 
of Papias.” Lardner argues, at con- 
siderable length, that the gospel itself 
confirms the accounts given by the 
ancients, affording evidence of its hay- 
ing been written according to informa- 
tion and directions given by Peter. That 
it was intended for the use of Gentiles 
principally, is evident from the observa~ 
tions occurring in it, explanatory of 
matters with which the Jews were well 
acquainted, as well as from historical 
testimony. It is most probable that it 
was written at Rome. “In this,” says 
Lardner, “there is a remarkable agree- 
ment, with a very few exceptions. 
Chrysostom, indeed, speaks of its being 
written in Hgypt: but he is almost 
singular. That it was written in Rome, 
or in Italy, is said, not only by 
Epiphanius, Jerome, Gregory Nazianzen, 
Victor, and divers others; but the 
Egyptian writers all along say the same 
thing,—that it was written by. Mark at 
Rome, in the company of the apostle 
Peter. So say Clement of Alexandria, 
Athanasius, the supposed author of the 
Synopsis of Scripture, Cosmas, and 
-Eutychius, all of Alexandria. Ebedjesu, 
likewise, in his catalogue of Syrian writ- 
ings, says, that Mark wrote at Rome... 
Pia This leads us to think that St. 
Mark’s gospel was not written before 
the year 63, or 64; for we cannot 
perceive any good reason to think that 
St. Peter was at Rome till about that 
time.” 
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Waitine to a friend, Dr. Ryland says, 
“T must copy for you one paragraph 
from a manuscript of brother Fuller's, 
which I have just been — to our 
— a 

“<Tf there be any true religion in us, 


itis 


much more likely to be discovered | 
and drawn into actual exercise by an 


exhibition of the glory and grace of 
Christ, than by searching for it in the 
rubbish of our past feelings. To discover 
the small grains of steel mixed among a 
quantity of dust, it were much better to 
make use of a magnet than a microscope.’ 
“TI never was better pleased with a 


‘similitude i in my. lifes’... i! os = 


REVIEWS. 


Christian Discipleship and Baptism. Being 
Eight Lectures in Reply to the Theory 
advanced by Dr. Halley in the Congrega- 
tional Lecture of 1843. Delivered by the 
Rev. Cuaries Stove, in the Library of 
the Baptist Mission House, Moorgate Street, 
London,in October 1845. London : Houlston 
and Stoneman. 1846, 8vo. pp. 518. 


Our readers are, no doubt, acquainted 
with the theory of indiscriminate bap- 
tism advanced by Dr. Halley in his 
work on the sacraments, a review of 
which appeared in our magazine for 
1844. Mr. Stovel addressed himself to 
the task of a more elaborate answer 
than any review could furnish, and on 
his own responsibility these lectures 
were delivered at the Library of the 
Baptist Mission House. In the adver- 
tisement Mr. Stovel informs us that, 
“at the unanimous request of the audi- 
ence, which was full, and whose kind 
and patient attention could scarcely be 
greater, with prayer for a divine bless- 
ing on the work, the lectures are now 
presented to the public.” 

The extended list of subscribers must 
be to our brother a gratifying proof of the 
estimation in which he is deservedly held, 
and of the acceptance which his work has 
met with. And we are not at all dis- 
posed to complain that the difficulty of 
reviewing the book is increased by its 
being already in the hands of so many 
of our readers who have, no doubt, read 
it with interest, and have formed their 
own judgment of it. We confess, too, 
that we have ourselves increased this 
difficulty by having, through unavoid- 
able circumstances, allowed more time 
to elapse since the publication of the 
work than we either intended or 
wished. We must now, however, with 
all respect to the esteemed author and 
to those of our readers who have 


anticipated us, proceed to give for our- | 


selves as complete an account, and as 
impartial a judgment, of the work as we 
are able to do. 

Mr. Stovel enters upon his work by 
stating what is meant by a disciple, and 
then reviews the position of the si 


OSIUL ists 
in reference to other professing Chie 


tians—the tractarian school and the 
advocates of sacramental efficacy on the 
oné hand; and the independents, but 
more especially those who hold Dr. 
Halley’s views, on the other. 

The second lecture is on Jewish 
Baptism, where Mr. Stovel shows that 
the rabbinical authority for the exist- 
ence of proselyte baptism amongst the 
Jewsin thetime of our Lordis of no worth, 
and further that, taking Dr. Halley on his 
own ground, the baptism was not indis- 
criminate. Even if the infant children 
of the proselyte were baptized, it was 
because the whole Jewish system was 
hereditary; and this practice would 
furnish no argument for the baptism of 
infants under the Christian dispensa- 
tion, which is personal and not heredi- 
tary. We may pass over this part of 
the argument the more hastily since it 
is confessed by both Dr. Halley and Mr. 
Stovel that the Jewish practice, if com- 
pletely ascertained, would not determine 
the question. 

The third lecture is on the Baptism of 
John, which Dr. Halley asserts was “ in- 
discriminately administered to all ap- 
plicants.” That the baptism of John was 
discriminating, Mr. Stovel endeavours to 
prove by several arguments:—Ist, Our 
Lord’s declaration respecting John, from 
which Mr. Stovel argues “that the aim 
of John and that of our Lord’s ministra- 
tions, at that time, was the same: to 
produce repentance in Israel,” page 99. 
2nd, The inspired intimations given at 
the birth of John, in which the angel 
affirms “that John should ‘ make ready,’ 
that is, discover and consecrate “a peo- 
ple prepared for the Lord,” page 101. 
3rd, John’s predicted character, viz., 
that he was to come in the spirit and 
power of Elijah. 4th, Prophetical de- 
clarations of his work by Isaiah and 
Malachi. 5th, The recorded character 
of John,—“ he was just the man these 


prophecies describe, and eminently 
qualified for this moral 


2 


undertaking,” 

page 110. : ee 
“To this new work of urging pentined! 
and recognizing believing penitents, by baptiz- 
ing them preparatory to the Saviour’s appear- 
ing, John was appointed; and, in it, all the 
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features of his character obtain a beautiful and 
harmonious appropriateness. He was just the 
man to be respected in such a work, and -his 
movements became felt from the throne, through 
the priesthood, and to the meanest of its sub- 
jects. He was resisted, and by many rejected, 
but he could not be despised. Herod both heard 
him and feared him, though Herod was not 
baptized. His ministrations roused the Sane- 
drim itself, and brought forth messengers to 
know if he were not the Christ. In less than 
two years, the labours of John thrilled the very 
heart of Judea, and so provoked a royal lust 
that he became a martyr. If the persons John 
baptized were spiritual, and his object com- 
prised the interests of eternity, all this appears 
consistent; and he lies there, a great man 
sacrificed in a great and worthy cause. But 
such an expenditure of moral feeling and moral 
greatness, on a mere formality, an indiscriminat- 
ing and ineffectual baptism, until it has been 
clearly affirmed of God, must be treated as an 
absurdity.”—Pp, 111, 112. 


6th, The record of John’s ministry. 


“Dr. Halley’s reasoning implies that because 
the evangelist affirms that ‘all the region went 
out,’ we are to conclude that all the people 
went out, and were all baptized, Pharisees and 
Sadducees not excepted. This is not true. All 
did not go out; many could not, and many 
would not. Herod was not baptized, Herodias 
was not baptized ; some said, He hath a devil; 
and others resisted the counsel of God which 
he declared. Muititudes did go out; but, multi- 
tudes were not moved by his lamentations and 
reproof. Of those who did go out, many were 
baptized confessing their sins; but if any con- 
fessed their sins with indifference, or resolving 
to retain them, would these have been baptized ? 


The narrative says, No. John baptized them 
into repentance, without which none can be 
‘accepted of God in the Redeemer."— Fp, 
115, 116. 


‘Lastly, The concurring action of our 
Lord. 


“ All testimony is exceeded ty that of the 
Redeemer himself, whose words and actions are 
decisive, His concurring movement, therefore, 
resting on John’s discriminating baptism, may 
bexeen, first, in his treatment of the disobedient 
Jewish people 5 and, ‘secondly, i in his treatment 
of those disciples who came to him from John, 
I e realized all the prophetical exhibi- 

to ts is character and ministry, While 

hn remained at large, Jesus. laboured 1 with | 

®, preaching the same repentance, adminis: | 
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tering the same baptism, and preparing, in the 
same manner, for the kingdom of heaven, which 
was just at hand; but, when John fell in 
martyrdom, Jesus moved forward to the front, 

ordained the twelve, and then the seventy, ex- 
tending his operations of mercy on the Jewish 
people. -He assailed their impenitence and un- 
belief by movements that were wonderful, in 
cities and in their fields, in families and in 
their temple. No moral tactics could be more 
profound or more decisive than those which he 
employed, He came to that nation as his own; 
and, though his own received him not, he forced 
on their regard his merciful proposal of repent- 
ance, till they, in solemn judgment, had re- 
nounced all mercy, and, round his Golgotha, 
invoked his utmost wrath, This was the limit of 
his merey. They were his no more, ‘To in- 
dividuals he preserved a door of hope; but the 
nation, the priesthood, the religious establish- 
ment, he would own no more. He rent their 
veil, exposed their holy things, degraded the 
community, became a consuming fire; he burnt 
their throne, their mercy seat, their temple ; 
and the fierce burning of his wrath was un- 
quenchable. Nothing has been more discrimi- 
nating since the beginning of time; and nothing 
will be more discriminating till the judgment 
day. The same on the other side. The men 
baptized by John, who gathered round the 
person of the Lord, obtained in him all that 
Isaiah had predicted. He led them like a 
shepherd, gathered them in his arms, laid them 
in his bosom ; he instructed them; he preserved 
them; and often, when they saw his acts of 
love and power, were forced to say, What 
manner of man is this? Nothing within the 
range of human thought, excepting heaven, has 
ever presented so secure and so sublime a scene 
of friendly intercourse as that between himself 
and his disciples. There, goodness and authority 
secured happiness and subjection, as Deity 
alone is able to combine them. The society 
was on earth, and composed of men, and, there- 
fore, was not perfect; but it was separate and. 
distinguished by his favour ; he abode in it; he 


blessed it with his presence, cheered it ae his 


smile, conducted it by his wisdom, and, with. 
all-sufficient grace, brought its members (Judas 
only excepted) through all extremities and con- 


vulsions, until, himself at God’s right-hand, he 
sent them forth, with pentecostal fire, on con-) ~ 


quering to conquer.” —Pp. See hes Bria? 


Some of these sardaienises ile 
separately, would not suffice to prove. 
the point in hand, but we. cannot 


see how, taking them altogether and 


looking at the whole circumstances | 
of the case, it can be ie ae 
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maintained that John baptized indis- 
criminately all who came to him, 

The fourth lecture is on the Example 
and Ministry of our Lord. Mr. Stovel 
shows that the baptism of our Lord by 
John, as a preparation for entering on 
his work, was not only a declaration of 
his approval of John, but a proof that 
his own ministry was, like his fore- 
runner’s, to be discriminating and per- 
sonal. This characteristic of his ministry 
is still further confirmed by the circum- 
stances attending his annunciation and 
birth, by the testimony of ancient pro- 
phecies, by the whole course of his 
personal ministrations, and by his mode 
of treatment of different classes who 
came to him, suited to their peculiar 
circumstances, whether as inquirers, or 
openly profane, or undecided, or baptized 
disciples. 

The fifth lecture, entitled by Mr. 
Stovel, On the Action of the Forty- 
seven days, carries forward the history 
from the time of our Lord’s resurrection 
to the day of Pentecost. 

Mr. Stovel first shows that our Lord, 
about. to establish a spiritual kingdom 
in the world, “took the baptized as he 
found them at his resurrection ; and, 
without any discriminating process 
whatever, proceeded with them to com- 
mence the administration of his media- 
torial reign,” page 173. These baptized 
persons then were, with whatever im- 
perfections of knowledge or of devoted- 
ness, esteemed by our Lord to~be in 
truth his, separated from the world and 
devoted to his service. “The action of 
this period not only implies their faith, 
it also-proves that the character in 

: which they treated him was one .in 
3 which he commanded, by their own 


acknowledgment, the absolute consecra- 


tion of themselves,” page 189. His 
authority over them is shown in the 
commission he gave before his ascension. 
To the consideration of this commission, 
therefore, Mr. Stovel now turns. 


_ “ Their part ” (i, e. that of the disciples) ‘in 
the administration of this kingdom is altogether 


By this they were commanded to go out, is 
before shown, into all the nations ; = 


gotiatin 
and thus indu 
EF s 


subordinate, and defined in this commission. 
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which their own forgiveness and discipleship 
had been granted; in short, to induce in other 
men the same confiding subjection to the 
Christ as that on which they themselves were 
acting. ‘They were to teach the disciples they 
made to observe all things whatsoever the 
Lord had commanded them to observe; and, 
therefore, the disciples so made were to be both 
capable of, and eligible to, the duties they had 
to discharge, the privileges they enjoyed, and 
the hopes they cherished in the body of Christ, 
They were further commanded to initiate the 
disciples, for Bamzigew es, in such a connexion, 
means, to initiate, not into Moses, to act under 
his authority, but into the name ef the Father, 
of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit, to act undet 
their authority, conjoined in the kingdom of 
heaven, Each disciple, therefore, was to be 
initiated with those disciples, with whom the 
apostles were justified by. God the Father, 
through faith, directed and redeemed by Jesus 
their Mediator, and led by the Spirit, presently 
to be poured out on their assembly, Lastly, 
the object of these aggressive labours was, the 
whole human race, all the nations; and they 
are bound to pursue this work of diseipling 
through all the nations, under the law of self- 
consecration, acknowledged in their own disci- 
pleship. In this work, all their personak 
interests must be subordinated ; and all their 
energies must be employed, as long as there is 
one man on earth without faith in Christ, or 
who has not been initiated as a disciple and 
believer.”—Pp. 192, 193. 


. 


And lastly, he treats of the spiritual 
gifts bestowed on the day of Pentecost, 
and shows that they did not produce, 
but implied, the conversion and faith of 
the disciples, and that by means of the 
power thus bestowed, moral effects of 
the most striking character were pro- 
duced in the minds of the hearers, lead- 
ing to their forthwith separating them- 
selves from the ungodly, to their gladly 
receiving the word, and, as a conse- 
quence, to their being baptized and thus 
being recognized as disciples. 

The sixth lecture treats of the Apos- 
tolical Examples. The first part of this 
lecture is employed in discussing Dx 

i for indiseri 
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tion of the passages in the epistles 
bearing on the subject of baptism, where 
it is shown that “the hope of salvation 
and the privileges of God’s children 
were recognized in the persons who had 
been baptized,” page 242. This is fol- 
lowed by practical illustrations of the 
nature of the change which the apostles 
required previously to baptism ; and it 
is proved that a profession of repentance 
and faith was every where required, and. 
that even the case of Simon Magus 
forms no exception. The lecture closes 
with the case of Saul. 


“Of all the cases that could be chosen to 
justify initiation without faith, this is the 
worst. The personal interference of the Lord 
himeelf places it beyond the range of merely 
human action. If there were no evidence of 
his faith but that afforded in the declaration of 
the Lord himself, this would be enough for 
Ananias, and show, as far as this example is 
concerned, that without such authority more 
caution and inquiry should be exercised. But 
was there no evidence of Paul’s faith when 
Ananias found him? He was praying, and to 
the Lord, whom he had persecuted too; he had 
been three days without food in his supplica- 
tions; his blinded and emaciated prostration 
would speak volumes, and more eloquently 
than words. Why did he not seek assistance 
of the physicians? Why did he not obtain 
succour of the Rabbis, to whom he had his 
letters of commendation? Why did he not 
complain of his personal injury, and charge the 
Nazarene with using violence? The simple 
answer is, he had believed. In his own words, 
*He was not disobedient to the heavenly 
vision.’ He saw that Jesus was the Christ; 
and he had no hope now but in his mercy. 
Paul was not ignorant, His knowledge in the 
Jews’ religion wanted only this one centraliz- 
ing point, and it would soon form a perfect 
system in conformity with its law. Jesus was 
the true centre of all the elements which Saul 
had collected in his youthful study. Hence, 
when once relieved by an acceptance in Christ, 
he was prepared for action. His sins he saw in 
the rejection and persecution of the Lord, at 
whose feet he was now prostrate, fasting in 
‘prayer. The messenger reminds him that these 
sins must be disavowed, washed away, in the 
baptism by which, as a believer in Jesus, his 


alliance with rebellion must be broken for ever. 


Was it mere excitement? He didit. He did 
it deliberately ; he did it as the Lord approved; 


for the Lord removed his blindness in the very | 


act. Was this mere excitement? He went 


into the’synagogue and confounded the Jews by | 
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proving there that this Jesus is both Lord and 
Christ, Yet it is said, that this was mere 
excitement, and not faith. There might have 
been excitement felt, and justly, for the events 
were wonderful ; but it remained until, in danger 
of his life, the disciples procured his escape by a 
window in the city wall. That excitement 
remained until he had penetrated Arabia, and 
returned; it was not quenched by the trials of 
Jerusalem, of Ephesus, of Philippi, or of Rome; 
it sustained him on Mars Hill, and in the ship- 
wreck ; if continued till his martyrdom: but it 
was more than excitement; a moral principle 
was implanted and evolved in his breast which 
never could expire; and hence, on terminating 
his triumphant career, he said, ‘I have finished 
my course; I have kept the faith,’ St. Paul 
was a baptized believer.”— Pp. 290—292. 


The seventh lecture is on the Testi- 
mony of the Ancient Christian Authors, 
in which Mr. Stovel brings passages from 
some of the fathers in proof that they re- 
garded baptism as preceded by a change 
of heart, and not producing it. Some of 
these testimonies are very clear and 
decided, yet we must confess that we 
cannot value this evidence, taken as a 
whole, so highly as Mr. Stovel ap- 
pears to do. Though many expres- 
sions of the fathers which identify 
baptism with a new birth ought, no 
doubt, to be taken to mean nothing 
more than that it was the entrance on 
a new course, the avowed beginning of 
a new life, it must yet, be admitted 
that, from the beginning of the third 
century, undue importance was at- 
tached to the rite of baptism, until it 
gradually came to supersede a change of 
heart, and spiritual religion was almost 
buried under the accumulation of sacra- 
mental forms. 

The last lecture is headed, The Gene- 
ral Apostacy. Mr. Stovel traces infant 
baptism to the notions of sacramental 
efficacy, which gradually became preva- 


lent in the church; and thus clearly 


admits that the views of the great body 
of fathers, on this point, were erroneous. 
He then notices the attempts of paedo- 
baptist dissenters to maintain their 
position by arguments drawn from the 
supposed identification of the terms 
baptize and purify, and concludes with 
an appeal to the professed disciples of 
Christ to act upon their principles of 
allegiance to him. 

At the end of the work there are 
three appendices, on the act of Christian 
baptism, the English renderings of 
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‘“Muornowoy,” and the Ellipsis in the 
Commission. In the first of these, 
which Mr. Stovel designates an Hng- 
lish method with the word baptize, it is 
shown that no English word can be 
substituted for “baptize,” so as to be 
intelligible in all the passages in which 
it occurs, except one having the mean- 
ing “immerse,” or “dip.” We must 
confess that we were sorry to observe, 
in one part of these observations, a tone 
ofbanter, which is not at all to our 
taste, and we would seriously urge Mr. 
Stovel to omit, in a second edition, 
almost the whole paragraph on the 
distinction between “ going down into,” 
and “going on,” the water. 

In regard to our-Lord’s commission 
(Matt. xxviii. 18—20), there are two 
grammatical points which Mr. Stovel 
discusses. The first, relating to the dis- 
agreement in gender between the noun 
(vn) and the following pronoun 
(adrovc), is treated of principally in 
the sixth lecture, to which we promised 
to revert. Mr. Stovel thus states the 
case .— 


“Tn his appeal to the commission, Dr. Halley 
dwells with as much triumphant repetition of 
[on] the English pronoun them, and the phrase 
‘ prammatical sense,’ as can with ease be recon- 
ciled to modesty. In the sentence, “Go ye 
forth, disciple all the nations, baptizing them 
into the name of the Father, and of the Son, 
and of the Holy Ghost, teaching them to 
observe all things whatsoever I have com- 
manded you.’ The word them, which follows 
the words baptize and teach, is used to translate 
the word avzovs, which is a masculine pronoun, 
and falls under the rule that a pronoun agrees 
with its nounin the antecedent proposition in 
number and gender, but derives its case from 
the verb in its own proposition. But the ante- 
cedent proposition here is, ‘ Go and disciple all 
the nations ;’ the nations being neuter: by this 
rule, the masculine avrovs, them, cannot agree, 
therefore, with this antecedent noun. If the 
course of the reasoning seemed to require it, 
and exceptions to the rule could be found, to 
justify the referring of avrovs to the neuter 
antecedent, Dr, Halley should have produced 
the cases, to justify his departure from the 


rule; but he has not done so, he appeals to 


grammar, and in grammar he fails, It is be- 


lieved that no example, to justify such a depar- | 


ture from this rule, can be found.”—Pp, 221, 
222, Siento 


We cannot but be pore our astonish- 
ment at this last sta’ 
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must surely have noticed in reading the 
Greek Testament that it is not at all 
unusual for neuter nouns, which signify 
living agents, to be followed by pronouns 
in the masculine gender. Thus, Gal. iv. 
19, rexvia prov, ovc, where the noun is 
neuter and the relative masculine ; and 
with regard to this very noun, there are 
many examples of the same construc- 
tion; e. g., Matt. xxv. 32, “ Before him 
shall be gathered all nations (rayra ra 
@9yn),and he shall separate them (atrovc); 
Acts xxi. 25, “ As touching the Gentiles 
(3vav) who believe, we have written 
and concluded that they (airodc) ob- 


serve no such thing, save only that. 


they keep themselves (adroic) from » 


idols.” The same construction is found 
in Acts xxvi. 17; xxviii. 28; Rom. ii. 
14; Eph. iv. 17, 18; and probably in other 
passages, since these examples have been 
collected from a very hasty reference to 
the Greek concordance. One passage of 
similar construction (Acts xv. 17) has 
been given by Mr. Stovel in the course 
of this appendix, and though he does 
not there refer to this peculiarity of it, 
it would seem that he had noticed it 
from the translation he gives. It would 
take us too far away from the matter in 
hand to remark on his translation of 
this passage, but we must say that 
it cannot be made to accord with the 
grammatical structure of the Greek 
text. The construction on which we 
are remarking is by no means pecu- 
liar to the New Testament, as any one 
may see by referring to the grammars 
(e. g. Matthiee’s Gr. Gram. § 434; Jelf’s 
Gr. Gram. § 379). There is, then, no- 
thing in the gender of the pronoun 
which would militateagainst Dr. Halley’s 
argument drawn from it. The true an- 
swer to his argument, as it seems to us, 
is, that he falls into an error similar to 
that which we have noticed in Mr. 
Stovel, viz., the attempt to push gram- 
matical accuracy too far. There are 
many instances in which the pronoun 
does not include the whole notion of the 
antecedent noun. To give one instance; 
Matt. xii. 15,“ Great multitudes followed 
him and he healed them ail.” The plain 


meaning is, that he healed all those — 


from among the multitudes who were 
sick. So in this passage the term 
“them” cannot be taken in the whole 


must be limited to those who are proper 
our astonish- | subjects for | hs rst 
ement. Mr. Stovel | command is to“ disciple all the nations,” 


for baptism. And since th 


oa 


extent of the antecedent, “nations,” but 
ie 
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ples of,” the persons so made disciples 


- course the term by which these persons 
are expressed follows the verb in the 


‘ 


< 
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pled many.” If, then, the Nese 
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the natural construction will refer the 
pronoun in the subsequent clause, to 
those from amongst the nations who are 
made disciples. ‘This, indeed, is the 
result at which Mr. Stovel arrives, but 
his argument that the pronoun adrod¢g 
cannot grammatically have éSvn for its 
antecedent lies open to the objection 
which we have endeavoured to point 
out. 

The second grammatical point, in 
respect to the commission, Mr. Stovel 
thus states :— 


“From the considerations advanced in the 
text of Lecture VI, it is clear that the words, 
‘Go forth, disciple all the nations, baptizing 
them,’ &c., must contain an ellipsis, since the 
discipling of a nation is not a work consistent 
with the facts of sacred history, the intentions 
of divine love, or the powers with which the 
apostles were entrusted.””—Page 508, 


And he goes on to show that the 
preposition card must be understood 
before the words wayra ra #Syn, trans- 
lating the passage, “disciple ye (indi- 
viduals) (through or in) all the nations.” 
In the course of his remarks, he strangely 
mixes up three separate verbs, paS7- 
Tevw, evayyediZopar, and kypicow. Cle- 
ment uses the last of these, with the 
phrase card ywoac Kai wédec, in refer- 
ence to the apostles’ preaching “ through 
regions and cities.” We need not, how- 
ever, follow the whole course of Mr. 
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some other noun to be understood; as, 
indeed, Mr. Stovel does in his transla- 
tion, though he makes no remark upon 
it. This is so strange an ellipsis, when 
the noun, immediately following the 
verb, seems at least to stand as its 
object, that few will, we think, be in- 
clined to admit it. Nor can we at all 
see the need of supposing any-ellipsis. 
The term “nations” is not necessarily 
to be understood of various collections 
of men, each viewed in its collective 
capacity, and forming one body which, 
as a whole, is to be discipled and 
baptized, but the word in itself includes 
the notion of the individuals who make 
up these bodies; and since the act of 
“discipling”’ or teaching can only be 
performed on individuals, that notion, 
of necessity, is brought before the mind 
in this passage. There is, then, no 
grammatical ellipsis; the force of the 
terms themselves, mdyra ra éSvn, in 
this construction, is “all the individuals 
of all nations.” It does not, of course, 
follow that all individuals would actually 
become disciples.- That which the apos- 
tles had to do was to use their efforts to 
make them become such, just as Mark 
says, “Preach the gospel to every 
creature.” es 

We fear we have exhausted the 
patience of our readers by these length- 
ened remarks on what may be con- 
sidered minute points of criticism. But 


Stovel’s argument to show that he has 
taken up an untenable position. It is 
sufficient to remark that the verb here 
employed (waSnretw) is not that which 
Clement uses, and when used intransi- 
tively, has not the sense which Mr. 
Stovel would seem to give it. It then 
means not “to make disciples,” but “ to 
be a disciple.” It is thus used in Matt. 
xxvii. 57, where it is said that Joseph 


also himself was a disciple (tuadnrevce) | 


of Jesus. When used transitively, it 
means “ to disciple,” or “to make disci- 


being the object of the verb, and of | 


accusative case. Thus, Acts xiv. 21, 
padyredoavrec ixavodc, “ Having disci- 


we must still further beg, with all respect, 


that Mr. Stovel should revise the transla- 


tion which he has given of passages of 
the New Testament. We honour his en- 
deavours to give literally the meaning 
of every word, but we feel persuaded 
that he will see that he has, in many 
cases, not attained his object. We par- 
ticularly object to the almost indis- 
criminate insertion of the indefinite 
article “a,” when the definite article is 
not expressed in Greek. Mr. Stovel is 


‘aware that there are many cases in” 
which the Greeks did not insert the 


definite article because the noun carried 
in itself the definite notion, which the 


= 
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instance, we do not see that it is any 
improvement to translate Titus iii. 5, 
“Through @ washing of @ new birth, 
and a renewing of a Holy Spirit,” page 
348. The definite article is not required 
in the first and third instances, but 
there is no need to insert the indefinite; 
in the second and fourth the definite is, 
in our view, required, and most especially 
in the fourth. Indeed, Mr. Stovel himself 
seems to acknowledge this in his trans- 
lation of the remarks of Theophylact on 
this passage, where he uses the terms, 
“the Holy Spirit,” though the text of 
the Greek father is without the article, 
just as that of Paul is. We must notice 
one other passage; Gal. iii. 28, “There 
is not in one man a Jew, and in another a 
Greek,” &c., page 341. The construction 
of the Greek would make this rendering 
impossible, since the words ov gm 


(“there is not in”) do not occur after 
each adjective, but after each pair of 
adjectives; and if it were not so, this 
method of supplying the ellipsis seems 
to us inadmissible, when it may so 
plainly be supplied from the concluding 
words of the sentence, tv Xpior@ "Inood, 
“There is not in [Christ] Jew nor 
Greek ... for ye all are one in Christ 
Jesus.’ 

We had marked for examination some 
other passages from the New Testament, 
but probably we have said enough to 
justify our request that Mr. Stovel would 
carefully review the whole of his trans- 
lations. We have been induced to make 
these remarks principally that we may 
free Mr. Stovel’s argument from some 
things which seem to us objectionable, 
and which, therefore, might weaken its 
force in-the minds of some, at least, of 
his readers. Agreeing, as we do, in the 
general conclusion at which Mr. Stovel 
arrives, we feel it the more incumbent 
upon us to state clearly, that we do not 
assent to all the arguments and illustra- 
tions which he employs. The great 

_ object which, we doubt not, Mr. Stovel 
has in view, as well as ourselves, is the 
advancement of the truth; but we should 
betray the cause of truth if we did not 
avow our dissent from what we believe 
to-be erroneous, even though it be em- 
ployed for the establishment of our own 

Opinions. 

In regard to style, the lectures are 
evidently much more adapted for being 
listened to than for being read. Many 
sentences are obscure which were, doubt- 


Jess, plain when they were delivered. | be 


PLAN FOR 


This obscurity arises partly from un- 
usual combinations of words, and partly 
from the use of words in an unusual 
sense, as, e. g., the word “action,” which 
occurs very frequently; sometimes there 
is a sort of double sense, as in the word 
“justified,” pp. 147, 148; and not unfre- 
quently the sentences are incomplete, as 
in the following example, “It was neces- 
sary, and even courtesy required [that] 
so much attention [should be given] to 
the premises and arguments,” &c., page 
56; where the words included in 
brackets, or some similar expressions, 
must be supplied. There needs a very 
careful revision to free the work from 
defects of this kind. Yet with all these 
exceptions the style is, on the whole, as 
those who are acquainted with the 
author would expect it to be—vigorous 
and effective. The lengthened quota- 
tions we have given will furnish a fair 
specimen of it. 


On the Means of Rendering more Efficient the 
Education of the People. A Letter to the 
Lord Bishop of St. David’s. By Water 
Farquuar Hoox,' D.D., Vicar of Leeds, 
London: 8yo. pp. 71. Price 2s, 6d. 


PopvaR education is likely to be, for 
some months at least, the leading topic 
of conversation among the more intelli- 
gent of our countrymen. The new 
premier, with whom it has always been 
a favourite subject, has already an- 
nounced his hope that he shall be able 


-to lay some practical measure in rela- 


tion to it before the House of Commons; 
and the announcement was received 
with apparent satisfaction by prominent 
men of different parties. Among states- 
men there is a general concurrence in 
the opinion that there is a mass of igno- 
rance in this country, inconsistent with 
its welfare and safety, which it is the 
duty of the state to adopt energetic 


means of removing. A large portion of ~ 


the benevolent and religious classes of 
the community, including many influ- 
ential dissenters, are of the same opin- 
ion; some of them holding it so strongly _ 
as to be ready to accede to plans which | 
are not in accordance with their princi-_ 
ples, and which they cannot contemplate 
with perfect satisfaction. Wedeem it — 
our duty, therefore, without delay, to — 
direct the attention of our readers to _ 
the subject, in order to pr ; 
for discussions to which they will soon 
‘peremptorily summoned. = 


re them —_ 
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The pamphlet before us, which, though 
it has but just appeared, has already 
reached a third edition, is on many 
accounts remarkable. Its author, Dr. 
Hook, is well known as an able and 
influential leader among the high church 
clergy. The style in which he writes is 
calm, dignified, and earnest; he has 
evidently bestowed much independent 
and vigorous thought on the subject; 
and the conclusions at which he has 
arrived are such as few would have 
anticipated. Many who have been ac- 
customed to admire, as well as many 


. who have altogether distrusted him, will 


read some passages in this pamphlet with 
emotions similar to those which were 
excited in Damascus by the first ser- 
mons of Saul of Tarsus. It may be 
that we have misunderstood him former- 
ly, or it may be that his views have been 
modified by meditation and experience, 
but we have found many things in these 
‘pages that have both surprised and 
pleased us. There is a greater approxi- 
mation to what we deem correct views 
in the following passage, for example, 
than we ever expected to see from the 
pen of Dr. Hook :— 


“The notion is now exploded which once 
prevailed, that the church of England has an 
exclusive claim to pecuniary support on the 
ground of its being the establishment. Those 
who, like myself, are called High Churchmen, 
have little or no sympathy with mere establish- 
mentarians. In what way the church of Eng- 
land is established, even in this portion of the 
British empire, it is very difficult to say. Our 
ancestors endowed the church, not by legislative 
enactment, but by the piety of individuals; 
even royal benefactors acted in their individual, 
not their corporate, capacity, and their grants 
haye been protected, like property devised to 
other corporations, by the legislature. At the 
conquest the bishops were, on account of the 
lands they held, made barons, and inyested with 
the rights as well as the responsibilities of feudal 
lords. It is as barons, not as bishops, that seats 
in the House of Lords are held by some of our 
prelates ; not by all, for a portion of our hierarchy 

eminently distinguished for learning, zeal, and 
piety, the colonial bishops, are excluded. The 
church thus endowed and protected, was once 
the church of the whole nation: it was cor-" 
rupted in the middle ages: it was reformed ; 
and, as the old catholic church, reformed, it 
remains among us to this day, one of the great 
corporations of the land, But it ceased to be the 


religion of the whole nation when, many depart 
ing from it, a full toleration of all denomina-— 
Langan; 2 2 


“ 


tions of Christianity was granted. It exists, 
therefore, now, simply as one of the many cor- 
porations of the country, claiming from the 
state, like every other corporation, protection 
for its rights and its property. It is a pure 
fiction to assert that the state, by any act of 
parliament, has established the church of Eng- 
land, or any other form of Christianity, to 
which it is exclusively bound to render pecu- 
niary support, or to~afford any other support 
than such as every class of her Majesty’s sub- 
jects have a right todemand, his is proved 
by the impossibility of producing any act of 
parliament by which this establishment was 
ordained, The church has inherited property, 
together with certain rights, and it has a claim 
upon protection, precisely similar to the claim 
for protection which may be urged by the Lord 
Mayor and the Corporation of London, who are 
also invested with certain rights and property 
handed down to them from their predecessors. 
The church has no more claim for exclusive 
pecuniary aid from the state, or for any pecu- 
niary aid at all, than is possessed by any other 
of those many corporations with which our 
country abounds. To call upon parliament to 
vote any money-for the exclusive support of the 
church of England, is to call upon parliament 
to do what is unjust. The taxes are collected 
from persons of all religions, and cannot be 
fairly expended for the exclusive maintenance 
of one. I may, indeed, in passing, observe, that 
the outcry is unjust which is sometimes raised 
against government for not establishing bishop- 
ries in the colonies: if the government is 
to support our bishops, it is equally bouné 
to support prelates of the ehurch of Rome, 
and presbyterian ministers; and by seeking, 
therefore, for such support, we should only 
fare the worse, If the church has a right 
to demand protection from the state, the 
state has an equal right to demand of the 
church that, with her ample endowments, she 
should make provision for her wants without 
secking grants from the public funds, which are 
raised by the taxation of all the people. I think 


that our colonial bishops ought to be supported, 


not merely by private subscriptions, but by the 
more wealthy bishops at home: but, be this as 
‘it may, we have certainly no right to make 
demand for such a purpose upon the state. And 
if the church of England claims a right to the 
exclusive education of the people, it becomes 
her duty to seek to supply the deficiency of the 


funds required, by appropriating her property” 


to this purpose. Our bishops are, on this prin- 
ciple, bound to go down to the House of Lords 


‘and seek powers from the legislature to sell 


their estates, and their example should be 


fone ty te more open of he ino 
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clergy. The help of the laity would be then 
sufficient. It would be better for the church 
to have a pauperized hierarchy than an unedu- 
cated people ; and never could the hierarchy be 
more respectable than when pauperized in such 
acause, But though I shrink not from declar- 
ing what must be, and ought to be, the conse- 
quence of asserting the principle that the edu- 
cation of the people, secular as well as religious, 
pertains exclusively to the church, I admit that 
such a measure is not to be required, because 
the country will not accept the education of the 
church; and for the religious education of those 
who will receive education at our hands, we 
have at present sufficient funds, though they 
are insufficient for that which it is useless for 
the church to attempt—the general education 
of the people.”—Pp, 37—40. 


Perhaps the writer does not perceive 
clearly whither some of the principles 
evolved in this paragraph would lead, 
but it is pleasing to find him avowing 
them, and applying them as he does to 
national education. The following re- 
marks appear to us to be equally true 
and pertinent :— 


“Tt is abundantly clear that the state cannot 
give a religious education, as the word religion 
is understood by unsophisticated minds. The 
assertion that it is desirable that the state 
should educate, and that its education must be 
a religious one, which is, as I shall show, in one 
sense true, must greatly awaken suspicion when 
the assertion is made by those who are known 
to have no religion, properly speaking, them- 
selves, It is suspected that an eyasion is 
intended, and that it is meant to keep the word 
of promise to the ear, but break it to the hope. 
There is an instinct in the religious mind, which 
excites a suspicion that the principle is enunci- 
ated merelyto silence opposition; and the ques- 
tion at once occurs to the practical English 
mind (to which religion is not a sentiment, but 
a reality); when you speak of religion, what 
religion do you intend? The churchman asks, 
Is education to be based on my religion? If it 
be, I am ready to sacrifice every thing in order 
to work with the state, But no; this cannot 
be; for this would exclude a large and influ- 
ential portion of the community, the protestant 
dissenters. And then comes the question from 
the dissenters, Will you base education wpon 
protestantism, or the admission of every species 
of doctrine and opinion except those which are 
peculiar to the church of Rome? This cannot 
be; because it would lead to the rejection of 


Roman catholics. Will you base religion, then, | 


on the bible, and the bible only? The difficulty. 
now occurs aces: bien ots aes 
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the authorized version, the Roman catholic, or 
the ‘unitarian’ version. What, then, is the 
religion the statesman will give us as the basis 
of education? Upon investigating the subject, 
we find that a notion prevails among careless 
people, that religion may be treated as either 
general or special: special religion is doctrinal, 
and general religion is some system of morals 
which, being divested of all doctrine, looks so 
like no religion at all, that religious persons at 
once perceive, that when people talk of an 
education based on such a religion, they seek to 
deceive themselves as well as us, and utter a 
falsehood.” —Pp. 383—35, 


After showing that to separate the 
morality of the gospel from the doc- 
trines of the gospel every one who 
knows what the gospel is knows to be 
impossible, that the general religion 
which some talk of is no religion—a 
mere deceptive shadow—and that those 
who were thus instructed would be 
brought up to suppose that Christian . 
doctrine is a thing indifferent, an ex- 
ercise for the ingenuity of theologians. 
but of no practical importance, Dr. 
Hook adds,— 


“T believe that all religious sects and parties 
will, on this ground, combine to resist any state 
education which is professedly religious; and I 
believe that it is because statesmen have sup- 
posed it necessary, in order to conciliate reli- 
gious persons, which they have entirely failed 
to do, by talking of their education as based 
upon religion, that the strong feeling of opposi- 
tion to state education has been excited. But 
their position will be changed, if they tell us 
that while the state recognizes the necessity of 
a religious education, it can itself only give 
a literary and scientific education; and that it 
will obtain from others a blessing which it can- 
not confer itself. It makes an essential differ- 
ence whether a part is put for the whole, which 
is the fact under the systems hitherto proposed ; 
or whether the literary education of the state 
be declared of itself insufficient, and only one 
department of a great work, If the state says 
that it will make provision for literary or secular 
instruction, calling in the joint aid of the church 
and dissenters to complete the education ; if it 


divides education into two departments, assums 


ing one to itself, and offering every mel 
those who labiowe in the other department, a 


great portion of the objections to which Ihave — 


alluded will be ee 
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“ Now if the iis were to establish a school — 


in which literary and scientific instruction 


—Pp. 86, 87, $s iw = J 
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government, would not this principle be suffi- 
ciently affirmed ; provided it were required of 
eyery child to bring on the Monday of every 
week a certificate of his having attended the 
Sunday school of his parish church, or of some 
place of worship legally licensed, and also of his 
having attended, for similar religious instruc- 
tion, at some period set apart during the week? 
Let this, then, be a principle laid down,—that 
the state might endow schools in which instruc- 
tion purely literary or secular should be im- 
parted, with due care to impress upon the minds 
of the children the fact, that this instruction is 
not in itself sufficient; but that, to complete 
the system of education, religious instruction is 
also secured for them, in accordance with those 
traditions whether of church or of dissent, which 
they have received from their parents.”—Pp. 
40, 41. 


There is so much that is honest, 
liberal, and reasonable, in the following 
passage, that we could wish that the 
writer were both almost and altogether 
such as we are in sentiment and 
practice :— 


“Those who think with me do not wish to 
have the education of the people in our hands, 
unless the people are willing to accept the edu- 
cation which we, as ministers of the church, are 
commissioned to give. Still less do we wish, as 
some influential parties in the National Society 
have suggested, to allure children of dissenters 
into our schools, under a promise that the 
catechism shall not be taught, while all the 
while we have it in our hearts to induce them, 
when they grow up, to become conformists, We 
simply seek the liberty which is conceded to all, 
to teach those who are willing to receive our 
instruction, according to what we, being church- 
men, have received as the words of truth. As 
to the formation of a church party distinct from 
church principles, we repudiate the idea, 

“T am inclined to contend that the clergy 
will: be more at liberty to propound to their 
children the doctrines of the church under the 
system I propose, than they are under the 
existing system. They will not be restrained, 
by motives of policy, from teaching the truth, 
and the whole truth, and they will have even 
more opportunity for doing so than they have 
at present, It is undoubtedly true that dis- 


senters will enjoy equal liberty; that their |. 


privileges will be the same ; but this is precisely 
what I ask the clergy to surrender—jealousy 
of dissenters. Let us put all thought of dis- 
 genters out of the question ; whether they take 
- the lead or follow the lead, is only a question in 


_ which the pride of the establishment is con- 


cerned; let us pass it by, and simply seck to 
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ascertain whether or not we can educate the 
children whose parents will accept a church 
education at our hands, as well under the system 
I propose as we can do under the circumstances 
in which we are now placed? I have no fear as 
to the answer unprejudiced minds must give to 
the question, We shall obtain a great boon for 
our country without any spiritual-loss to our- 
selves, I believe that-dissenters will return a 
similar answer to the same question if they will 
consider it fairly ; and so both parties will remain 
precisely in the same relative position as that 
which they at present occupy. And here Iam 
free to admit, that if it can be shown that any 
undue advantage is given to the church over 
dissent by my present proposal, this will be, so 
far, a valid objection to it. It would be absurd, 
as well as undesirable, to attempt any retro- 
grade movement, and to place dissenters, in the 
cause of education, at a disadvantage, I only 
ask for a fair field, where, in educating the 
people, we may display, not opposition, but a 
generous rivalry, as is the case, for the most 
part, at the present time. We cannot unite 
with dissenters, because we cannot unite with- 
out a compromise of religious principle on either 
side: such I do not expect from them, and such 
they have no right to expect from us. But as 
for political privileges, these we would readily 
concede to them for the good of our country ; 
nor would we allow any establishmentarian 
pride to offer an impediment in the way of 
public improvement.”— Pp. 57—59, 


Into the details of the author’s plan, 
of course we cannot enter, but the 
following epitome will give a general 
idea of it :-— 


“ And now, my Lord, in conclusion, I will 
briefly recapitulate what has been suggested in 
this letter. There are to be two classes of 
schools: — 

“TI. The schools of religious doctrine, precept, 
and training. 

“ These schools are to be held on the Sunday, 
and on the afternoons of Wednesday and 
Friday. 7 

“ They are to be supported by the voluntary 
contributions of religious congregations, 

“The master of the literary school may act 
as the superintendent of a Sunday school, when 
elected by the trustees of such school. 

“ When the trustees of any existing school 
permit the buildings to be used as a government 
school, such trustees shall be at liberty to use 
those buildings on the Sunday for a school 
of religion. | ; 

« When any new school is erected, it may be 
used for the same purpose by trustees con~ 
tributing a certain sum towards the erection of 

38 
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the edifice. The superintendence of the schools 
of religion, or catechetical schools, would of 
course rest with the bishop and the parochial 
clergy, so far as the church schools are con- 
cerned, Dissenters would make such regula- 
tions as to them might seem expedient. 

“II, Literary or secular schools, which are 
to be taught by masters and apprentices holding 
diplomas from the government, awarded after 
examination by a board of examiners appointed 
by authority. 

~“ The master must have received ‘a regular 
training in a normal school established by the 
church, or in a dissenting school, licensed by 
the government, 

“ The apprentices must be bound by inden- 
tures to serve a certain number of years at 
specified stipends. ‘They must receive instruc- 
tion from the master, and be examined from 
time to time by the inspectors of schools, and 
certificates of regular progress in acquirements 
and skill must be required for the payment 
of their stipends. 

“The supervision of these schools should rest 
with the magistrates and lay-inspectors ap- 
pointed by the committee of Privy Council, 

_ *'The funds, with the exception of the sti- 
pends of apprentices, and of occasional gratuities 
to deserving masters, should be{ provided out of 
a local fund raised by a county rate, and from 
parliamentary grants, 
_ “In'these schools, let the objects be (1.) strict, 
moral discipline, which can only be enforced by 
well-trained masters, with diligent apprentices 
‘or under masters: (2.) the exercise of the 
mental faculties; the ploughing of the soil, as 
it were, preparatory to the sowing of the seed, 
which is much more important that sciolists are 
aware of, and in which, as regards our lower 
classes, the present system is deficient, ‘This 
implies, that whatever is taught, be it*much or 


little, be it mathematics to the higher classes, 
_ or spelling to the lower, shall be taught well, 


correctly, and completely. Slovenly teaching 
makes slovenly minds, and slovenly minds are 
immoral,” 4°.3°. To learn a little well, cor= 
rectly, and completely, is far better {than to 


instruc- | 
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or abandon the position which we have 
taken on the general question. If our 
friends who possess the Baptist Maga- 
zine for 1843 will do us the honour to 
revert to the number for October, they 
will there find our views of the undesir- 
ableness of government interference 
with education illustrated at some 
length; and subsequent thought and 
observation have only tended to con- 
firm the opinions we then expressed. 
We are not at all inclined to under- 
rate the evils of popular ignorance, or 
deny the lamentable prevalence of that 
ignorance among both children and 
adults. We are not insensible to the in- 
adequacy of the efforts which are made 
by benevolent and pious persons to en- 
lighten the benighted masses, or to the 
toil and self-denial which their exer- 
tions require. But we deny that the 
communication of instruction or the 
formation of character is within the 
province of government ; we are certain 
that it is not in the power of govern- 
ment to diffuse that knowledge which it 
is essential to the happiness of the com- 
munity that it should possess, and we 
are persuaded that an attempt to do this 
by legislative meastires will be mischiev- 


ous. If it be said that the voluntary — 
principle is here ineffective, we reply _ 


that the compulsory principle will prove 
yet less effective. If it be said that 
what is desirable cannot be secured by 
private effort, we reply that it cannot 
be secured by the state. The state may 
set up.an apparatus for the purpose, but 
it cannot work that apparatus success- 
fully. The state may supply machinery, 
but the living principle will be wanting. 
The state may furnish the funds—that 


is, it may compel the unwilling to bring — 
| contributions, and collect the contribu- — 
tions of the willing —but the acquisition — 
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ready to avail themselves of the advan- 
tages placed within their reach; but 
their children obtain instruction now, 
either from their own resources or from 
the charitable arrangements of their 
neighbours. It is not for the sake of 
these that new measures are required ; 
it is not from the children of orderly 
and religious labourers, however in- 
digent, that the dangers arising from 
brutish ignorance in the rising genera- 
tion are apprehended. Well built school- 
houses, well selected teachers, and well 
appointed inspectors, will not remove 
the great practical difficulty with which 
the friends of popular education have to 
contend. The great difficulty experienced 
by those who have engaged, as we our- 
selves have, in the management of 
schools for the poor, has been to obtain 
the regular attendance of the children 
and the co-operation of the parents. 
“Why were not you here two hours 
ago?” “Mother did not get up in time 
to get me ready.” Will government 
make mother get up earlier? “Wh 

were you not here last week ?” “ Please 
sir, Thad no shoes.” Will government 
furnish shoes? “ Why were you not at 
the Sunday school yesterday ?” “ Please 
sir, L was wanted to take care of baby.” 
Will government provide some other 
nurse for baby? The children of the 
poorest, wickedest, and most ignorant 
parents, who consequently are most in 
need of gratuitous education, cannot 
now be fobtained, or if nominally ob- 
tained, cannot be induced to attend 
regularly and in a spirit of subordina- 
tion, even though it is known by the 


aay the school is managed by. 
the 


most kind-hearted people in the 
neighbourhood, who support the bene- 
volent societies whose aid is eagerly 
sought in sickness, and who are main- 
taining this school in kindness to them 
and their little ones. Will these children 


be sent to the parish school? Will they 


be sent regularly, punctually, clean and 
docile, to receive government training ? 


Take, for preplnss a oase which Dr, 


duces, as a proof of the 


Hook himself a 


pee z oe Sens tes ane | admonitions of the police. Persevering 
r | Christian benevolence may make some~ 
|impression on them, though it has to 
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or receiving an education worse than none; for 
where a number of children are gathered to- 
gether, if some good is not going on, much of 
evil must ensue from the mere aggravation of 
numbers, Not one in a hundred attends any 
place of worship ; but the usual practice is, for 
the men to lie in bed on the Sunday morning, 
while the women cook the dinner, and for an 
adjournment in the evening to take place to a 
public house.” 2 


Very lamentable indeed; but in what 
degree would it be remedied if Dr, 
Hook’s whole plan were adopted? Un- 
less something can be done to conyince 
these [degraded sensualists that it will 
be in some way for their advantage, or 
at least for the advantage of their chil- 
dren, that the school should be attended, 
the boys and girls will no more go to 
the school, if one be opened, than the 
fathers and mothers go to church, 
Attendance must be made compulsory, 
or the mere opening of a governmental 
institution will effect very little in such 
a population. “The class of persons,” 
he observes,:who formerly were accus- 
tomed to hide themselyes in the deep 
recesses of a forest, under the leadership 
of a Robin Hood or a Rob Roy, and 
who mingled with their outlawry some 
generosity of feeling and respect for 
religion, are now to be found in the still 
more gloomy alleys and back-streets of 
our large towns, where they obtain a 
precarious livelihood by pilfering and 
| begging ; adding to inherited vice the 
dissipation of cities, and to their natural 
ferocity a. surly infidelity. These are 
the persons, and such as these, who are 
ready at a moment’s notice for turbu- 
| lence and mischief.” ~Very true: but 
let Dr. Hook stand for a while, on a 
Sunday evening, or a Monday eyening, 
at the outlets of a few of these alleys, 
and then calculate how many of the SS 
juvenile inhabitants would resort nin eae = 
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government school opened for their re- 
ception. About as many would visit it | 
spontaneously to receive the instruc 
tion the state had provided for them ~ 

there, as now resort spontaneously to 
the adjacent station-house to receive the 


ontend with an amount of passive — 
resistance that is confessedly dishearten- 
be ee school } - 
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attractive, either to parents and chil- 
dren, unless it were the county goal ? 
Yet, except in a few cases, Dr. Hook 
disclaims any compulsion that would 
interfere with the liberty of the sub- 
ject. If a child were found begging 
indeed, he would have the state appro- 
priate that child, and send it to a sort 
of pauper boarding school; or if it were 
destined to factory labour, he would 
require a certificate of a certain reason- 
able amount of proficiency hefore it 
should be permitted to work full time 
in the mill; but he does not suggest 
any mode of compelling the attendance 
of others, and we think he has too 
much knowledge of the English charac- 
ter not to perceive that an attempt to 
render education compulsory would be 
the most formidable hindrance to educa- 
tion that human folly has ever invented. 
Here is the dilemma: without compul- 
sory attendance, the arrangements made 
by the state will prove abortive in 
respect to those classes on whose behalf 
t is thought that they are necessary ; 
and compulsory attendance will be 
resisted in some cases, evaded in others, 
and rendered useless in more. It will 
render the government schools unpopu- 
lar with all the labouring classes; it 
will infringe parental rights and conscien- 
tious scruples, among the honourable 
poor, and it will facilitate the introduc- 
tion of other arrangements which will 
be destructive of both civil and religious 
freedom. The small end of the wedge, 
however reduced it may be in thickness, 
has here an ominous aspect. If state 
schools be opened for the voluntary 
attendance of the poor, it will soon be 
found that the purpose is not answered, 
and that the money of the public is ex- 


_ pended in vain, and enactments for com- 


pulsory attendance will follow. We are 
not inclined to impute to Dr. Hook 
anything that he disclaims; but we 
confess that there is no sentence in 
his pamphlet that we dislike more than 
that which begins, “No compulsion can, 
of course, be resorted to which would 


a Spanish Auto-da-fé.. What cruelties 
have not been inflicted, what oppres- 
sions have not been practised, under the 
conviction—the genuine, sincere convic- 
tion—of the men in authority, that they 
were only compelling mistaken persons 
to receive blessings and adopt courses 
which were as beneficial to themselves 
as to the public! 

Meanwhile, by the interference of the 
state, the voluntary exertions that have 
done so much during the last half 
century for the promotion of general 
education, would be partially, if not 
wholly, superseded. When there were 
government functionaries appointed to 
perform the work, spontaneous effort 
would appear to be unnecessary; and 
when there were funds supplied by 
taxation, private subscriptions for the 
same purpose would languish. “ Educa- 
tion is now general,” says Dr. Hook ; 
“we should endeavour to make it uni- 
versal ; and this, I feel sure, cannot be 
accomplished without more direct in- 
terference on the part of the state than 
any which now exists.” But he has 
apparently forgotten that it is possi- 
ble that in a vain attempt to make it 
universal on a totally different system 
from that which has made it general, 
we may lose the position that we have 
already attained, and find that we have 
retrograded. “Unless there be state 
schools,” he adds, “any such compulsory 
education as that to which I have 
alluded would be utterly impracticable.” 
But is not compulsory education a 
dangerous experiment, adapted to make 
education unpopular, and likely to prove, 
with English habits and under the Eng- 
lish constitution, an entire failure ? That 
there are some “admirable schools ” 


now, Dr. Hook admits,—some in his _ 


own parish,—and he says, “If-I were 
employed as an advocate of the present 
system of education, I might appeal to 
our bitterest opponent, and if he has 
common feelings of honesty, he would 
freely admit that we have done much 
more than, with our scanty resources, 
he could have supposed to be possible.” 
Let him take heed, then, how he 
pers with a system that has w 
well, and which may perhaps 
produce results which eve 


| present prepared 
moral anc U 
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religious education of our people, and to 
the perfecting of this system, religious 
persons must bend their minds.” But 
the inducement of the greater part of 
parents to send their children to the 
Sunday-school is, not that they should 
receive the religious instruction which 
the teachers are laudably anxious to 
give, but the small portion of secular 
instruction which accompanies it, and 
which their children would not other- 
wise obtain. If schools were instituted 
on Dr. Hook’s plan, no part of it would 
be found more difficult than to keep 
up the regular attendance at the Sunday 
school. Let him beware of endangering 
institutions, of the value of which he 
has formed so just an estimate. 


These remarks are thrown together 
hastily, and at personal inconvenience ; 
but we did not like to allow a month to 


pass, after a pamphlet had appeared so | 
well adapted to captivate benevolent | 


minds, and from so influential a quarter, 
without giving our readers some account 
of it, and laying before them considera- 
tions that ought to prevent a precipitate 
acquiescence in its proposals. If a 
government plan should appear, of 
course we must give it deliberate atten- 
tion. It is with regret that we perceive 
that a large proportion of the public 
press is in favour of the interference 
of the legislature in what, in our mature 
opinion, it would be much best that the 
legislature should let alone. In addition 
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to the topics to which we have adverted, 
there are other considerations connected 
with the subject that we hope intelligent 
men will not overlook. Some people 
think that government patronage is 
quite large enough, and that it is not 
desirable to place in official hands the 
appointment of a great number of 
salaried instructors. Without express- 
ing an opinion on this point, we acknow- 
ledge that we have a notion that govern- 
ment has quite as much on its hands as it 
can manage well! It would not, we think, 
facilitate the comfortable discharge of 
its functions to have to regulate an 
establishment for the secular instruction 
of the young, in addition to its other 
cares, which include an establishment 
for the religious instruction of all, the 
management of which is not very easy. 
If government would determine to con- 
fine itself to its own proper business, 
leaving every thing else to the good 
sense of the community; if it would 
follow up the repeal of the corn-laws 
by a careful investigation of the extent 
to which-other laws should be repealed 
relating to subjects with which it would 
have been wise that legislators should 
never have meddled, it might find, in 
our humble judgment, abundant occu- 
pation for one or two sessions, merely 
repealing, and enacting nothing; and 
at the end of its labours in this direc- 
tion, when they were really completed, 
we believe that the result would cause 
great joy in heaven, as well as on earth. 


BRIEF NOTICES. 


| History of the Baptist Churches in the North of 


England, from 1648 to 1845. By Davin 
Dovetas, Hamsterley. London: 12mo, pp. 
~ 808. Price 4s, 6d. 


‘The baptist churches in Northumberland, 
Durham, and the adjacent counties, are under 


_ great obligation to Mr. Douglas for the pains 
he has taken to search out their history during 


the two hundred years that have elapsed since 
_the commencement of their recorded exertions. 


3 ‘the : . 
go far as to present to the author its cordial 


rt 


ie: 


L 


Ff 
> Ela 1 
in view, was quite incompatible with the pro- | 


estan 


It requires more patient industry to collect the 
information contained in such a volume as this 
than persons inexperienced in such labours 
suppose; and we are happy to perceive that 
the Northern Association appreciated the work 


thanks, and to determine to promote its circu- 
lation, The facts he has collected are very 
numerous, and details are given to an extent 
which, though desirable for the purposes he had 


e and flowing narrative, ‘The 


— 2 


si nese oe 
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book will, on this account, however, be the 
more interesting to the families whose ancestry 
is described, and the more valuable to the future 
historian. Mr. Douglas has evidently expended 
more weeks and months in collecting his pre- 
cious stones than in polishing them: this he 
may do hereafter, at his leisure, or he may 
leave it to men whose genius inclines them to 
such small matters, ‘Ihe service he has ren- 
dered to the district in which he dwells is of a 
substantial and permanent character. A 


College Conference. Papers on the Education 
of the Christian Ministry: read before a 
Conference held at the Baptist Mission House, 
Moorgate Street, April 23, 24, 1846. Printed 
at the request of the Meeting. To which are 

ded Papers read before a previous 
eeting, held August 23 and 24, 1845. Lon- 


don: Hasler. 8vo. pp. 31. mys 
Our readers have been apprised of the cir- 
cumstances under which these meetings were 


held, and this publication will enable them to 
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learn the views that were adyocated by the 
gentlemen who convened those assemblies. At 
the meeting in August, after a statement by 
Dr. Steane, which is here recorded, two papers 
were read, one by Dr. Davies, on Theological 
Education in Germany and America, and the 
other by Dr, Steane, entitled, Suggestions for 
the Improvement of our Theological Institu- 
tions. At the meeting in April, papers were 
read, on the Separation of the Literary and The- 
ological Course, by Mr. Gotch; on the Practica- 
bility and Expediency of Requiring all Students 
to pay, at least, for their Board, by Dr. Davies; 
Hints on the Importance and Practicability of 
Allowing, under certain Conditions, Students 
not intended for the Ministry to enjoy the 
advantages of Education in our Colleges, with 
or without Residence, by Mr. Angus; on the 
Best Means of Cultivating the Personal Piety 
of Students, with a view to the Duties of the 
Ministry, by Mr. Birrell; and Practical Sugges- 
tions, designed to promote the Improvement of 
our System of Ministerial Education, founded 
on the preceding Papers, by Dr. Steane, 


On the Speculative Difficulties of Professing 
Christians, Edinburgh ; Blackwood and 
Sons. 16mo.'pp, 87. 

While it is an occasion for joy that infidelity 
possesses fewer talented and public advocates 
than was the case a few years since, a very 
little investigation will show that it is still 
exerting its hardening influence on the hearts 
of many. The youth in connexion with our 
city congregations are especially exposed to its 
insidious attacks. -To inform and fortify the 
minds of such we know of no work of similar 
size so well adapted as the one before us, In- 
telligent young persons, who suffer rather 
from sceptical doubts than from infidel assaults, 
would also derive much advantage from its 
perusal, As an introduction to the larger and 
more elaborate productions of Butler, Paley, &c. 
or as a substitute for them where they cannot be 
procured, it may be safely recommended. 


History of the Reformation of the Sixteenth 
Century. Volume the Third, By J. H. 


Merte D’Ausiane’, D.D,, President of 


the Theological School of Geneva, and Vice- 
President-of the Société Evangélique. Trans- 
lated by H, White, B.A., Trinity College, 
Cambridge, M.A. and Ph.D., Heidelberg. 
The Translation carefully Revised by Dr. 
D Aubigné, who has also made various addi- 
tions not hitherto published. Edinburgh : 
Oliver and Boyd. 12mo. pp. 492. 
History of the Reformation x the Sixteenth 
Century. Volume Fourth. By J. Hi. Merur 
D Ausiane’, D.D., &c., &c, Assisted in the 
Preparation of the English Original, by H, 
White, §¢., i A New Edition, Carefully 
Revised. dinburgh: Oliver and Boyd. 
_ 12mo, pp. 470. Pak 
_It affords us great pleasure to report that 
: is popular ode th Nh the ane of our 
eaders has been repeatedly directed, is now to 
be obignet in four gubrn volumes, as far as 
it is written, in an English dress that is satis- 
i to the author, and for which. he holds 
himself responsible. It is due to the publishers 
to add, that while this edition has special claims 
to the erence of purchasers, the price at 


‘The Death Bed of 
which it is sold is vay nba ea sande Tea 
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The Domestic Prayer Book; or, A Course of 
Morning and Evening Prayers, for One 
Month; with Occasional Prayers and Thanks- 
givings. By Georce Smits, Minister of 
Trinity Chapel, Poplar, London. London; 
Ward and Co, 12mo, pp. 235. Cloth, gilt, 


This work was composed principally with a 
view to the benefit of the author's congregation, 
many of whom, he says, having been but 
recently brought to feel the powers and claims 
of the gospel, labour under disadvantages in 
relation to the gift of prayer, from which more 
experienced Christians are happily exempt. 
Though the observations we made last month, 
in noticing Mr. Jay’s Family Prayers, are 
applicable to all works of the class, we regret 
that we have not found an earlier opportunity 
to say that this is a respectable book of the 


kind, neither materially superior nor inferior 


to those which have been published by other 
esteemed ministers of the congregational de~ 
nomination, 


Christian Discrimination ; or, A Discourse on 
the things in Religion which Differ. By the 
Rev. Henry Hoxuxrs. London: Simpkin, 
Marshall, and Co, 16mo, pp. 135, 


A sermon-like production, having Phil. i. 10, 
as its basis, and affording evidence of piety and 
desire of usefulness on the part of its author, 
It contains important truth, expressed in lan- 
guage which none can fail to understand. 


The Fruitful Christian. By the Rev. H. 
Houurs. London: Simpkin, Marshall, and 
Co, 24mo, pp, 159. 


A discourse on Phil, i. 11, possessing all the 
characteristics of the work last noticed. 


A Sabbath Memorial of Gravesend. London: 
Aylott and Jones, pp, 16, 


Twelve sonnets on evangelical topics, by the 
Rey. E. 8. Pryce, intended to direct the atten- 
tion of visitors to better things than the roving 
thousands who spend sabbaths at Grayesend in 
the summer usually seek, 


The Sunday School, a Poem; with a Variety 


of other Pieces, 
6mo, pp. 106. 


The subjects of these pieces are chiefly 


religious ; the sentiments are evangelical, and 
the versification is harmonious. angen * 


By \V. Svzers. London: 


RECENT PUBLICATIONS 


Approved. 


A Century of Scottish Church History. oF 4 
torical Sketch of the Church of Scotland, pag 
Secession to the Disruption. With an Account of 
fre Bree Chargit = the Rey, Jamas Dopns, of 

he Free Chure’ i Sen 2 2 : 
ae eas re, aven, pe eae 


— 


John Knox, lits Time and his Work. A Discourse, 
delivered in the Assembly Tate Ae pe ur 
of Scotland, on Monday, May 18, 1846. By Rosy: 
a Tyas D.D. Edinburgh: J. Johnstone. 16mo. 
p. . . a ie “ 


3 Child of Dr. Capadose, twelve 
Original Duteh, Edinburgh + 
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AMERICA, 
AMERICAN AND FOREIGN BIBLE SOCIETY. 


The public meeting was held in Dr, Cone’s 
church, in Broome Street, on the 14th of 
May. An abstract of the treasurer’s report 
was read, exhibiting the financial condition 
of the society, from which it appears that 
during the past year they have received 
from the churches, legacies and donations 
24,509 dollars, 52 cents; and for books sold 
7,694 dollars, 70 cents; and on the first 
instant they had a balance on hand of about 
4500 dollars. This has since been appro- 
priated, leaving nothing in the treasury. 


* Issues. © 
"There have been issued from the depository during 
the years,— 
~-Bibles.-.... 
Testaments . 


Making the total number of yols..,.35,727 


Ete “E Volumes Published. * 

The whole number of volumes published: by the 
society at its depository sinee the commencement of 
the year is 24,438, making the whole number pub- 
lished for home distribution, 167,119. The foreign 
appropriations since the last report amount to 
12,250 dollars, viz. :-— 

Toller: 


‘To the Bible Translation Society ....5.... 4,500 
To the Board of-the Triennial Convention 3,600 


~ To the China Baptist Mission v.00... 2,00 
_ To the German Baptist Mission wie 1,000 
{ To the General Baptist Miss. Society...... Saree 
To the Free Missionary Society....... rite LUO 
To the Honduras Baptist Mission . Se rennin 
——— 
12; 250 


“The president, Dr. Cone, then delivered an 
address, in which he congratulated the society | 
that it yet existed as a society, though its | 
- enemies would gladly have swallowed it up, 
name and all. He alluded to the incon- | 
sistency of the translators of King James’ 

bible, in not carrying out the principles 
which they professed. The board of managers 
have co-operated harmoniously, He read a 
letter from the Rey. Mr. Angus, secretary of 


ew that. fe vues speak 


eaks of the death of 


have occupied the s 
the English Baptist Missionary Society, in | as heretofore, with 


to the division of the denomination which 
chiefly supports this society, in respect to 
missions, but expressed the opinion that 
these shocks are not destined materially to 
affect the prosperity of this society. Its 
principle of action and of union is the full 
and active translation of the word of God. A 
just tribute of respect was paid to the memory 
of Dr, Yates, the successor of Carey, and 
a man of profound scholarship and of mighty 
labours. Allusion was also made to the 
presence of Dr, Judson, the oldest and most 
distinguished of living translators. 

The field of the society’s operations in 
Burmah is now likely to be much extended 
by the recent revolutions in the government 
of that kingdom. In Germany a very effect- 
ual door is opened, ‘Twenty-five hundred 
dollars have been appropriated to the circula- 
tion of Luther’s bible, and yet Mr. Oncken is 
desirous to-extend his operations still wider, 
but has found he should not be sufficiently 
supplied. The board have resolved to employ 
two colporteurs in connexion with Mr, 
Oncken’s labours in circulating the bible. 
In China a yast and almost unlimited field 
is opened for the circulation of the bible, 
The Chinese are eminently a reading people, 
The obstacles which. formerly existed to the 
operations of the society have been removed, 


| and the board have resolved to engage nine 


colporteurs, to be employed under the direc- 
tion of the missionaries to pacar the bible 
in China», ee 

° — 


| AMERICAN BAPTIST HOME MISSIONARY SOCIETY. 


The fourth annual meeting of this society 
| commenced on the 13th of May. The follow- 
ing is a Suneaery af its Ets eo cane Tes F 


agents have laboured a ; 
of the society, thirty. 
been re-appointed 


Hampshire and Ore 


and assist 


“er, 4 
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aided by the society, have become able to 
support the gospel without further drafts 
upon our treasury. 

The auxiliaries of the society report the 
employment of 241 missionaries and agents, 
who have jointly performed 134 years of 
labour, supplied 640 stations, and baptized 
669 persons. Six churches among them need 
no further missionary aid. The aggregate of 
these labours and results are 347 missionaries; 
205 years’ labour performed; 1691 persons 
baptized; and fourteen churches, heretofore 
aided, enabled to support the gospel in- 
dependently of missionary funds. 

By adding to the statistics of the past year 
those of previous years, as far as ascertained, 
it appears that since the formation of the 
society its missionaries have, jointly, per- 
formed 870 years labour, baptized 15,416 
persons, organized 564 churches, and ordained 
230 ministers. : 

A comparison of the society’s statistics of 
the year with those of the previous year, 
shows the following differences :—seven mis- 
sionaries employed, 172 stations supplied, 
nine years of labour, 174 baptisms, and four 
churches rendered able to support the gospel, 
more than in 1845: and eighteen churches 
organized, seventeen ministers ordained, and 
2,347 dollars 68 cents less receipts than in 
1845, 


BAPTIST FOREIGN MISSIONARY BOARD, 


After prayer by the president, Dr. Sharp, 
the annual report of the treasurer was read by 
Mr. Eddy, the treasurer, an abstract of which 
is as follows :— 

Dols. Cts. 
The expenditures of the board for the year 

ending March 31, 1846, for missions in 

Asia, WestA frica, IndianNorthAmerica, 

and agencies, publications, salaries of 

officers, miscellaneous charges, &c., &c. 94,866 54 
To which add balance for which the con- 

vention was in debt, April 1, 1845...... 40,188 49 

5. ek pS > 135,055 03 


erga: 


And the receipts of the board for the 
sametime asfollowsi— = : 
lS Dols. Ct 


Donations wisssccervevsevecesevees 96,474 

Le gacles:sascsevcesssssvesccvrenseny OhOsO) SL 
Refunded by A. Edson.......+ 50 00 
Profits of the Miss. Mag...... 19 92 


: Pa 100,219 94 
Balance (as above) carried to new account 34,835 09 
ae Sel eee 135,055 03 
_ There are"in connexion with the board, 16 mi 
sions, 143 stations and out-stations, 99 missionaries 


ants, of whom 42 are preachers, 155 native 
F Fe lea ee 2 churches, 5373 membe: 
, including 604 bap' | 


conflicts and victories; men whose praise is in 
all the churches, and some of whom were 
attended by converts, won from paganism to 
the service of Christ and the hope of salvation. 
This, too, was the period when the Baptist 
General Convention, under that name, was to 
disappear from our missionary work, assuming 
a new form and a new name—the American 
Baptist Missionary Union. May its glory 
under this latter name exceed that of the 
former, by its enjoying in larger measures the 
manifested presence and blessing of the Head 
of the church. 

“To us the missionary meetings were full 
of promise. There was, indeed, much of 
mere business to be transacted; not only that 
which has always attached to the annual 
meetings of the board, but that also which 
was necessarily occasioned by the change of 
organization. While, however, this was the 
case, and there were some things said and 
done which might better have been omitted, 
there was manifest a measure of evangelical 
spirit, and of hearty devotion to the mission- 
ary cause, which was most delightful and 
cheering. And when business was laid aside 
for prayer and missionary addresses, precious 
seasons were enjoyed, the memory of which 
will linger in the heart for many a day, and 
the influence of which will be felt to the ends 
of the earth. 

“We have no room for extended remarks 
this week. Our new bark is safely afloat. ~~ 
May God preserve it from storms, and under _ 
the favouring winds of heaven may it bear to : 
every kindred, and nation, and tongue, and 
people, a precious freight of grace and : 
salvation.” e 

The Boston Christian Watchman of May | 
29, says, “ The meeting of the Baptist Gene- 
ral Convention, now changed to the American : 
Baptist Missionary Union, which was held at : 
Brooklyn, New York, last week, was one of . 
great interest to all the friends of missions, 
and we have judged proper to devotealarge 
space to a full report of that meeting, made 
expressly for this paper. It was, like that 
held in New York in November last, a good —- 
meeting. The Union is now organized, and 
has commenced operations under its new 
eee ant charter. May heaven prosper — 
its way, and greatly enlarge its means of | 
undlelacieess oe fe z: — Sige ee 
tz te a ae Teh: 
E Bee! es lige pa rg 
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tized during the past | | 
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_a lady whose name was Emily Chubbuck, 


deyotional exercises, when brethren Hinton, 
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Stow, Wm, Leverett, and R. W. Cushman, 
Hon. Richard Fletcher, Gardner Colby, 
Frederick Gould, Thomas Richardson, execu- 
tive committee, The Rev: Solomon Peck, 
corresponding secretary. The Rev. Edward 
Bright, jun., assistant corresponding secretary. 
The Hon. Heman Lincoln, Treasurer, Richard 
E. Eddy, assistant Treasurer. Charles D. 
Gould and Joshua Loring, auditors, 


THE RETURN OF MISSIONARIES. 


We understand, says the Portland Adyo- 
cate, that our missionaries from the East are 
about to return to the field of their labour in 
three different companies. One company is 
to embrace seven individuals,—Dr. Judson, 
Mr. Beecher, and Mr, Harris, with their 
wives, and Miss Lydia Lillybridge. Mr. 
Dean is expected to go in another vessel, 
and Mr. Shuck and his associates in a third. 
Mr. Jenks, the representative of Maine 
haptists, will go with one of these companies. 
They are all expected to sail in the month of 
June, 


Dr. Judson takes with him a third wife, 


but who, under the assumed name of Fanny 
Forrester, has produced several works which 
have acquired much popularity in the United 
States. The New York. Recorder says, 
* An aged father and mother descending the 
vale of life in circumstances of dependence, 
have required a profitable use of her gifted 
pen. They live in a cottage which, as we are 
informed, her genius and industry have | 
secured,” : 


——s 


ANNUAL MEETINGS. 
BAPTIST UNION. ; 


The thirty-fourth annual session of the Bap- 
tist Union of Great Britain and Ireland was 
held at Cannon Street Chapel, Birmingham, 
June 30 and July 1, 1846, and was attended 
by the treasurer and two secretaries, the Rey. 
J. E. Giles of Bristol, chairman, twenty- 
eight ministerial members of the Union, and 
ten delegates, The session was opened with 
prayer by the Rev. T. Davis of Bromsgrove. 
The Rev. J. Davis of Arnsby was appointed 
recording secretary. The chairman appointed 
a committee of nomination to prepare a list 
of officers and committee for the ensuing year. 
A. letter from the Rev. Dr. Murch, intimating 
his desire not to be again proposed for the 
secretaryship, having been read, the same 
was referred to the nomination committee. 
A portion of time was then employed in 


d Stovel; were engaged. a 
5 o'clock the Bee service 1 : 18 ‘ 
1 by the Rev. Dr. Steane, and the 
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chairman preached from 1 Tim. vi. 16, 
“Whom no man hath seen or can see.” The 
Rey. 'T. Morgan concluded. 

On Wednesday, July 1, at 10 o’clock, the 
Rev. D, R. Stephen of Manchester, offered 
prayer, and it was resolyed,—“ That such 
Christian friends as desire to be present, be 
requested to take their seats in the gallery.” 
The Rev. J. H. Hinton read the report of 
the committee, and the treasurer’s account, 
and Jaid on the table the materials prepared 
for the Manual. 


Report. 


During the past year there haye been added to the 
Union twenty-six churches, the greater part of them 
in virtue of their accession to associations already 
connected with this body, The churches at Myrtle 
Street, Liverpool, and at Somers Town, London, 
have intimated their withdrawment from the Union, 
and seven of the churches formerly enrolled in it are 
ascertained to have become extinct; so that the 
present number of churches in the Union is 976. 

Immediately after thejlast annual. session, the 
committee gave their attention to the modification 
of the Report then recommended ; and they trust 
the form into which the materials have been thrown, 
under the title of the Baptist Manual, has afforded 
satisfaction, 

Very early in the year also (on the 12th of June) 
the notice of the committee was drawn to the Charit- 
able Trusts Bill, then before the House of Peers; and 
they co-operated im-some proceedings taken in oppo- 
sition to it, The same measure, as introduced in a 
still worse form in the session of 1846, engaged their 
watchful attention; and, on the 2ist of April, the 
committee resolved on opposing the progress of the 
bill by a petition to the House of Lords, which was 
presented by Lord Denman. 

~The committee were fully prepared to appeal to 
the churches at large on the subject of this most 
obnoxious measure, had it been necessary : having” 


il 
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According to the instructions given them, the 
committee haye arranged for holding the thirty-fourth 
annual session of the Union at Birmingham. By 
the friends at this place the proposition was cordially 
welcomed ; and the committee trust that the pro- 
ceedings of the session will be both agreeable and 
useful. They feel it their duty, however, to report, 
that, from the East Kent Association they have now 
twice received an expression of regret that the 
annual session should be held in provincial towns. 
“ This innoyation,” says the secretary of that body, 
“appeared to the brethren objectionable, as entail- 
ing on the friends of the Union a needless expense 


—as in effect prohibiting the attendance of many 


attached members, themselves included —and as 
tending to infuse into the deliberations and decisions 
of the Union the spirit rather of particular localities, 
than of the denomination at large.” 


ABSTRACT OF THE TREASURER’S ACCOUNT. 


Receipts. 

£48. -d. 
Collection at Leeds wwe 9 O 8 
Special contributions at ditto...... 2371 NE 
Various churches and associations 92 14 11 
Sale Of Manuals vrsscsesrervsenee S10 4 
133 7 10 

Expenditure. 
s. d. 


Balance to the treasurer ............ 20 12 10 
Printing and incidental expenses 6017 8 
Deputation to Leeds..., soo BLAS AO 
Secretary’s expenses, 5 
Balance in hand.......escersrerseseesers 


133 7 10 
It was moved by the Rey. A. M. Stalker 
of Blockley, and seconded by the Rey. J. 
Williams of Walsall, and resolved unani- 
mously :— 


“That the report now read be adopted, and 
printed as an appendix to the Manual.” 


The statistics of the denomination at home 
being taken into consideration, it was moved 
by the Rev. J. Acworth of Horton College, 
seconded by the Rev. J. Morris of Manches- 
ter, and resolved unanimously,— 


“That the Union regard with lively but mingled 
emotions the view of the baptist denomination in 
Great Britain and Ireland presented by the statisti- 
cal a ol on the one hand, they learn with 
sincere gratitude to God, that the churches whose 


condition has been reported have been fayoured | ° 


with an average clear increase of four members 
to each church; arate of increase which, if it were 
applied to all the ehurches in the denomination, 
would indicate a gross clear increase of nearly eight 
thousand members. That, on the other hand, they 
ascertain with unfeigned regret the following facts: 
—that the rate of clear increase above indicated is 
less than any that has been recorded during the past 
ten years, and that the annual average rate of clear 
increase in the churches has, for the last five years, 
been constantly on the decline ; also that, in the 


present returns, nearly two hundred churches report 


themselves as haying had no clear increase, about 
one hundred and fifty of whom have s a 

decrease, amounting in the whole to nearly 1250 

members—a rate of diminution which, if applied to 
_ the denomination at large, would indicate that more 
_ than one-third of tho churches are either stationary 
_ or retro Cee : ‘ r 
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to apprehend that a state of spiritual declension and 
barrenness may be found universally to prevail. 

“ That for themselves they desire to take the state 
of things thus brought before them most seriously to 
heart ; and they call upon their brethren, in.common 
with themselves, to enter upon solemn exercises of 
heart-searching and humiliation before God, together 
with renewed devotedness to his service, and earnest 
prayer for the enlarged out-pouring of his Holy Spirit.” 


The foreign correspondence of the Union 
being taken into consideration, it was moved 
by the Rev. Dr. Hoby of London, seconded 
by the Rev. J. Peggs of Burton-on-Trent, 
and resolved unanimously ,— 


“That the Union receive with affectionate interest 
the communications of their foreign correspondents, 
finding in them occasion for mingled sorrow and joy. 
They learn that in two associations in Canada (the 
Eastern and the Haldimand), containing twenty-six 
churches, there has been a decrease of eighty-seven 
members: that in the New Brunswick Association, 
containing sixty-five churches, there has been a 
clear increase of ten members only ; that in Jamaica, 
in the Baptist Western Union, containing thirty-six 
churches, there has been a clear increase of 494 
members ; and that in India, in the Bengal Baptist 
Association, containing twenty-one churches, there 
has been a clear increase of ninety-two members. 
They especially rejoice with their brethren on the 
continent of Europe, upon whom an eminent bless- 
ing has been poured out.” 


The state of religious periodical literature 
being then taken into consideration, it was 
moved by the Rev. C. H. Roe of Birmingham, 


seconded by the Rev. T. Davis of Broms- 


grove, and carried unanimously,— 


“That the Union, regarding the state of religious 
periodical literature, and particularly the strennous 
efforts made to influence the popular mind by means 
of penny magazines, record their approbation of the 
magazine entitled ‘The Church,’ as advocating, to- 
gether with the peculiar principles of the denomina- 
tion, the principles of civil and religious liberty, 
and would encourage its general circulation.” 


__ In relation to the Hanserd Knollys Society, 
it was moved iby the Rey. J. Todd of 
Stratford-on-Avon, seconded by the Rey. 
W. E. White of Bewdley, and carried unani- 
mously,— > - 
“That the Union contemplates with much plea- 
sure the publication of the Tracts on Liberty on 
Conscience, being the first volume issued by the 
Hanserd ‘Knollys Society ; and they warmly recom- 
mend the Society to such enlarged patronage as 
shall enable it to carry out its designs to the fullest 
extent.” : FY 
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The following resolutions were moved by 
the Rey. C. Stovel of London, seconded by 
the Rev. J. Davis of Arnsby, and carried 
unanimously ,— 


“I. That this meeting hereby expresses its thank- 
fulness to Almighty God for mercifully averting the 
danger of war between Great Britain and America ; 
and that this providential interference, and the 
means which, under God, have been employed in 
effecting it, afford, in its judgment, to Christian 
brethren of every name, increased encouragement to 
use their utmost influence in promoting righteous- 
eat oes peace in all the nations amongst whom they 

well. 

“2. That, in the ‘ecclesiastical changes through 
which we are passing, this meeting recognizes an 
occasion for increased decision and zeal, in labouring 
to deliver the dissenting bodies from all participa- 
tion in grants made by government for religious 
purposes, and in extending by every means the 
principle of absolute and universal religious liberty.” 


Dr. Smith of Birmingham, having de- 
livered an address on the subject of Proyi- 
dent Institutions, it was moved by the Rev. 
T. Swan of Birmingham, seconded by Mr. 
Bignold of Norwich, and resolyed unani- 
mously,— : 


“j, That the Union has heard with great interest 
the development of the constitution and advantages 
of the Midland Counties Provident and Life Assur- 
ance Association now ‘presented by Dr. Smith; and 
that, deeply convinced of the importance and value 
of institutions of this class, when formed on a sound 
basis, and kept apart from immoral associations, 
they warmly recommend the consideration of the 
plans now developed, and their adoption as far as 
they may be deemed worthy, to ministers and lead- 
ing brethren in the churches. 
~ “92. That Dr. Smith be requested to allow his 
speech to be printed as a part of the proceedings of 
the session. 

“3, That a copy of the rules and tables of the 
Midland Counties Provident and Life Assurance 
Association be printed on the cover of the Manual.” 


The nomination committee brought up 
their report, which was, with amendments, 
adopted. 

In reference to the Rev. Dr. Murch, the 
following resolution was unanimously adopted, 
on recommendation of the nomination com- 
mittee,— — 

“That this. meeting, in complying with Dr. 
Murch’s request, tender to him their heart-felt 
thanks for his past services, and hope that his 
remaining days may be distinguished by still further 
service to the denomination, and by eminent tokens 

"ofthe divine favour” 7 

On a request from the Norfolk and Nor- 
wich Association, presented by Mr. Bignold, 
it was moved by the Rev, C. Stovel, seconded 
by the Rey. J. Acworth, and resolved,— _ 

«That the next annual session of the Union 
4 “gs Norwich.” — 3 : vps eT Ss 
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of the gospel in Mount Zion"Chapel, Graham Street, 
and in recording their conviction that they are well 
entitled to the support of the denomination at 
large. 

“3. That the thanks of the Union be presented to 
the chairman for his discourse, and his attention to 
the business of the session.” 


TRUSTEES OF THE SELECTION. 


At the annual meeting of the trustees of 
the Selection Hymn Book, they voted to 
forty-five widows of baptist ministers the 
sums attached to their initials in the follow- 
ing list. It will be noticed that to the widows 
of “ministers whose congregations used the 
hymn book, the grant has been increased to 
seven pounds, the beneficial result of a more 
extended circulation. 


Recommended by 


Mrs. J........James Edwards, John Wild...... 7 
C..<..+so00Fd. Je Gamble, Dr. Murchi.es..cseses07, 
A. J. He Hinton, Dr Cox.:...0.0. aeons 
P.........W. Yates, Peter King.....s00s0 cocoon 
Niswevoss Dr. Steane, R. G. Lemaire ........... v6 
H..,.. ,..Manoah Kent, W. Keay.....sceseeee te 
H. .......0. H. Hinton, J. J. Davies Sao 


W. soveoeLe M. Soule, S. Green....csserserseeeeed 

G. .......W. Groser, Dr. Murch vi....seeed 

M. ......W. Roberts, John Webb... 

BK ocsevoeeds King, S. Kent icc 

_ §.........John Haigh, 8. Kent... 

G. .......W. Colcroft, J. Foster..... 

W.......H. Burgess, J. W. Wake... 5 
T....0000.W. Colcroft; J. Foster ...cersesaeced 

H. ...,...Cornelius Elven, J. H. Hinton,..,..3 
PivesceveaD ls COX, Sr LOC ais. Maetienrce isa 

M. ......John Webb, Thomas Clarke.........3 

S..s east. Breeze, B. S. Hall......... 3. 
C,..e0000e We Groger, Dr. Murch ...s.seccseeseneT 
F,,.......Jo0hn Fry, H. W. Stembridge .......3 
DiGiennd. James, J, He Hintonseescc.cccvcoe 
ipereee EeDAVIS; Ward OHONcicersscressersecesse 
P......0.J. S. Brown, W. Robinson ..,........3 
V.......Jd0hn Haigh, J. Simmons.....,.......3 
C.........9. Green, J. T. Wigner...... wo 

G. .......J0seph Preece, Shem Evans...,......7 

C,........Lhomas Morgan, Thomas Swan.,..3 

His cian Ds, JONOS rave paena bene etee teat 

T, 000005 Kent, Edward Adey_....ssssves 

N. .......W. S. Buckland, G. Hawson.. 

K. ...4...J- Peacock, Dr. Murch ...... 

S..eess.:Dr. Murch, W. Groser ... 

F....00..eW. OG. Worley, Dr. Murch.. 

Z J. Green, R. Roff...... 

.B, Thomas .,... 

}, §, Brown, F. Wheeler... 

2G ene We HEEWIEE ccccrerneeevne 
~W.. saved, He May, T.. Chapman ..cicwvecnd 

HH. ....... Timothy Thomas, H. W. Jones.....2 

.Thomas Morgan, Thomas Swan....3 

3 Brock vain ey 
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ASSOCIATIONS. 
NORTHERN. 


The following is the list of churches and 
pastors :— 


Newcastle-upon-Tyne, ta. Sample. 


Tuthill Stairs.......000 
Ditto, New Court .,..H. Christopherson. 
Hamsterley ......+++ Siete ope D. Douglas. 


Rowley & Shotley Field...J. Fyffe. 
Broomley & Broomhaugh. D. Kirkbride. 
North Shields ......0...:60+++ J. D. Carrick. 
_ Stockton,... .W. Leng. 
~ South Shields .J. Neath, 


Middleton-in-Teesdale .,..J. Mellis. 
Wolsingham :.......eeek. Lewis. 

Brough .....ss000+ ‘ 

Monkwearmouth , .G. Wilson M‘Cree. 
Sunderland...... J. Kneebon. 
Darlington.... . 

Hartlepool ...seereerene eon 


The annual meeting was held this year at 
Tuthill Stairs Chapel, Newcastle. Mr. Sam- 
ple was chosen moderator, and Mr. James 
Potts re-appointed secretary. Mr. Leng of 
Stockton preached. The following resolu- 
tions among others were adopted :— 


«That the association hails with satisfaction the 
formation of a baptist church at Darlington, and 
trusts its progress may be commensurate with the 
increasing prosperity of the town.” 


“That, in the opinion of this association, the 
legislative union of church and state is contrary to 
the spiritual nature of Christ’s kingdom, and sub- 
versive of the religious freedom of the people. The 
association therefore hopes that the same principles 
which haye guided our legislators in giving freedom 
to commerce will be applied by them in making 
religion free also.” 


“That the ministers of this association be re- 
quested to preach on the better Observance of the 
Lord’s day during the ensuing year, called for by the 
fone desecration, or total neglect of that blessed 

ay.” 


» “That whilst we are deeply grateful to Almighty 
God for the measure of prosperity which has been 
vouchsafed to us during the past year, which is 
greater than that of some previous years, yet taking 
the present condition of the prices and the world 
into consideration, we feel there is much cause for 
deep humiliation, earnest prayer, and increased 
exertion, (on the part of the associated churches, 
and their members individually.” 


Statistics. 

Number of churches making returns,.,.., 14 
Baptiged cvcceieanvevssevoenskein SOR 
Received by letter, &ec...... 62 
Restored. segs sovessesorsdpneoves io 

— 126 

Removed by death........00.. 19 
Dismissed cover ou 
Pee ee jie a 

IBOTNCOUn teatetonneySalaacriense ~ 
eat GG 

SIGHT ANCNCASO cvsvsasccivritnvvssvecssecsretoces DO 


Number of members ,, «L161 
Villages sUpplied.e:,asssss9a0svvicnvgensniacae, BS 
Sabbath-school children,, aveeookl 3d 


SUBCLONE tse P nip resiaavecsuiratt ciSizsapaec LG4 


The church at Bedlington was added to 
Har ge ye 8 The ae 2 meeting is to be 
|! owley on Whit day 
Tuesday, 1847, a = oe 
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SOUTHERN. 
Thirty churches are comprised in this 
association. 
ANGOVEL .ssreeversnes veoee 
Beaulieu Rails, Ist ch. 

Ditto, 2nd church...J. B. Burt. 
Blackfield Common,..R. Bennett. 
Bittern ....+0 J. Green, 
Downton ,. 5 
Ebenezer... .J. Neaye, G. Arnot. 
Forton...... Tf. Tilly, 
Finchdean..., , 

Hedge End........ .J. Oughton. 

St. Heliers, Jersey 3. Williamson. 
Landport.. ', Cakebread. 
Lockerley.. 

Long Parish. .J. Chappell. 
Lymington... J. Millard. 
Ludgershall. J. Mead. 
Milford..... J. Hill. 
Newport, ‘. W. Vernon. 
Niton.... «J. Smedmore. 
Parley .....c.csseereeeeereek aul Alcock. 
Portsea, 1st church....C. Room. 

Ditto, 2nd church...H. Williams. 
POOLE. Sy ovviveeven ..S. Bulgin. 
Poulner .., T. Rutter. 
Romsey .... 0+ «J, Farmer. 
Salisbury.......es-0++--lsaac New. 
Southampton, 1st ch..T. Morris. 

Ditto, 2nd church.,, 

Whitchurch . R. Johns. 
Winchester .... AW. Heritage. 
The twenty-second annual meeting was 


held at Southampton, June the 2nd and 3rd, 
1846, Mr. Morris was moderator, and Mr, 
Tilly was re-appointed secretary. Sermons 
were delivered by Messrs. Farmer, Williams, 
and Room. The circular letter, on Justifica- 
tion by Faith only, written by Mr. New, was 
adopted. 
Statistics. 
Number of churches making reports,,.... 25 


MANTUA. vc. stssvreaeenceeeccus aa 
Received by letter.. 29 
Restored,....rsse0e»s 


Clear nerease i ecsacsunssbecrerentnvetey ee: 
Members in the thirty churches ....... 3185 
Sabbath scholars....sscssessersereesreye 3209 


The next meeting of the association is to be 
held at St. Helier’s, Jersey, the first Tuesday 
and Wednesday in June, in case the new 
chapel about to be erected there be finished 
by that time, but if not, the meeting to take 
place at Romsey, Hants. 


MIDLAND, 


Ten churches in Staffordshire, five in - 


Warwickshire, and eight in Worcestershire, 
constitute this association, ay 

_ STAFFORDSHIRE. 

Bretell Lane.......s00068 


Darkhouse...,..6.00+5D. Wright, ee ia 

Willenhall .ssentsyresa0ke JODCK = = oS ge 

Providences-secenvds Maurice, = = 
rolvethampton, gad. 


vvmms Willisrass 
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West Bromwich., 
Holy Cross......5 
Summer Hall. voeue 

Wednesbury....sseresees John Blower. 


+ W. D, Corken. 


WARWICKSHIRE. 
Birmingham— 
Cannon Street..........T. Swan. 
Bond Street,., : 
Mount Zion...., 
Newhall Street. 
Heneage Street... 


WORCESTERSHIRE, 


Bromsgrove. «1. Dayis, 


SH Thomas. 
M. Nokes. 
J. Pring. 


Netherton .... 
Cats Hill.......0 
Stourbridge .. 
Bewdley ....... 


At the annual meeting, at Bromsgrove, 
June 2; and 3, Mr. Davis was chosen 
moderator, and Mr, T’, H. Morgan secretary. 
Messrs. Davies, Swan, and Morgan preached. 
The circular letter, by Mr. Morgan, is on 
“Temperance, on the Total Abstinence 
Principle.” 


“Several churches have been placed in peculiar 
circumstances, and particularly has this been the 
case in Birmingham. The sympathies of the asso- 
ciation were especially excited by the letter from 
Heneage Street, which referred in a very affectionate 
manner to the indisposition of their pastor, and 
expressed their earnest hope that the voyage he had 
undertaken might have the happy effect of restoring 
his health and strength. The position of affairs at 
Mount Zion was laid before the association, in a 
a letter from two of the deacons, from which it 
appeared that Mr. Dawson had agreed to leave the 


chapel on the 24th of the present month, and that | 


the church had resigned the management of its affairs 
into the hands of the denomination, which had ap- 
pointed a committee for that purpose. No letter 
was received from tle church at Bond Street. 

«Several new Chapels have been built by the 
denomination, during the past year, in this district, 
and £2000 has been collected to pay off half of the 
debt on Mount Zion Chapel. Several independent 
ministers have been baptized since the last conyoca- 
tion, and they are now occupying stations of import- 
ance in the baptist denomination. Several churches, 
which were destitute of a minister a year ago, are 
now favoured with pastoral supervision. Brother 
S. Jones is settled at Willenhall, J. Blower at 
Wednesbury, and J. Williams at Walsall. Other 
ministerial changes have taken place. Bond Street 
and Mount Zion in Birmingham, Cradley, and 
Bewdley, are without pastors. Brother Stokes has 
resigned his connexion with the church at Newhall 
Street, Birmingham, and is now engaged in promot- 
ing the objects of the Peace Society. He is succeeded 
by brother C, Stewart from Horton College.” 


Among the resolutions passed were the 


following:— 


hich he ha 


ha 
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and the heartfelt desire of the association is, that 
the evening of his life may be irradiated and cheered 
by the light of that truth which he hath faithfully 
preached during the whole of his highly honourable 
and successful career.” 


“The ministers and messengers of the Midland 
Association beg to recommend to the several 
churches connected therewith, the system of sub- 
scribing one shilling annually from each individual 
member, to establish a fund for the liquidation of 
the debts on chapels in the association, and for the 
erection of new ones,—roping that others may be 
induced to give handsome subscriptions to increase 
the fund ; and that the subscriptions thus raised be 
sent by the ministers and messengers to the next 
association, when a committee be formed to carry it 
into effect,” 


Statistics. 
Number of churches making returns..,... 18 


Baptized...........0. 
Received by lett 


Dismissed .... 
Withdrawn, 


The church at Providence, West Brom- 
wich, was added to the association. 


BRISTOL. 


Seven churches in Gloucestershire, twenty- 
one in Somersetshire, and fourteen in Wilt- 
shire, are included in this association. 

GLOUCESTERSHIRE, 


PAVENING?. coaasconeteerise 
Minchinhampton.,...., 
Fishponds........ 
Shortwood 
Sodbury ...... i 
Westbury-on-Trym.... 
Wotton-under-Edge,..J. Watts. 


SOMERSETSAIRE. 


Bath, Somerset Street.D. Wassell. 

Do. York Street......J. Stephens. 
Beckington....... : .H. V. Gill. 
Bouwrton...... serene «J. Hannam. 

Bristol, Broadmead...J. E. Giles, T. 8. Crisp. 

Do. Counterslip...2. Winter. : 

Do. King Street...G. H. Davis. — 
Do. Mauldin St.,..7. Jenkins. 3: 
Do. _ Pithay ....... 
Do. Thrissell 
Cheddar... 
Dunkerton 
Frome, Badeox Lan 
Do.Sheppard’sBarton.W. Jones. 


Hanham&sKey: 


Laverton vgssss sens 
+ 
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Penknap.....cseee sevveessSe VANS. Gloucester ......s001+.4+6G Woodrow. 

Sherston... .S. Stubbins. Tewkesbury... seserseee J. Berg. 

Shrewton ......0.cseeveees J. Mather, —. Light. Naunton & sitrge .E. Neale. 

Trowbridge, Back St..W. Barnes. Cubberley 

Ditto, Bethesda,..—. Guinnell. Winchcomb..., ewe 
Warminster,...... veeeeeG. How, Stow-on-the-Wold.....J. Acock. 
, Ros Ledbury. J. Chapman, 

The Bristol association met at Wotton- Stroud..... W. Yates 
under-Edge, on the third and fourth days of pete cs Corte 
June. Brother Watts was appointed mode- appa tee ears BoP 
rator. Brethren Winter, Newman, and Tetbury “J. O. Mitchell. 
Middleditch preached. Brother Crisp read Uley.-siseecorese ..C, T. Crate. 
the circular letter, on “the Prevailing Error Kingstanley -J. C, Butterworth. 

l EG ted Nuppend....... aos 
of. Sacramenta cacy, as connected with Slimbridge . WT. Rose. 
Baptism and the Lord’s Supper.” Brethren Thornbury..... ..J. Eyres. 
Winter and Bunce, having resigned the Woodchester . ie 
. * Chepstow...... + T, Jones. 

secretaryship, a resolution was passed ex- Gelstatasee a Penny 
pressive of the obligation and esteem of the Woodside : 
association. Brother Middleditch was ap- LYAMECY ....er-s0eeeereee0H- E. Elliott. 
pointed in their room. Resolutions were Stattatias, 


passed expressive of sympathy with the Bap- 
tist Missionary Society on account of its 
recent painful bereavements; of abhorrence 
of American slavery; of desire for the main- 
tenance of peace between England and the 
United States; and also of approval of the 
fundamental principles of the Anti-state- 
church Association, and of sympathy in its 
labours to procure, by lawful and peaceable 
means, the liberation of religion from all 
government or legislative interference. 


x Statistics. 


Number of churches making returns.... 38 


Baptized...... ee OL 
Received by letter . eae | 


Restored vvicercossese ease % 
Removed by death........... 110 * 
Dismissed.is..c.caveaen 


Excluded, .scccsscevess pa 


. Teachers sessrrcerses 
An unusually large decrease in some of 


the churches has been occasioned by a 


revision ofthe list of members. The next 
meeting is to be held at Shortwood, on the 
Tuesday, Wednesday, pe Ee in 
Whitsunweek, 


ra 


a 


——_— 


GLOUCESTERSHIRE. 


The Gloucestershire association held their 
fourth annual. meeting at Tewkesbury, June | 
oa and 4, Addresses were delivered in the 


of the former er on the Causes of | 
D Mr. i) eh 


Number of churches making returns...... 19 
Baptized during the year...138 
Received by eipiac oan vce AY 
RESLOLCD, a vegesdssacrpeotusiseecs. -O 

— 193 
Removed by death. iaacctereeeTo 
Dismissed ......... 
Excluded.eesssrere 


Clear increase......... 
Number of Members... patcase 
Sabbath school children 
EQGHCHETH, contunecwsadeens Ser 
Village stations... 


srvenseredeecencesesterseie) OO 


In several of she hanes ‘fereopes the 
list of members had been revised, and a con- 
siderable number struck off as having long 
ceased to be members. Meeting of the 
association to be held next, year at 
Kingstanley. 


OXFORDSHIRE. 


This saccmuan Ge oS ad brent thee 
churches. 
ATTNgtON sccdsscvsvevene 


wooed. F. Jordan. 
A. M. Stalker. 


Burford. BS 
Campden 
Chadlingt: 
Chipping-Norton 


liss, B. re 
Cirencester, f 


D. White. 
B. W) 


= 


: 


ba 
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Statistics. Removed oy hae ape LOS, 
; Dismissed , Bs 
Number of churches making returns.,..., 19 Excluded...... 

Baptized, <sssssevcce Withdraw 
Received by letter, 150 
Reshored artecstsstyccchocevecses 1 = Clear Increase sii. vec-svsccovivwnacdescesententeine 38 
Removed by death....sce 26 The association is to meet next year at 
Dismissed ...ccseseeore Long Buckby. 
Withdrawn... SS 
Excluded..... 


Clear increase...cecsrcosserseccesseeers 


Number of members. 1150 
Sabbath scholars ©... .» 1666 
Teachers ......... Ai RR Oe. 
Village Stations....... Sepsuassvearepoeeaees eSRLO SD: 


The next meeting is to be at Fairford on 
the Tuesday and Wednesday in the week 


next after the Whitsunweek. 


KENT AND SUSSEX NEW ASSOCIATION. 


The following is a list of the churches and 


pastors in this association :— 


KENT, 

Bexley Heath ...........06C, Slim. 
Borough Green.,..............C. Robinson. 
Se gee 3rd church ..,,..T. Jones. 
DOVOl- sivas doers ssaeVerrionsvecsd sea USULU ES 
Hadlow . Meenees once vicina .E. Crowhurst. 


Maidstone, 2nd church ....W. Chappell. 


try of the Holy Ghost, written Bae Mr. 


Meopham .. Pope. 
NORTHAMPTONSHIRE, oe Hone... 2 Neves 
The following is a list of the churches Tonbridge Wells ...........H. Kewell. 
in this association :— SUSSEX, 
Aldwinckle......:s.s0.—. Brooks. Bye cr Se CS TSI 
Barton, Earl’s . —. Philips. Wivelficla 2 Baldock. 
Blisworth ,...............—. Stevens. 
ee 3S gE seme Walker. The annual meeting was held at Borough 
Buckby ws... ‘—. Burdett. Green, June the 9th and 10th, Mr. Pope 
Bugbrook ,...... .—. Larwill. chosen moderator. Mr. Chappell was ap- 
Burton Latimer .......—. May. pointed secretary for the ensuing year. Ser- 
: se upeton St = ae ee mons were preached by Messrs. Austin, 
ilsborou; —. Hawkes. | Smith, Reynolds, and Smeed. The circular 
# —. tab 35 letter, on the Deity, Personality, and Minis- 
2 -—, Cole, -; 


vaseveoeee—. Ashford. 
sesscerseveee We RODINEON. 
Kingsthorpe .. ereseeseee 
Kislingbury ......,..006 
Moulton .....s000e-.00..-— Wheeler. 
Nothampton, Col- 


~~ lege Street.......... ~~ Brown, 
Do. Grey Friar’s St. : 
Oakham ve Bumpas, 
Olney .... seo. Simmons. 
_ Pattishall . —. Chamberlain. 
Ravensthorpe . .—. Chown. 
. sees Jayne. 


.—- Whittemore, 
+. Clements. 
—. Walcot. 

—. Foster. 


Chappell, was adopted. seep 


Statistics, =k 
Number of churches's..scsesscvsenssssreenes LO 


Baptized ......00008 + 48 
Received by letter........... 23 
Restored ..eccoververe pene 0: 
— 76 
Removed by death............ 12 
~ Dismissed to other churches 14 
POM ed ate tvecscesdacse ay eee 
— 37 
Clear InCreas@secssvanssvatecersenseseveoveses 280 


Number of members 
Sunday scholars,...... 


Teachers sisssseersssesssersesererssrseeseceseres 


vies. The next meeting to be held (p. v.) at St. 
» Marriott. | Peter’s, Isle of Thanet, June 8 and 9, ‘1847 . 


- Gough preside ea 
letter he had ee Se Sige 
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was obtained, and on the last Lord’s day £48 
was collected in the morning, £47 in the 
afternoon, and £65 in the evening, the whole 
sum realized during these services amounting 
to £405. The building itself, which will 
accommodate from 700 to 800, occupies a 
remarkably eligible and commanding site, is 
very chaste and beautiful, and, in architec- 
tural proportions and arrangement, is con- 
sidered a great improvement on our usual 
style of chapel building. It is intended to 
convert the old chapel into two school-rooms, 
which will furnish ample accommodation for 
day and sabbath school instruction. The 
premises, when complete, which will stand on 
nearly two acres of ground laid out and 
planted as a burial ground, will altogether 
form a most commodious and valuable 
property. 


CHALTON, WORCESTERSHIRE. 


The neat and commodious chapel erected 
by the friends in connexion with the baptist 
church in. Mill Street, Evesham, at the vil- 
lage of Chalton in the parish of Cropthorne, 


Worcestershire, was opened on Wednesday, | 


June 24, when two sermons were preached 
by the Rey, J. Smith of New Park Street, 
London. In the afternoon the service was 
held in the chapel, which was filled; but in 
the evening, the congregation being more 
than double that of the afternoon, the service 
was conducted in the open air. Messrs. 
Haycroft of Saffron Walden, Crumpton of 
Atch Lench, and Casewell of Mill Street, 
Evesham, took part in the devotional exer- 
cises. The greatest order prevailed, and a 
good impression appeared to be made. The 
collection was liberal. 


— 
— 


LONG HOPE, GLOUCESTERSHIRE, 


A new baptist chapel was opened for 
public worship at Long Hope, on Tuesday, 
July the 7th, 


the morning at seven o’clock. At 11 o’clock 
the Rev. W. G. Lewis of Cheltenham, in the 
afternoon the Rey. J. Hyatt of Gloucester, 
and in the eyening the Rev. J. Hall of 
Gloucester, preached appropriate sermons. 


‘The people being unable to get into the 


chapel in the evening, the Rev. B. Jenkings 


collected. The chapel is-veste 
out 200 person 


(th, The interesting services of the | 
day were commenced by a prayer-meeting in | 


“May 26 and 27. 


preached in the open air. The whole of the | { 
services were of the most interesting character, | 


Silas 


NEW. CHURCH. 
BIRMINGHAM. 


Mr, Arthur O’Neal, the minister of a con- 
gregation in Livery Street, Birmingham, 
whose baptism was mentioned in our June 
number, baptized twenty persons at Cannon 
Street, on the 4th of June, twenty-three at 
Bond Street on the 17th, and seventeen at 
Heneage Street on the 24th. On Lord’s day, 
June the 28th, a baptist church was formed 
at Livery Street Chapel. The Rev. C. H. 
Roe having introduced the service, the Rev. 
T. Swan, after addressing the persons about 
to compose the church, in number sixty, gave 
to each the right hand of fellowship. The 
Lord’s supper was then administered, many 
members of other baptist churches in the 
town uniting with the newly formed church 
= commemorating the death of their beloved 

ord. 


ORDINATIONS. 
CILFOWYR, PEMBROKESHIRE, 


On the 9th of April, 1846, the Rev. N. 
Thomas from Pontypool Academy was pub- 
licly recognized as pastor of the baptist church 
at Cilfowyr, Pembrokeshire. The service was 
commenced by reading the scriptures and 
prayer. A discourse on the nature of a 
Christian Church was delivered by the Rey. 
Timothy Thomas. The Rev. Benjamin 
Davies offered special prayer for the minister, 
with the laying on of hands. ie Rev. D. 
Rees of Cardigan addressed the minister, and 
the Rev. W. Thomas of Blaenywaun the 


church, and the Rev. J. Lloyd of Ebenezer ~ 


the congregation generally, and concluded 
with prayer. Mr, Thomas has entered on 
his labours in this ancient and extensive 
church with a prospect of great usefulness, 


PORTHYRHYD, CARMARTHEN. 


The public recognition of Mr. John Jones, a 
student_of the baptist college, Haverford 


West, Wales, UE age at Porthyrhyd on 
he i ins 


roductory discourse 


; 
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HERTFORD. 


On Tuesday, July 14, Mr. Samuel White- 
head was recognized as pastor of the baptist 
church, Hertford. The Rey. W. Upton of 
St. Albans delivered the introductory dis- 
course. The Rev. D. Curtis of Homerton 
asked the usual questions, and offered the 
ordination prayer, The Rev. G. Moyll of 
Artillery Street gave the charge to the pastor. 
The Rey. J. Smith of New Park Street 
preached to the church and congregation. 
The Rey. Messrs. Hodgkins of Bishops Stort- 
ford, Smith of Ware, and Raben, took part 
in the devotional exercises, The services 
were well attended, an excellent spirit pre- 
vailed, and great good from the settlement 
is anticipated. 


MIDHURST, SUSSEX. 

The Rev. W. Dovey, late of Jamaica 
Row, Bermondsey, has accepted a unanimous 
invitation to the pastoral office from the 
ehurch at Midhurst, 


RECENT DEATHS. 
MB, T. ELLIS. 


‘Died, on the 5th of February, Thomas 
Ellis, Esq., Sandhurst, Kent, at the advanced 
age of eighty. He was brought to a know- 
ledge of the Lord in the early part of his life, 
and from that time till within a few days 
of his death he took a lively interest in the 
cause of the Redeemer. He was known for 
many year8 as the steady friend and liberal 
supporter of the baptist church, Sandburst, 
haying built, entirely at his own expense, the 
present chapel’ and schoolrooms. He was a 
man of much feeling, and was at times 
deeply affected with a sense of his own un- 
worthiness and of God’s rich mercy and 
sovereign love. Seldom did he listen to the 
ministry of the word, when Christ was the 
theme, without considerable emotion. But 
he was at times exceedingly distressed with 
fears as to his interest in Christ. Yet, in the 
midst of all, he had a good hope through 
grace, which was as an anchor to his soul, 
He had been accustomed, for many years, to 
read the hymns, and ‘often have his feclings 
almost prevented Spee when giving out 
that hymn,— ; 

“When shone my righteous Tudo, shalt come, 

_ To fetch thy ransomed people home, — 
Shall I amongst them stand?” — 

He was a true lover of Zion, and its 

prosperity gave him much pleasuree When 


urch became destitute of an under. 


she: herd by the death of their late pas' 
most anxiously did he desire to 


presence of the heavenly Shepherd. He was 
known in the village as the liberal friend of 
the poor, and for many years many of the 
children of the poor were educated at. his 
expense, Though a Calvinistic baptist in 
principle, yet he was a lover of all good men, 
and encouraged all good efforts to promote 
the spread of the gospel. Hence at his death 
he bequeathed the sum of £1000 to the 
British and Foreign Bible Society, £300 to 
the Baptist Foreign Missionary Society, 
£390 to the London Missionary Society, and 
£300 to the Wesleyan Missionary Society. 
He was diligent in his attendance on the 
means of grace, and was at chapel on the 
Lord’s day previous to his death, He felt that 
his time was drawing nigh, and on Thursday 
he was removed, by a fit of apoplexy, from 
the present evil world to enter the rest 
prepared for the people of God, 


MR. T. EVANS. 

On Lord’s day, May 31, Mr. Thomas 
Evans, student of the baptist academy, 
Pontypool, departed this life, after an illness 
of about six weeks, Mr. Evans was a member 
of Pandy Chapel, near Ruthen, in North 
Wales. He had nearly completed his fourth 
year in the-academy, and was preparing for 
leaving for the summer’s vacation, but was 
detained by severe affliction, which termi- 
nated his early career. 


MR. As MALLOCK, 


Died, June 12, 1846, at his residence, 
Millbank Street, Westminster, after a short 
illness, Mr, Andrew Mallock, for upwards of 
seventeen years a deacon of the baptist 
church, Romney Street. Our deceased friend 
was originally from Scotland, and at an early 
uge was Impressed with religious convictions 
under a sermon by the Jate Rowland Hill. 
Naturally of an ardent disposition, in his 
renewed character he evinced an equally 
zealous spirit by becoming an earnest advo- 
cate for the truth as it is in Jesus. Renounc- 
ing his connexion with the established church, 
he became the honoured instrument in God’s 
hands of founding, and for many years almost 
solely supporting, the dissenting cause in his 
native town, Dunkeld, Perthshire. Called 
the providence of God to settle in London, he 
became a hearer of the late Mr. Price of 
Lewisham Street, Westminster, 
teaching he was led to see the scriptural 
nature of adult baptism, and joined the 
church under his successor, Mr. Woollacott. 

wards he was elected to the 
con, and in this he verily “ob- 
2. on Mallock held 


Under his — 
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His advocacy of the poor was constant and A.D ET. THOMAS ..+.00-reseesereee £3 
unflinching. By them his loss will be severely M, E J, Morgan. vieessrereereecsoneee 3 
felt, as it is now greatly lamented. His ill- Mn Dy gdt<cnaaeoeey B, STNG mAs ae. Gis asanssseksas 3 
ness, which was painful, he bore without a be? eer eee Fa, J OnCGie ch eavonvscbiavaw wee 3 
murmur. From the moment he understood 

that its issue would probably be fatal, his abode 


mind became calm and serene, His sun went 
down without a cloud. 


MRS, POPE. 


Died, on the 24th of June last, Mary, the 
beloved wife of Mr. Henry Pope of Cheetham 
Hill, Manchester. She was brought to the 
knowledge of the truth in the eighteenth year 
of her age, during a severe illness, with 
which the Lord was pleased to visit her. In 
1791 she publicly devoted herself to the 
Lord by baptism, and joined the church in 
Cannon Street, Birmingham, then under the 
pastoral care of the late seraphic Samuel 
Pearce, with whom, and his amiable wife, she 
was united in the strongest ties of Christian 
friendship until their lamented deaths. The 
“respective duties of an affectionate wife for 
fifty-seven years, and of a tender and indul- 
gent mother, she discharged in a truly Chris- 
tian-like manner. ut of thirteen children 
three only survive to lament their loss. 
Strongly attached to the honse and people 
of the Lord, she invariably filled up her 
place, both on the sabbath and the week-day, 
whenever circumstances would admit. The 
sacred scriptures were her daily companion, 
and the experimental hymns of Watts, New- 
ton, and others, were her delight. She had 
several severe attacks of illness during the 
last two years of her life, under which her 
mind was most mercifully supported; her 
last was about three weeks, when she sweetly 
fell asleep in the arms of her Lord and 
‘Saviour, in the seventy-eighth year of her 
EBs ’ 


pee re, Bs ats 


os es ‘i ~ MISCELLANEA. 
"PROFITS OF THE BAPTIST MAGAZINE, . 

_ The half-yearly meeting of the proprietors 
of this magazine was held on the 17th of 
duly, when the following sums were voted to 
widows of baptist ministers. The initials 


The baptist chapel in this village, having 
been considerably enlarged, was opened for 
divine worship on the 2nd, 5th, and 6th 
of July, when sermons were preached by 
Messrs. Stovel of London, Edwards of Not- 
tingham, Gawthorm of Belper, Pottenger of 
Bradford, and Davies the pastor of the 
church. It isa neat and substantial building, 
capable, without a gallery, of accommodating 
400 people. The cost of the alterations, in- 
cluding the erection of two vestries, and other 
conveniences, is about £400. Towards this 
sum upwards of £170 had been previously 
raised by the congregation, and £45 were 
collected at the opening services; there is 
still wanting, therefore, about £180, which, 
it is earnestly hoped, will be raised ere long. 


THE BAPTIST PENNY MAGAZINE, 


A small monthly publication, called The 
Church, has been carried on two or three 
years by some respectable ministers of our 
denomination in Yorkshire. The number for 


July last is the commencement of a new 


series, with some alterations of size and plan 
which appear to us to be judicious. Its 
price will doubtless render it agceptable to 
many members of churches for whom our 
own work would be too expensive, and the 


character of our brethren who conduct it is a 


sufficient guarantee oe its good tendency. — 


DR. CHALMERS ON THE EVANGELICAL ais 


ANCE. 


This earnest champion for an apeaciieelt 
association for Christian union has just issued 


a remarkable pamphlet with which it is . ; 
: desirable that all who intend . 


to take r 


areas! 


eae NCL | 


in the approaching. conference should 


themselves acquainted. — 
should = liked another title than 1 


alone of each widow are given, with the name | anor 


of the “contributor” by whee she was re- 
ae mmended, os: oe 
Ree mmended by seg 
n nee teeeneeee oer 


nd 
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which, when brought together and formed 
into an association, they are expected to 
eng ge. It is an Alliance in defence of 
protestantism.” Speaking of the impertance 
of having a small body of Christian patriots in 
parliament, he says, “ A testimony ever and 
anon in the High Court of Parliament against 
jesuitism in all its forms, whether of naked 
popery, or of popery under the garb of 
protestantism, and under the puseyite modi- 
fication of it,—such a testimony given forth 
in high places, and re-echoed to by the public 
conscience from every quarter of the land, 
would operate with most wholesome effect in 
reviving and keeping vigilantly awake the 
spirit both of religion and liberty in our 
nation. It will indeed be wretched, if either 
at the next or future meetings of the Alli- 
ance, the attention of so many zealous and 
enlightened men shall be diverted from this 
patent and most productive walk of imme- 
diate usefulness, because otherwise employed 
in what at present is wholly out of place in 
settling the articles of their union, they, 
although most cbviously one in spirit, cannot 
be brought to agree in what might well be 
termed the scholastics of theology.” ... ‘ Let 
us now venture to express our hope of their 
being now a pretty general conviction that 
no basis of union in the form of so many 
articles of faith, should have been proposed at 
the outset of this enterprise. This is a com- 
plete inversion of the right order—causing 
the first and the final to change places—of a 
process which should not begin thus, but will 
perhaps end thus.” . ... ‘‘ I would state our 
terms of admittance in no other way, than by 
simply proclaiming the objects of our Alliance. 
After which, all who join it profess by the 
very act that they are the enemies of popery 
—that they are the friends of the bible; and 
that on its basis, as the supreme directory of 
faith and practice, they are desirous of such a 
_ common understanding among all denomina- 
tions, as might enable them to make ostensi- 
ble demonstration to the world of that unity 
or oneness for which our Saviour prayed.” .. 
. . We feel all confidence in recommending 
that they should stand forth in the character 
first of a great anti-popish association, and 
secondly of a great home mission—believing, 
as we do, that to walk together in the field of 
Christian philanthropy is a likely preparation 
for thinking together on the pesions of 
Christian faith.” 


el 


WESLEYAN VIEW OF THE EVANGELICAL ALLI- 
ANCE, 

The Wesleyan Methodist Magazine—which 
has been from the first a strenuous advocate 
of the proposed Alliance—in a review last 
month of Dr. Payne’s well-known Lectures 
on Divine Sovereignty, has the following sen- 
tences, with others of a similar character :— 
“The churches of Christ, we think, should 
direct their attention to other questions. 
Evangelical Christians, whether they think 
with John Calvin or with James Arminius, 
are called both to defend and practically to 
promote the great truths relating to a sinner’s 
salvation, on “which they cordially agree, We 
are unfeignedly sorry to see,in some of the 
ministers of the Scottish Free Church, a de- 
termination to make rigid Calvinism, in its 
reference to an election which, by all the 
rules of sound logic, draws after it an absolute 
reprobation, and to the imputed righteousness 
of Christ for a sinner’s justification, the un- 
bending standard of evangelical orthodoxy. 
If this be persisted in, if Wesleyanism must 
be identified with that Pelagian heresy which 
it condemns as much as any Calvinist can 
condemn, then all talk"of Evangelical Alliance 
is worse than useless; it is a mere mockery,’’ 

THE REY. T. S. GUYER OF RYDE, 

This respected independent minister, after 
haying sustained the pastoral office twenty 
eight years, and acquired the respect of his 
neighbours. of every community, died in the 
spring. Two of his children lay in consecrated 
ground in the churchyard of Binstead, an 
adjacent parish: it was intended to place his 
remains with theirs; but the rector of that 
parish was of opinion that the law of the 
church “clearly forbids her ministers from 
using her office for the burial of the dead, for 
any that have stood in the same relation to 
the church that Mr. Guyer did.” This inci- 
dent has occasioned the publication of two 
discourses delivered at the Weigh House 
Chapel, by the Rev. Thomas Binney, entitled 
“ The Spirit admitted to the Heavenly House, 
and the Body refused a Grave,’ which we 
regret that we were unable to notice in the 
proper place. Connected with them the 


reader will find the correspondence between” z 


the clergyman and the relatives of the de- 


ceased, and notes on subjects incidentally in- 


troduced, the perusal of which will gratify 
and instruct. 
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 Yalbwiog statement. The Baptist 1 Buildi ing = 
Fund was instituted in the year 1825. The Tap 
| amount of subscriptions and donatic ons re-: “F 


f d to the pri rs 
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of which has been given away, and to the 
society is irrevocably lost; not one shilling 
remains in hand. If that money, from the 
commencement, had been used as a loan 
fund, without interest, it would, in revolving 
through the past twenty years, have dis- 
charged about twenty-three thousand pounds 
of debt; and now, at the commencement of 
the third period of ten years, a very large 


proportion, ifnot the whole, of £18,920 would | 


remain, and under the direction of the com- 
_mittee, be assisting eighty or one hundred 
churches to pay off their several incum- 
brances, at the same time saving them col- 
lectively the annual payment of nine hundred 
and forty pounds, the interest of that money 
if borrowed upon mortgage. This plain fact 
needs no comment. If rightly considered, it 
must induce many persons to unite in the 
permanent investment of capital with Doctor 
Newman’s Loan Fund; there to carry an inter- 
minable interest for the maintenance of the 
churches of the denomination. The one thou- 
sand pounds left by Dr. Newman isinyested with 
nine churches ; each church has given the se- 
curity of four persons for the repayment, thus 
has commenced the Loan Fund. Surely, my 
dear sir, it does not require a very great 
effort to render the capital of the Loan Fund 
twenty thousand pounds. If every one of 
our members would act according to his or 
her ability, contribute once, the amount 
named would immediately be doubled, and 
incalculable benefit perpetuated, The in- 
ducement to aid this plan is strong, because 
the money deposited here remains, and con- 
stitutes a perpetual source of good. May 
the members of our churches prove them- 
selves alive to the powerful impulse given by 
Mr. Bowser’s suggestion for the appropriation 
of the doctor’s legacy; and may very many, 
in the prospect of the close of life, follow the 
example of Dr. Newman, and bequeath a 
legacy, emorial of themselves, to remain 
in active operation until the poor shall be no 
longer with us. 

Objections have been raised to the Loan 
Fund; no human project can be unobjection- 
able. It is objected that the money lent 
may not be returned, and that the manage- 
ment will be complicated and difficult. Some 
loss will probably, in a course of years, attend 
the progress of the loan, but the Building 
Fund in every year gives away all the 
amount subscribed; and the security taken 
for repayment will unquestionably be~avail- 
able to preserve the far greater part of the 
investment. The management is simple, the 
process short, the repayments by instalments 
are to be made half yearly, at Ladyday and 
Michaelmas, and the mone 
repayment will immediately be invested by 
the committee in further loans, applications 
for which will always be ready upon their 


rotation list. 4 es eer 
Donations can be remitted to the treasurer 


received in | 


| be expected in the number for 


POSTSCRIPT. 


or secretaries free of expence. ‘The distribu- 
tion will need no outlay; neither will the 
proceedings absorb the contribution. I trust, 
my dear sir, that this letter will excite in- 
quiry, and induce what is so much wanted, 
the establishment of an ample loan fund for 
building and repairing the churches of the 
denomination. 
I am, my dear sir, 
Sincerely yours, 
Josepu FLercuHer, Treas. 


Union Dock, Limehouse, 
July 11, 1846, 


EDITORIAL POSTSCRIPT. 


It has afforded us. satisfaction to find that 
the excellent article in our last number in 
which the reviewer of sermons by Dr. Hamil- 
ton and Mr. Gregg discussed at some length 
the character of good preaching, has given 
pleasure to many of our friends; but the con- 
jecture expressed by some of them respecting 
its authorship was not correct : the writer is 
pastor of a large and prosperous church, and 
is himself a preacher of acknowledged emi- 
nence. It may be desirable to add, that the 
writer of the review of Mr. Stovel’s Lectures 
in our present number is a minister living 
very many miles from the metropolis, whose 
course of study has fitted him peculiarly for 
the examination of such a work, and whose 
name, if it were right to reveal it, would 
give additional weight to his observations. 


The new chapel mentioned last month as 
opened at Westbury-on-Lyne is, we are 
informed, at Westbury-on-Trym. All the 
rest of our correspondent’s first letter was 
more legible than that word. The names of 
persons and of places are often written less 
carefully than common words, in which con- 
jecture might render aid. 


Mr. Flanders, whose severe indisposition 
induced him to leave Hayti and return to 
this country, finds-his health materially im- 
proved. He has been residing for some time 
at Little Staughton, near Great Staughton, 
Huntingdonshire, where a letter would find 


him ; and he is now ready, we are informed, . 


to engage in ministerial labour. 


Two young men have recently been ac- 
cepted by the Baptist Theological Education 
Society, in addition to the four already under 


its patronage, and are located with Mr, 
Gough, pastor of the church at Clipstone, — 


Northamptonshire, 


The annual meeting of the Baptist =o 4 


Fund was held a few’days ago. Its proceed- 


ings were too important to be compressed ~ 


into the small space that could be afforded at 


the end of the month, but a full account may 
= 


= + 


= 


September. 
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Tn Gratitude 


To 


ALMIGHTY GOD 
AND IN 


AFFECTIONATE REMEMBRANCE OF 
THE 


REY. EBENEZER DANIEL 
MINISTER OF THE GOSPEL 
IN CONNEXION WITH 
THE 


Gaptist Misston: 
WHo, 


AFTER A PERIOD OF 
FOURTEEN YEARS LABOUR 


CEYLON, 
{IN JOURNEYVINGS OFTEN, 
IN WEARINESS AND PAINFULNESS, 
IN WATCHINGS OFTEN, 
IN HUNGER AND THIRST, 
IN FASTINGS OFTEN, 
IN COLD AND NAKEDNESS, 
DIEN AT 


COLOMBO, 


ON THE SECOND DAY OF JUNE, 1844, 
IN THE SIXTIETH YEAR OF HIS AGE. 


“Tuts Taste was erected from the voluntary subscriptions of 
Christians of all denominations, ‘The surplus was, 


by the desire of the Subseribers, remitted 
to his orphan children. 
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STATEMENT OF SCHOOLS 


IN CONNEXION WITH THE BAPTIST MISSIONARY SOCIETY. 
eR 


# | Attendance 
o 
By whom super- 2 et 
PLACES. intended or Description of |5 
established. School. Zz pBOyE. Girls. 
INDIA. 
Calcutta, Circular Road|A. Leslie soe[Sabbath vsecesverree] 1 8 8 
IIe eo a a Ditto «(Bible Class sess} 1] ... | 12 
Lal Bazar ...seeseese J. Wenger English Day ......| 2} 200} 75 
Intally, Calcutta .. G. Pearce Boarding «| Ql 25) 20 
Ditto aide Ditto Day, English......| 1] 90) « 
Coolie Bazar Lal Bazar Church|Day, Native De. BO) ers 
Risce és Ditto ~vcessse. Ditto cessevees| 1 80} ‘ 
Allipore ., ..|Mr. Floyd .. Ditto .. eae! 80) .. 
Garriya wonvixecaeas ..|Day, English,,....| 1} 100} .. 
Nursigdachoke . ..|J. C. Page ssvee..|Day & board., N.| 2} 32) ... 
Malayapur .es.sse «|G. Pearce ,.+00+0..|Day, Native cevee| 1 50) one 
Up vials Pree ee acsvepdecess DittO secre Ditto sevseceee| 1] 30] ave 
Lakhyantipur ...,..e60ee Ditto ., .|Day and Evening} 1} 25] «« 
HOW al ....eeedsersseseenee{ L's MOFal sessevses|Day, Englisbiseess| 1] 44, | ae 
Ramkrishnapore ..,... ° 
Ghusserie .....c000 = Ditto sevss....|Day, Native c+} 3] 930] ess 
Benares Road voveeerbe 
SETAMPOTE vssserseevereesees leery 4 Pee ae \ Day, Native ...| 8} 750} 72 
Ditto... J.C. Marshman |Day, ditto vss} 1] 120) ov 
Suri Birbhum . seccsvevsvee(¥e Williamson ,..|Day, ditto ...... 2 
Boarding, citi | 1}. 63) 8 
Sabbath, ditto 1 
JOSSOFC vsiseevecerseesvanees|0e PALLY evsvoesseeve| DAY vecversevsensersss! 9) 300] eve 
Dacca, ...ssevereessensvseeenes{O» LEONATG.........|Day, English......} 11 30} es 
Chittagong.,... J, Johannes .,.... Ditto. .sivveis.} 2) - 74) va 
Chaundgas ...ccovcvseevvvee 3 ae seeteroes| DAY, NGtLVO veieee| 1 50) ee 
B . Lawrence : 
MOnghir ..sccssersroseseesres] | J” Paecne.t Ditto sesversee] 3] 90] one 
Ditto ....,....|Day, English......| 1}... 8 
Ditto ........./Sabbath, English.| 1 LO} see 
H. Beddy ......... Boarding seve} 1] .,, | 36 
Benares sesssovesesssveeevons 6. Sal Day serssessersvverens] 6 152] 25 
Chunar Sieatieh nt WiIKS..esesc0e Foner receneyseerels Llue sag 2D 
eae eevee ..|Day anid Sabbath] 1} 30] ... 
*"|Three Schools v+-|...1 36} ser 
Ks Phillips. Perenece ‘.|Day, Native sss] 1] 40) a 
CULWA vecccessersestvevecteety| We CALCY sesecoees DUGEO; savsaveost lL} “TAG as 
CEYLON. 
Colombo, Grand Pass... Boarding sss) 1 12 
Pettah ssrecessereerene ) (Cs C. Dawson .. 
A erD aden ‘ Wi DAVIES jo cserss|DAY ceriertevsvanevsvs] Of] 138 
ave Island ,, is B. Lewii re cereeeeaasor! 1 
Mullakooly 8 pean 30 
Pettoompy...., vate DB wervevimesereyl Ll 30 
Kottighawatta , WLIO cevivervesvcenvntel Vi da0 
Ditto cece 1 40 
Waragoda. .wvieerdenes w 4G 
Toomboovilla sesssevees ceegeveveor{ DAP evyerverveeysereet 43 
Weilgama vresssrccvedrees seveeveeeee DAY seevetenctenreenes 4 114 
Ruanwella..., BY svvseseerevouever] 61 160 
Ditto .. 1 25 
Matura ..... 5) 150 
Hendilla- ivessseues | 2 36 
Calanyjevcvevese I| <6 
1 30 
4 60 
1 1 
a 12 { 
4) 105 


BAHAMAS, 


How supported. 


——— 


Local contributions. 
Subs. in England and India. 


. |Ladies Aux. Soc. & B. M.S. 
. {Local contributions. 


Ditto. 
Ditto. 
Ditto. 


ee its Missionary = se 


Calcutta Auxiliary Society. 

Ladies’ Auxiliary Society. 
Ditto. 

Calcutta Aux. Miss. Society. 


girls, all supported by local 


{* the Jubilee School some 
contributions. 


Local contributions. 
Ditto. 


Ditto. 


One by the Bap. Miss. Soc., the 
rest by local contributions. 
Local contributions. 
Ditto. 
Ditto. 


Ditto. 


Ditto. 
Ditto. 
Contribs. in England & India. 


Local Contributions, 


Loeal contributions & B. M.S, 
Contrib, from Maze Pond, Eng. 


Female Education Society and 
Friends in England. 
wu Baptist Missionary Society. 


Mrs. Leonard, of Woodchester. 
One by New Park Street. 


Mala Missionary Society. 
itto, 

Ditto, 

Ditto. 


One by Mrs. Rouse. 
One by Bap. Miss. Society. 
By Baptist Missionary Society. 


One by New Park Street S. 8. 

By Baptist Missionary Society. 
Ditto. $ 
Ditto. 

One by Meeting House Alley] . 


Buneny School, Portsea. 
One by Eats S.8., pias 
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PLACEs, 


Our IsLanps, 
Stevenstone 
Ditto 


Ditto nin. 


seeeeteeens 


Crooked Island,, 
DibtOw. ccoeryan we 
Ragged Island .. 
Long Island ... 
Andros Island .. 

~ |Grand Bahama.. 


By whom super- 
intended or 
established. 


W. K. Rycroft... 


DittO cccsecusecevsevaes|vecees 


HONDURAS, Belize ... 
Ditto 
Turks Island.., 


TRINIDAD. 
Port of Spain, 
Pembroke Street ... 
Ditto 
Dry River ... 
Ditto ... 
Tacariqua 


Grand Savanna,...wveeeoefee 


AFRICA. 


ELAN DW eevevverevsedaveadey 


JAMAICA, recently 
connected with Soc... 


AUER O ONS E OHO neeeneneee 


G. Cowen, J. Law) 


Perec ree 


John Clarke at 
Joseph Merrick 


Thos. Sturgeon 
and others.., 


Coe 


./Sabbath ., 
../Sabbath ...., 


seSabbath creveeseases 
+|Day .ecvesreoes 


Sabbath .. 


DAK Gyan 


Description of 
School. 


[DAY sssserresserenenes 


Sunday ates 


DAY vernosepsoerseeees 


DBY wvesvorseseess ve 


SUNGay sispeseovses 


DB ivan aisderaaiveres 


RR RO ee ee eB et Or 


| Number. 


Attendance, 


ean 


How supported. 


Ditto, 
Ditto. 
Ditto. 
Ditto. 
Ditto, 
Ditto. 
Ditto. 
Ditto. 
Ditto. 
Ditto. 
Ditto. 
Ditto. 
Ditto. 
Ditto. 
Ditto. 
Ditto. 


Ditto. 
Ditto. 
Ditto. 
Ditto. 


By B. M.S. & Soe, of Friends. 
By Baptist Missionary Society. 
Ditto. 
Ditto. 
Ditto. 


By Friends in England and by 
Baptist Missionary Society. 


By Baptist Missionary Society. 


By contributions and Society 
of Friends. 


To carry on these important school operations, by which education is given to 
many thousand children in all parts of the world, the Committee have received 
during the last year, the following sums :— 


For Africa. : 
For Entally : ‘ 


For Patna 


a?’ . 


For Muttra 5 ‘ 
For Female Education 
For Schools : 5 


The total is thus under £250, a sum lamentably inadequate 


case. 


> ° ° 
° ° 

> ° * 
ry ° 

° . ° 
ry e 


4. aoa. 
eae: ten et) 
oe. O--Y) 
~, 26.16 
650-0 
ee: 

. 8810 6 
945° 9 7 en 


to the wants of the 


Further donations from individual friends, or from schools, will be very thank ~ 


fully received. 


CALCUTTA. 


ASIA. 


Mr. Thomas, writing from this city, May 2nd, states that the brethren were in 
tolerable health. His own exertions appear{to be more than can be long con- 
tinued with safety. He says, “I can rarely lay;down my pen afore, elevett 


» < 


4 


> 


Tepe 
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o’clock at night, and to have to preach nearly every sabbath morning after such 
incessant labour and care throughout the week is rather hard, in India especially.” 


In transmitting communications from two of the churclies, he observes, 


Lal Bazar ought to be provided for, but 
for this purpose help should be sent to 
Calcutta. The necessity for such help being 
afforded you will find urged in the letter from 
the Dum Dum church. Our brother Page 
has agreed to supply them on the first sabbath 
of each month. The utmost we can venture 
to engage for beyond this, is for one of us to 
supply them on the evening of the third sab- 
bath of the month. What is to be done? 
Can you send us out men? and if you send 


been accustomed to look at things as much as 
possible on the bright side, and not a few of 
the brethren in the country look to me for a 
word of comfort and encouragement, but 
since the receipt of your December letter, I 
have found it hard to keep up my spirits. I 
fear the Society has undertaken more than it 
can sustain, and hence am fearful that the 
Indian mission, instead of being more ade- 
quately provided for, will suffer to a greater 
or less extent by the efforts to enter on new 
fields, 


out men, can you support them? I have 


BIRBHUM. © 


Mr. Williamson, after giving an account of several itinerating excursions in this 
district, writes as follows :— 


view as a favourable sign of the times, leading 
us to hope that every thing else connected 
with idolatry is in like manner on the wane, 
and will in due time come to a perpetual end. 
May the Lord hasten it in his time. 


The late fairs of Bakreshwar and Deaucha 
were visited by us this season as usual; the 
latter, like that of Super, has lately much de- 
clined, and will probably soon cease alto- 
gether, a circumstance we feel inclined to 


~ 


AFRICA. 


FERNANDO PO. 


As the reasons which induced us to refrain from publishing the particulars of 
the recent interference with our mission in this island do not now exist in their 
original force, we think it right to gratify the natural desire of our friends for 
information on this painful subject ; and it cannot be given more satisfactorily, 
2 perhaps, than by presenting them with documents which were laid several weeks. 
ago before the Earl of Aberdeen, the late Secretary of State for the Foreign 
Department. Last year we had occasion to solicit his kind offices with the 
Spanish government, in respect to our property at Fernando Po, and they were 
kindly promised. We were in daily expectation of a further communication 
from his lordship, when he went out of office. The attention of his successor, 
Lord Palmerston, has now been called to the subject. 4 a 


Ist. The Trus 


Baptist Mission House, 
May 4, 1846, | Society cl 
_ Es =| houses“ 


eS wrest. 


purchased the 
| Th a 
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our missionaries to leave the island imme- 
diately, on the ground that they are Protes- 
tants, and have declined to give a pledge not 
to preach; they have, however, allowed them 
twelve, or at most, fifteen months to re- 
move their property, or (if they can) to sell 
it, implying that if at the end of. that time it 
1s not sold or removed, it will be forfeited to 
the Spanish authorities. 

_ Your lordship will observe that our mis- 
sionaries have been guilty of no crime: there 
is not even a charge against them, except the 
one I have already mentioned. The Consul- 
General has taken great care (as your lord- 
ship will perceive from the accompanying 
documents) to pronounce them blameless, and 
to assure them that he will represent them as 
such to his government. 

Now on these facts we have to remark, 

Ist. That much of our property cannot be 
removed, such as the land we have purchased 
in the interior and the cleared land at Cla- 
rence, the jetty and cistern; and yet it is 
plainly ours, and we have a right to sell or 
retain it, as we may find convenient. 

2nd. While we may allow that the Spanish 
authorities have power to prevent our mis- 
sionaries from preaching or even landing upon 
the island, our right to the property remains. 
It is ours as it was the British government’s. 
We have spent upon it nearly £3000, and 
we ought to be allowed to use it or dispose of 
it as we please. The whole of this property, 
my lord, is in trust, and enrolled in the 
English Court of Chancery. The Trustees 
are responsible to a constituency of more than 
one hundred thousand persons, and are bound 
to hand it down to their successors untouched, 
or to repay to the Society the amount that 
has been expended upon it ; neither of which 


duties they can discharge if the proposed |~ 


removal or the proposed forced sale is com- 
pleted. We have, therefore, very respectfully 
to request your lordship to use your influence 


Mondau, Dec. 29, 1845. 
- According to appointment, Clarke, New- 
begin, Sturgeon, and I, prepared to meet the 
Spanish Consul-General. Early in the morn- 
ing a notification, signed by Becroft, was sent 
to Clarke, that the meeting would be held at 
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and secure for us the rights of property t 
which as British subjects we are entitled. 

Your lordship will no doubt have observed 
that we have not asked protection for thss 
persons of our missionaries, much less have 
we asked your lordship’s aid in securing for 
them the liberty of toleration. That liberty 
was distinctly promised in the name of her 
Catholic majesty by the commander of the 
Nerion in 1843, both to our missionary Mr. 
Sturgeon and to the people of Clarence. We 
deem it unwise and unjust to withhold it, 
but we do not ask your lordship’s interference 
to secure it, most valuable as we should deem 
that interference on other questions. 

Our missionaries are not unwilling to live 
under Spanish laws, to submit to expulsion if 
they can be legally expelled, but the property 
at Clarence is in a different position. It is 
placed in trust. It is held by titles which in 
an English colony would be deemed sufficient, 
and which (so far as regards Clarence at 
least) Spain herself has acknowledged, for 
Clarence was occupied by the British govern- 
ment with her consent. We submit, there- 
fore, that this property is ours, and that we 
should be left perfectly free to sell it as and 
when we can, or to use it at the least for the 
purposes of business and health. We can 
give your lordship no pledge that those who 
visit it will not preach, though it is rather 
our intention to use it as a sanatorium than as 
a preaching station ; but if the missionaries 
preach they will be subject of course to 
Spanish law, and its penalties. Even if 
they be expelled, however,/the property, and 
the rights of the property, we submit to your 
lordship ought to remain with the Trustees. 

With every sentiment of respect, 


Iam, 
Your lordship’s obedient humble servant, 
Josrrn ANcus, 
Sec. Bap, Miss, Soc. 


nd in 


ain, 
in 
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which he drew from his pocket a copy of the 
New Constitution of 1845, January 1, and 
No. 11 Article; wherefore every one of 
us save Mr. Sturgeon, who was here when 
Segnior Tarayné visited the colony in 1843 
must necessarily depart; an obligation which 
he regretted extremely, because he had seen 
and was assured, that we had done immense 
good to the people, and had advanced them 
marvellously in civilization; but the law and 
his instructions were very stringent, and ad- 
mitted of no compromise: his question there- 
fore was, What time do we require to remove 
ourselves and our effects? And turning to 
me (whom he had been addressing and 
continued his speech to throughout), he in- 
quired if I had any observations to make. I 
asked how that exception in favour of Mr, 
Sturgeon, of which we had been reminded, 
could consist with the peremptoriness and 
absoluteness of the law of intolerance which 
existed prior to this new constitution, and 
when the first commander was here, Monsieur 
explained, that the permission to Sturgeon 
must be understood as conditional upon his 
promise to abstain from missionary work, and 
to dwell as a private individual only. He 
was told that Mr. Tarayné had attached no 
condition; on the contrary, had publicly 
declared religious toleration, and assured Mr. 
Sturgeon that he should be protected from 
molestation. The instructions which Monsieur 
meant now to carry into execution were, that 
no allowance should be given to any person to 
propagate any other religion than the Roman 
catholic. At first we understood him to forbid 
even family worship, but this might have been 
a misconception, for he afterwards distinctly 
sanctioned it in the missionaries’ families and 
with their households, and intercommuni- 


but h 
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move our property, amounting to about £3000, 
would be very acceptable ; at which Beecroft, 
in a tone of impatience and of disappointment, 
remarked, “ Oh, that might be twelve months,” 
but the Commissioner took no exception to 
that term. We then proceeded to the subject 
of property, and of titles by which it is held. 
Mr. Angus’s (our secretary) letter of June 
Ath, which states that Lord Aberdeen had 
seen them, and was endeavouring to get them 
confirmed by the Spanish government, was 
produced; but before that passage could be 
read, Monsieur took from his pocket instruc- 
tions to himself, dated July 2nd, that had 
been forwarded to him at the Canaries, and 


which he said had been prepared since the - 


application had been made for us, and were 
directly opposed to it, and denied their 
validity, and also directed him to cause us to 
quit the island immediately, or with all pos- 
sible speed; that strong and peremptory di- 


rections had been sent after him in con- - 


sequence of complaints or representations 
made in England by Colonel Nicholls, and 
from hence by Beecroft, e. g. on our having 
required of Captain Becroft ground-rent for 
premises erected upon land to which we had 
no title in equity. It was intimated that this 
was not the only offensive thing we had done, 
and been reported to have done, aud for 


which immediate deportation had been re-- 


solved upon and commanded ; but Monsieur 
said that he would take on himself to afford 
us a space of time necessary for the removal 
of effects, and further give permit to abide 
here if we would sign the conditions he in- 
tended to submit to us ; if however we should 
decline to do this, there would be no alterna- 
tive, go we must. Becroft took occasion, on 
the subject of his grievances, to speak of us 
as disaffected to him as governor, and as 
having uniformly neglected to render him 
respect, quoting the presumptuous erection 
of a place of worship upon land which he 
alleges we have no claim to, without first 
obtaining his permission, and for having 
landed our missionary friends from the Dove 
without a passport from the home Spanish 
authorities, and without his being on the spot. 
Monsieur was asked whether he could not 


they were 
formally 
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ferred to us for the consideration of the money | specting the land, and the grant of that which 
by which the messuages, &c., had been pur- | none but one ratified by Spain could confer. 
chased, and upon the original question of the | Monsieur also said, that we had not sought 
grantors’ right to do so. The document bear- | from Mr. Tarayné a confirmation of our sup- 
Becroft’s signature offered to purchase on be- | posed right to the use of the land at a time 
half of Tennant, Dalton, and Co., from Col.| when grants were made by that officer to 
Nicholls, then the commander and functionary | Becroft, Jim, and others, and he spoke to that 
of the British forces here, the building, stores, | particular as if we had missed our opportunity, 
and use of the cleared lands, was produced; and had not timeously advantaged ourselves 
also of Colonel Nicholls’ acceptation of the | of the presence of that official, as the parties 
offer and price. Becroft remarked, ‘ that is | named had done; yet at other times, and on 
of no value; that clause (of the use of the | other counts (as the religious freedom to Mr: 
cleared lands) I put in, but I had no right to | Sturgeon), he said that the promises, &c., of 
do it, and that goes for nothing; and if you|that official had been nullified by the late 
choose to pay your money on invalid security, | constitution, Finally, Monsieur the Consul 
you must look to that now, and stand by the |admitted our right to all the messuages and 
consequences.” I replied, “ that I did not un- | tenements which we had purchased, and since 
derstand what he meant to convey by ‘ he had jerected, and assured us that they should be 
put that clause in;’ all the terms of the offer for |placed at our disposal without restriction. 
purchase had been prepared by him, and the | The proclamation made by Capt. Owen, R.N. 
colonel’s acceptance was of them, and in that |of possession being taken by him in 1827, in 
form, and with those rights the property had |the name of his Britannic Majesty, George 
come into our possession.” He became very |the Fourth, of Point William, and of the 
rude and overbearing, so much so that he |land bounded interiorly by the river Haybrook 
was at last signed to by Monsieur to quiet or |in Lockburn’s Cove, and seaward by the 
calm himself. He vacated his seat, went into |ocean, and which is the cleared land we 
an adjoining room, muttering as he went that | think ourselves entitled to, was read from the 
he would not sit there to be insulted, and to | printed copy-in- Lieut. Woolman’s Travels, 
have his authority defied, and to hear mej Monsieur could not allow any validity to it. 
prate; and also said, ‘‘ Let me speak, sir; you | Becroft would not admit that we had any 
have been speaking all the time; don’t you | justification for having claimed a right in the 

think to have it all your own way.” And | soil, and when reminded that he had assented 
when I again referred to the supplemental | to the claim (though not admitting the right), 
instructions to Monsieur, which urged the| and had offered to pay for the rent of a store- 
speedy sending us away from Fernando Po on| house erected by himself, said that he had 
the ground of complaints made by him and/| offered to pay £10 per annum because he had 
others, and named as one the offence given | rased an old imperfect building to that ground 
by the demand for ground-rent, he became | on which he afterwards constructed that store. 
very wrathful and indignant at my ascribing} He denied ever having consented to pay 
the deportation thereto, and sneeringly in- | ground-rent, and demanded the production, if 
sinuated that I was perverting a fact to my | possible, of a written voucher, Our business 
own ends, for the purpose of reflecting upon | was now pretty well concluded. On the sub- 
his character, and in a surly, authoritative! ject of schools, and of liberty to continue 
manner, said ‘No, Sir; you are sent away | school instruction at Clarence and among the 
because you teach another religion than the | natives at our out-stations, Monsieur reseryed 
Roman catholic;” and in that scornful manner | a decision till he could inspect them; he let 
and irascible humour he prescribed to me| fall, however, one remark, that very much is 
what questions I should put to Monsieur on| involved in that question (put by Mr, Stur- 
the instrument referred to. My answer was /|geon, and to whom he replied), that the deci« 
in a quiet tone, “I shall ask of the Consul |sion was very important, for, said he, yo 
such questions as may arise within my own | have been disaffecting the minds of the natives 
mind, and I am under no mistake in attribut- | to the Spanish government; by which we un- 
ing to the reports made by you and Colonel | derstood him, that it would be wise to interdict 
Nicholls, the hastened execution of that law | him (Mr. Sturgeon or all of us) from such 
of the constitution of Spain which forbids the | access to the, natives. Brethren Clarke and 
promulgation of Protestantism.” I continued | Newbegin say that this allegation was not 
(by the obliging leave of the Consul) to ex-| advanced on any other foundation than the 
in that we had not overstepped our title, a| general one of Protestantism, upon which such - 
point which I thought i tant to have|an effect is naturally contingent. 
established, because we should then be blame-| Before we broke up we had this understand- 
Jess for having demanded a ground-rent of| ing, that we were no more to hold a public 
 Becroft and <a Das Mr. Matthews assented 
that he had joined Jim in a letter of complaint | 
) Mr. Foster, M.P. Monsieur unreservedly 


j 
4 


instruction, except in our families and 
ghangeably, between them; tha 


religious meeting, or in any way give religious ~ 


bee. Calta 
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manuals as a condition of residence at Fer- 
nando Po; that we might have (as on this 
evening) a public meeting to declare to the 
people the law as now propounded, and that 
a total temperance meeting might be held. 
To them he had declared himself friendly, 
averring himself an abstainer. Becroft and 


Jim did not keep their seats till the meeting | 


was declared by Monsieur to be closed. We 
remained seated till he notified that our busi- 
ness was concluded, and then it was that I 
addressed him on the moral responsibility of 
an opposition to the work and messengers of 
the Lord. I said we could not hear the law 
which had just been promulgated, nor witness 
the miserable satisfaction which it gave to 
certain parties, without pitying that country 
and those individuals upon whom must cer- 
tainly come the displeasure of the Most High. 
He manifested no displeasure, said he was 
sorry for it, but had no alternative to the 
execution of his commission, and as an ex- 
tenuation advanced ‘‘ I shall place missionaries 
here.” We all thanked him for his courtesy. 
He said that was his ‘ duty,” and that he 
was equally satisfied with our conduct. He 
graciously accepted a printed copy of a trans- 
Jation of the First Union Class-Book into 
Fernandian, also the Annual Report of this 
year of our Society. He remarked that he 
had had a similar favour conferred on him by 
a gentleman in London two years since. We 
then retired a few paces, making our congé, 
and withdrew, . : 


We certify that the above minutes are 
minutely and correctly inserted. 
Joun Crarxe, 
Tuomas SturcEon. 
Wiruram Newsecin, 


Second Conference with the Spanish Consul. 


eo Thursday, Jan, 1st. 


the me 
mise,” 


| punctuality. 


on our attention the obligation we should be 
under to observe the appointed time with 
This was ‘spoken in connexion 
with the possibility of our request for one year 
being acceded to. We said that our disposi- 
tion was to depart as early as possible, and 
not to make use of the full extent of limita- 
tion. Monsieur said that he would give 
proof that he is desirous of studying our 
interests, and would therefore remind us that 
we had not said anything (this morning) about 
the removal of our buildings. On being told 
that we calculated on these being put at our 
disposal, he answered, “ Certainly you may.” 
Then he introduced the subject of schools, 
and declared that he is averse to cutting off 
the young from instruction in reading and in 
writing, for he considered it one of the first 
dictates of humanity to rescue the human 
mind from the mazes of ignorance, and there- 
fore he would allow ws to nominate one or 
two coloured teachers, to whom he would give 
leave to reside here, and to pursue the calling 
of schoolmaster; but that the bible must not 
be used as a school-book, for that would be a 
violation of the laws of Spain, and would in- 
troduce tuition in our religion. It was ob- 
served to him, that it might be used in its 
simple, self-contained state, and that it was 
but the introduction of one book, and that of 
universally approved character. ‘‘ Yes,” he 
replied, ‘‘ but it is the basis of your religion ;” 
to which was rejoined, “ And it is to be hoped 
that your lordship’s religion has its foundation 
there.” Monsieur saw that he was caught in 
his own noose, and he glided out of it by 
the help of a pleasantry, signifying that our 
faith harmonized like the fellowship of two 
companies side by side. We informed him 
that we could not, consistently with the con- 
stitution of our Society, avail ourselves of his 
license for teachers, if they were to be debarred 
from using the sacred scriptures. Then said 
he, with you will rest the responsibility of the 
people’s ignorance, for instruction in reading 


and writing might be continued without a . 


use of the bible. We rebutted that by show- 
ing that we are{no; more responsible for it 


than the deprivation the people will suffer of — j 


their pastors, who are compelled to leave 


put in the way of their remaining. Some- 


| while after he dexterously retracted the sen- 


tence of preclusion of the sacred scriptures 
from the schools, by professi tro 


sion to an arrest of the goo 
| effected, “ he would 1 ore 
self to admit the employment 


would not be use 


them because of the insurmountable obstacles __ 
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the same disposition would be extended be-| 


yond his term of office, and he might be 
quickly superseded by a person less favour- 
ably inclined: whilst here it would afford 
him satisfaction to be of all possible service 
tous. Monsieur declared that his disposition 
to this friendly course originated with the 
sentiments of esteem which he had imbibed 
during the interviews with us, and also 
sprang from the high estimate he had of the 
benefits conferred by us on the colony and its 
inhabitants. ‘‘ He had been very agreeably 
disappointed in the expectations which he 
had of meeting with obligations for enforcing 
his diplomacy by measures which it would 
have grieved him exceedingly to execute.” 
These sentiments were conveyed in very flat- 
tering terms, and in an accomplished, courtier 
hke {manner ; and the compliment was re- 
turned by a sincere avowal that we would 
always retain agreeable reminiscences of his 
affable and polished deportment towards us. 
Monsieur requested to have twenty-four 
hours (like as on the question of our tem- 
porary sojourn) before giving a final direction 
respecting school instruction ; at the expira- 
tion of that lapse of time he would again 
request our attendance. 

The business on which we had been ex- 
pressly convened being concluded, I ventured 
to prefer a few requests, which I had pre- 
meditated to make, viz., for a copy of: the 
laws of the new constitution. He has but 
one printed copy, but will allow me to copy 
it. I inquired what other grounds of offence 
were alleged against us besides that of having 
charged Captain Becroft a ground-rent. We 
were desirous of the opportunity of justifying 
ourselves now in his presence, and in the pre- 
sence of Mr. Becroft, for Monsieur had said 
at our last conference that our immediate dis- 
mission from Fernando Po was commanded 
and had been enforced by the supplementary 
instructions to him, because of allegations 
against us by Colonel Nicholls, Captain Be- 
croft, and Mr. Lynslager. Monsieur inter- 
tupted me here, and said I must have mis- 
taken him, for the original instructions had 
enjoined upon him the obligation to dismiss 
us if we did not accede to the conditions he 
had produced, and as to Mr. Lynslager, he 
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had never heard of him till he arrived here; 
and he (the Consul) had no charges whatever 
to adduce. He then, as was manifest, turned 


| the conversation to another subject, but after- 


wards I solicited him to give me a hearing 
again upon this particular. And I requested 
him to put it to Captain Becroft whether 
there remaimed any grievance to be com- 
plained of. He answered for the captain, and 
said he was sure the governor had none. 
Then I looked across the table at Captain 
Becroft, and said, ‘‘ Well here is Captain 
Becroft, and we now call upon him to make 
any charges that he may suppose us answer- 
able for.” Captain Becroft assented that he 
had_been perfectly satisfied by the settlement 
of the ground-rent difference, and Monsieur 
promised to comply with my request that he 
would pronounce us acquitted of all faultiness 
to his government in Spain. I asked him to 
explain in what sense we had disaffected the 
minds of the natives to Spain. He meant, 
he said, only that Protestantism would na- 
turally act so; he had no other ground for 
advancing that.” ‘Would Spain sell the 
island?” “Qh, no; not for any inducement. 
Some time since, when the British govern- 
ment brought that under the notice of their 
parliament (the Cortes), there was almost a 
unanimous expression of strong dissent by the 
assembly, and the minister who introduced 
the debate was put out of office for it in less 
than forty hours after. No; Spain meant to 
colonize Fernando Po immediately ; to intro- 
duce cultivators of the soil, artizans, &c., and 
to cherish immigration.” I had explicit in- 
formation that the instructions forwarded to 
Monsieur at the Canaries, under date of July 
2nd, were prepared in Spain subsequently to 
the application made for us there by our 
ambassador, as alluded to in Mr, Angus’s 
letter of June 4th. Finally, I requested 
Monsieur to favour me with his card of 
address, and with the name of the naval 
commander. This is a copy of Monsieur’s 
calling card, upon which is stamped the 
helmet and vizor of a knight: ‘* Adolpho 
Guillenard de Arragon, del consejé de S. M.” 
The captain’s name, Nicolas de Mantevalle. 
We took leave with mutual expressions of 
esteem. a 


A series of letters have been received from Mr. Sturgeon. In the first, dated 
Feb. 3rd, he laments that just when the church at Clarence was promising to 
become a light to those who were in’ darkness, and a joy to those who were 
strangers to real happiness, it should be threatened with dispersion, but rejoices 
that grace had been given to the people to exhibit much meekness and resigna- 


tion in their trying circumstances. 


_* So far,” he says, “ from our troubles having 


checked the love and piety of the church and destroyed the earnestness previously 
manifested, they have been instrumental of imparting new life and vigour 


~ = 


the whole.” A few ters eee this he took a journey to Calabar, to 
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form an opinion of the desirableness of remoying thither. 
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His last letter, written 


after his return, in haste, states that he had consulted the church, and that “ very 
many expressed their desire to go and settle at Calabar.” 


The following letter from Mr. Clarke on the general state of our African Mission 


is dated Clarence, April 2nd, 1846. 


On a review of our mission history, I think 
there is ground to hope that the day of success 
is not far distant. Look we at the men em- 
ployed—we will all admit, with grief, our 
unworthiness; but, with the painful exceptions 
from Jamaica, all are heartily engaged to 
promote the work of God. Our imperfections, 
in knowledge and grace, which have led to 
occasional disunion, are seen’ and lamented, 
and at the school of experience we learn daily 
lessons’ of wisdom and circumspection; of 
mutual forbearance and sympathy. 

If we look at the amount of labour 
bestowed, in regular and casual visits to 
many places, at stated residences and. fre- 
quented stations, in schools, in regular instruc- 
tion of the natives, in example before them, 
and the steady profession made to them, in 
the scriptures read and explained, prayer 
offered in their own tongue on their behalf, 
addresses and regular discourses in the native 
language, arguments with them without the 
aid of an interpreter; all is as seed sown. 
We gently pull up some weeds, and seek to 
destroy all; and look on each clear spot, yea 
among the grass and noxious herbs, to see if 
no wheat is yet appearing to allow us to hope 
for a speedy harvest. If we ¢onsider the 
change made in the minds of the heathen, it 
will also encourage us to hope and to trust in 
the Lord. 

Slave dealing is? now unknown between 
Africans and Europeans at those places where 
we have_stations, 

- against slavery itself, and can tell King Wil- 
ee. liam that we will pay his slaves to the full to 
themselves, and himself nothing, if he allows 
them to work for us. He allows them not- 

withstanding, and now for any particular 
work to do for himself they dare ask him 
for payment. Once only has he acted the 
tyrant in cutting off the ear of one of his 
_ women. He, like a child, confessed his crime, 
said “Call me no more aking if ever I do 
this sort of evil thing again.” When Mr. 
Merrick had some clothes stolen from~his 
> washing them at the river, 
illiam soon found out the thief, and 
up for punishment. Mr. Merrick 
Oh no eases we do not 
st tell the people not 


they are not like other people? If you steal 
the smallest thing on board ship you are tied 
up and flogged severely for it; now for two 
years Mr. Merrick has lived among us, he has 
never troubled any of you, nor done you 
injury in any way. Mind, I tell you all, 
you no go steal from Mr. Merrick nor his 
people any more,” Brother Merrick talked 
long to him, He bore all well, and in 
general whenever Mr. Merrick visits him, he 
kneels down in his presence to pray to God 
to change his heart. 

Whatja mercy that God has moved his 
heart to favour us! If he had not, when the 
Spaniards came, we might have had no quiet 
place to which to retreat. With what anxiety 
we look to this man, and to the poor Isubus, 
to see if in the dark Bight of Biafra the Lord 
will begin to work among this people ! 

April 3rd. I haye such a severe attack of 
rheumatism in my legs, and my dear wife is 
in such a low state that I know not if I can 
finish this letter to go by the Lybia, to sail 
to-morrow. I shall try to fill it up when the 


We dare speak outright 


Warree reaches. 


Sept. Ist, 1845, is indeed a serious cireu- 
lar. It is evident our income does not increase 
with our labours. We must, it would seem, 
stand at one line of action, without the imme- 
diate means to go forward, I can only mourn 
over this circular, What is £1000 per an- 
num to the increased operations of the So- 
ciety? In our present state, what are we to 
do? I see only one thing at present for me 
to do, to cease building, to store up the wood 
until your funds will allow us to go on, and 
begin no new station that involves expense, 
I can pay off all my workmen, and recom- 
mend my brethren to do the same. I 
hoped an appeal would have been made as 
soon as our trials were known, and I hope so _ 

et) 


still. If I am disappointed, I shall r 
that through necessity our labours ar 


tailed, and our spirits are pressed dow 


this land of trials, which must be fe 
understood. Rds 4 to thir 
to support, besides com 


4 In 
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you such pleasing intelligence as soon as God | all I can about a steamer, without doing any 
| appears to work upon the hearts of our fellow | good, I shall now cease. I have no hope of 
men; but it may not be until the present ;seeing one in my day, which cannot be far 
‘labourers are laid in the dust, Having said | from its close. 


HOME PROCEEDINGS. 


THE SHILLING CONTRIBUTION. 


The progress of this important movement on behalf of the Mission is such as to 
afford great encouragement, now that it is fairly begun, and to induce the with- 
drawment of an expression in a letter inserted in the last Herald respecting its 
slow and languid character, which was written under some misapprehension. 
We have the pleasure of publishing a list of places from which contributions have 
already been received, and a second list of places from which contributions have 
been promised. In many other churches the effort has been most favourably 
received, but at present we have no definite information from them. Seventy-five 
churches have contributed upwards of £450; about one hundred and twenty 
more are, to our knowledge, at work. Will all our brethren throughout the 
country at once tell us how far we may rely on their co-operation P Zs 

The committee have resolyed that it is desirable in justice to other societies 
that this effort on behalf.of the Mission should not be protracted beyond the end 
of September. The success of the plan depends upon eight hundred additional 
churches now giving their aid. We venture to re/y upon them, and on their kind- 
ness to send usa letter by the 16th of August, promising or transmitting their 
contributions. 

In August we expect to publish a further list ; and we trust that our friends 
will enable us to-furnish a cheering and decisive report. A letter from a friend 
(S.) will supply valuable hints for the efficient management of this effort in our 
respective churches and congregations. 

F, A. Cox, 
Chairman of the Sub-Committee. 


e 


Places from which Contributions have been received for the Debt, 


Aberdeen, Silver Street Brixham Farsley 
Aberfeldy Budleigh Salterton Finch Dean 
Alperton Burton Harlow oa 
Amersham Carmarthen Hawick 
Ashford Cellardyke Hengoed 
Beaulieu | Coleraine _ Highgate 
Bedale Corsley Treland, Churchesin South- 
Bedford . Dublin ern Association 
Berwick on Tweed Dunchurch Irtblingboro’ 
Bewdley Dungannon - Kettering 
Bideford . Dunmow ' Kingussie 
Blisworth Dunstable Leighton Buzzard 
Bovey Tracey Echt Limpley Stoke 
Boyle Edinburgh, Newington Little Staughton 
_ Braunston Evesham London 


Bridgnorth Bye © rv Sealers 


wad 
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Devonshire Square 
New Park Street 
Lydney 
Lymington 
Lynn 
Moate 
Moelfre 
Middleton Cheney 
Montrose 
Neath 
Paington 
Pembroke 
Perth 
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Rockingham 
Sabden 
Salendine Nook 
Shaldon 
Sharnbrook 
Shelford 
Sirhowy 
Slimbridge 
Steventon 
Stirling 

St. Ives 
Ponthrydryn 
Poulner 


Plymouth 

Rayleigh 

Sutton on Trent 
Swaffham 

Syster 

Tobermory 
Tubbermore 
Upwell 

Wantage 
Waterford 

Weston by Weedon 
Wigan, Lord Street 


Places from which Contributions are promised for the Debt. 


Abbeyleix 

Aberchirder 

Abergavenny 

Abersyston 

Aldborough 

Aldwinkle 

Armagh 

Ashford 

Astwood 

Attleborough 

Baldock 

Battersea 

Battle 

Beech Hill 

Berkhamstead 

Bideford 

Biggleswade 

Bourton near Wincanton 

Bowmore 

Boxmoor_ 

Bradford ~ 

Braintree 

Bramley 

Bratton 

Bridport 

Brighton 

Bromsgrove 

Bristol, Broadmead 
King Street 
Pithay 

Burnham (Somerset) 

Bury St. Edmunds 

Bythorn 

Chatham (Zion) 

Cheddar 

Chenies 

Colchester 


Conlig ee 


Corntown 


Corsham 
Culmstock 
Derby 
Devonport 
Diss 

Dolen 
Downton 
Edenbridge 
Edinburgh 
Elgin 
Exeter 
Falkirk 
Gloucester 
Guiting 
Hammersmith 
Harlington 
Harpole 
Haslingden 
Hereford 
Hertford 
Hook Norton 
Huntingdon 
Ipswich 
Kensington 
Kidderminster 
Kingstanley 
Kingston 
Lancaster 
Landhurst 
Lawers. 
Leamington 
Leeds 
Letterkenny 
Limerick 
Llangernyw 
Llansannan 
Lockerley 
London 


Blandford Street 


Battersea 
Church Street 
Eagle Street 
Greenwich 
Hackney 
Henrietta Street 
Islington 
Lambeth 
Salters’ Hall 
Shouldham Street 
Stepney 
Tottenham 
Vernon Chapel 
Malmsbury 
Melksham 
Milnthorpe 
Newbridge 
Newcastle 
Newcastle Emlyn 
Newton Abbott 
Norton, near Malton 
Paran (Glamorganshire) 
Paulton 
Penyfai 
Penypare . 
Redruth 
Ripon 
Roch dale 
Romsey ; 
Saffron Walden 
Salisbury 
Saltash 
Sheffield 
Shelford ah 
Shrewton 
Spark Bridge 
Speen 


- Stanningley - 
St. Albans 
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) St. Ives Tittleshall Whitchurch (Salop) 
‘ Stradbroke Trowbridge Wokingham 
Sunderland Waltham Abbey Woodside (Gloucestershire) 
/ Swansea Watford Wycombe 
| Talyrhyn Wellow Yeovil 


The following letter from a deacon of one of the churches which has promised 
a contribution will furnish encouragement and guidance probably to some others. 


My DEAR Sir, : 
According to your request I will endeavour 


| to give you the details of the plan by which we 


eo Ss oc 


| of great consequence. 


are endeavouring to accomplish effectively the 
shilling contribution to the Mission. _ Our pas- 
tor, from the pulpit on the sabbath, stated the 
necessity for the effort, and the importance of 
our uniting in it, You know how weil he per- 


{ forms a service of this nature, and I allude to 


the mode of its performance because it really is 
A slovenly, ill-digested 


| appeal would have done nothing for us on such 


| an occasion, 


He then invited the aid of two 


| glasses of collectors, and proposed, First, that 


from every family in the congregation, one of its 
younger members should volunteer to obtain 


the donations of that household and its imme- | 


diate connexions ; Secondly, that others should 
collect from individuals, members and seat- 
holders, not included in the family lists. He 
then said that some time before the end of June, 
he would invite yourself, and perhaps one or two 
other missionary friends, to spend an evening with 
the collectors, to receive then the produce of their 
labours and answer their questions, and in other 
ways impart to them information and encour- 
agement, It was thought well to add, as the 
approach of such an evening might excite 
interest, that any oné, though unenrolled, find- 
ing the opportunity of raising 10s, should be 


entitled to admission on that occasion. The 
collectors were then invited to present them- 
selves for enrolment, after the Thursday and 
Monday evening services, Before meeting them 
an alphabetical list of all the families was pre- 
pared, with room in the margin to enter against 
each its collector’s name. The good feeling of 
our young people left very few families un- 
represented. A list was then prepared of these 
and all other members of the congregation and 
church, and the attendance of the second class 
of collectors summoned, when the list was read 
through and allotted suitably to their respective 
connexions and local convenience. The plan 
may thus be expressed in three words; the 
reapers, the gleaners, and the harvest home. 
It has been our aim to apply sufficient stimulus 
to make the effort successful, and atthe same 
time avoid the evils which have made the card- 
collecting system obtrusive and objectionable, 
by employing collectors amongst those to whom 
they have natural and proper access. I have 
no doubt you will receive £100 from us, at the 
least, and that it will be done with so much ease 
and even pleasure as to leave us an improved 
organization for future occasions. 
Excuse imperfections, and believe me, 
Dear Sir, 3 
Yours faithfully, 
S. 


FOREIGN LETTERS RECEIVED, 


AFRICA jeeressecveDIMBIA. sevcsecereeveescers 


Merrick, J...... ..Feb, 18. 


CAMEROONS .sccoeeseeeeeee Clarke, J.....00....Keb. 9 to 28, 
3 CLARENCE ,,...0..+00000++4, Christian, J. W..April 2. = 


Clarke, J. .....5+ ..April 1, 2, 3 and 7. 
Prince,G.K,&ors. Dec, 20, 
Saker, A...........d0an. 26, 

Sturgeon, T.......Feb, 3 to Mar. 19, Mar. ails 


AMERICA ......... DARTMOUTH, N. 8. veeee-Hlunt, A. S, ......June 16. =: 


HALIFAX 


eevene eeveveet one 


Belcher, J....., ...May 27. 
Cramp, J. M......June 13. 3 
Nutting, J. W..,.July 1. 
Pryor, J.......0....dune 16, 


MonTREAL.., secesverssevees OULdwWood, Ju.cveee May 29, z 
New YORK sssesscseeses-Henderson, A..,..June 27, 


ASIA scsssenssesvnes DENARES ssveseoeses 
1 CALCUTTA seeeeseen 


COLOMBO ,... 


‘ sia — Dacoa capparereesvacvevsexsAvODINSON, W, ...April 22, s : = 
: oe eee = Sic, = ES 


oe eS : 


sevrevenees Dawson, C. C.....May 11. 


serves Small, G. ....-+...May 5, 
saeeseThomas, J,.,..++..April 7, May 2 and 9, 


Wenger, J.....+...May 2. 


aa 
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AUSTRALIA ,},..,PORT Parnir .,.......... Peacock, E, J....Feb. 18. 
SYDNEY -.....cecsesessesees. 5auNders, J. ..,..,.Feb. 28, 


BAHAMAS... 00000eGRAND CAY...000000+00¢eeLittlewood, W....May 15. : 
INASSAM: .o.csscseecssvevdvessCapetly FH, .c0500 «June 12. . 
Rycroft, W. K.,.June 7. 
BRITTANY......0e MORLAIX.......00se00eeeee8.. Jenkins, J.,.......June 17 and 18, 
GERMADY....... PDULZOW ccasctsostucseorive ..Busch, A. .,,......June 29, 
HONDURAS ......s BELIZE ...0.ssesceeeesveveaseeButtfield, J. P....May 13, . 
Crowe, Binccasses April —. ‘ 


Henderson, A.....May 11 and 18, 
Kingdon, J........ May 18, June 2. ‘ 
JAMAICA scossesse ANNOTTO BAY ..,csseeee--Lloyd, W.....+0...dune 3. : 

BROWn’S TOWN .isesseeesss Clark, Jesesseeeeesd une 4, : 
CALABAR w..cccceseresseoeees LiNSON, Jeuseseeeee May 19, June 1 to 5, { 
FALMOUTH .......sss000e0-Abbott, T. F.,....May 19. 
JERICHO ...cceserevesecrvversLiewett, H......... May 16. 
Montsco Bay .,,,....,....Cornford, P, H.,.June 3, 
Oxp Harpoor .,...........Laylor, H. C,....,.May 21, June 2. ‘ 
SaLTER’s HILL .......4....Dendy, W.. ......May 4, 
Stewart Town ....,....Dexter, B. B....,.June 4. 


Letters and newspapers for India ought to be sent by the Mail of the 20th o 
each month, and directed “ by Peninsular and Oriental Steam Navigation Companiiag 
Via Southampton.” The English postage should be paid. ¥ 

Letters for Indiajnot paid in this country, should be sent to the Mission Huitsed { 
Moorgate Street. k : 

Friends writing to Hayti will be good enough to remember that all letters moust 
be paid in this country, or the Post Office wil not forward them. 

Mr. Neal, of Liverpool, to whose kindness we are greatly indebted, wishes ‘us 
to inform our friends that all letters and parcels which he has had the pleasure of 
receiving from friends in England for the brethren in Africa up to June 24th, 
have been duly forwarded, the last being despatched by the “ William Botsford.” 
Those received since that date will be forwarded the first opportunity, — 


Exp ract of a letter from Rev. John Clarke, dated Clarence, Fernando Po, Dec. 24, 1845 :— 


: « Excuse me to the numerous friends to whose notes and kind remembrances I should 
3 re certainly take up all my time just now to attend to all these. I shall take 
fee ss can, I hope Saya! will not ne suas me of esp prea alenesy Z 
Beg ay 


_ ACKNOWLEDGME 
ee 


; The te ‘of the Committe are presented oe 


FOR AUGUST, 1846. 
Evtract of a letter from Rev. John Clark, 


527 


of Brown’s Town : 


My vrar Brornrr,—Allow me, through the Herald, to return my grateful acknowledg- 
i ments to the ladies at King Street, Bristol, Amersham, and Cambridge, for boxes of useful 
i articles, for the benefit of the schools under my care; also to Miss R. D. Alexander, 
| Ipswich ; Miss Forster, Tottenham; the Sunday School Union and the Religious Tract Society, 


| for school materials and reward- books, tracts, and broad-sheets. 


Be kind enough, also, to 


i acknowledge the generous donations towards the stations at Brown’s Town and Salem, and 


i the school-house at Buxton, 


CONTRIBUTIONS, 


J. Crarx, 


Received on account of the Baptist Missionary Society, during the month of 


_ ANNUAL COLLECTIONS In LoNDON 
AND ITS VICINITY. | 

: £3. de 

Artillery Street........00 

MeO conmawiaiesssst0s 614 0 

Hampstead, Bethel Cha- 

pel, Holly Bush Hill 2 2 0 

Keppel Bireetaercwirsymker 7-2 20 
Annual Subscription. 

Pritchard, Rey. G. ws 010 6 


ses) 


~ Donations. 


American and Foreign 
“Bible Society, for 
— Pranslations ..+.+...+..412 16 10 
Bible Translation Soci- 
**_ ety; for do.........-...500 0 0 
IO: for Fernandian —_ 
ie UO Fak ities soso . 50 0 0 
©. B., Produce of Silver 
ALC scesevvevverensneenee | 
eeebidsAscd. prouoncon es 
‘Hatch, Mr. J. J., Friday ; 
fs ‘Street, for SCHOOLS. .+0e+ : 
ai ary 
“to ONDON AND Mropursex 
i, AUXITIARIES. 


| b ontrib tons by Miss 


an oo 
on am 
20 of 


CUCU COUOUUUOUULCn 


Sits 
1 1 7 | Sheffora— 


June, 1846. 


Dunstable— 
Contributions, for Out. 


APN Neen en ene eeeeeeere 


Collection (moiety)’... 


BUCKINGHAMSHIRE, 


Olney— 


CollectionS......0ree0. 10 4 


Contributions 


wee eerees 


5 0 


Do., Sunday School 0 18 


Ravyenstone— 


Contributions sersseree 
: << 


seat 


| Shortwood— 


Contributions, _ eo 


. Master Flint and 
»Miss Leonard ... 


= 


= Hanersuin. 
= ls ersey—_ 


Cornish, Mn E Charles, 


is 8-6. 
Do., Sunday School iL 0 0 


by Dr, Rowand L: 


LANCASHIRE. | 


- Society, for Jwmnaica 
heological Institu-— 
1 


—_——— 


| Liverpool, on account...250 0 0 
Nat Ladies’ Negro’s Friend . 


: & 3d 
Ringstead— 

Sunday School, for 

DOUG erscevesnvsinrsavyesie Ween 


NorrinGHAMSHIRE, 


Newark— > 
Contelbatiogs soz ou 1 0 0 


——- 


SOMERSETSHIRE, — 


126 Bristol— 


Balance of Contribu- | : 
Aions, 1845 .....0.00.184 7 3 
On account for 1846...377 li 


_ SrAFFORDSHIR 


Ashton under Lyne— 
Contributions seaaeee Yy 18 12 


—_—— 


Wasa, Saget 
: Warminster, palance .. wel Cle 0 
YORKSHIRE, 


-Bradford— 
Brogden, wont Fsq...150 0 0 


hey 
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CONTRIBUTIONS, 


Received on account of the DEBT of the Baptist Missionary Society, wp to 
July 20, 1846. 
£ s. d,| Poulner— £ 8.d, SOUTH WALES. 
/LonpDoN AND MIDDLESEX. Rutter, Mr. T..,..00 1 0 0 CARMARTHENSHIRE. 


Carmarthen— BZ 2rd: 
A Wesleyan ee (cage ees aa 
pee Oe 01 HUNTINGDONSHIRE. Williams, Mrs... 1 0 0 


SE. Lves-.cosssccsesaneeresioteg eae 0 


Camberwell . GLAMORGANSHIRE. 


Devonshire Sc mare ....%. 16 5 - 
New Park a Bees 39 16 LANCASHIRE. Hengoedereessereereseereses 2 0 
<s aan] SAD AOM +e ep csatvesseeceneet Oo, (Ole 
BeoToR pean Eee Diierayn <acemaet ae 
- NorFoLk. ¢ LYN scsccveventeeee 
a 210 2 | Lyf Geawsteceveeecisne 9 10 "0 | SHOW cre we 613 0 
0 


Sharnbrook 
Steyenton .... NorTHAMPTONSHIRE. PEMBROKESHIRE. 
Bli Pembroke ....c0cteeee 3 6 6 
B IB WOrth ages 20 0 
SEE Kettering -sicsccesstiserens 1D 800 rear 
Wantago- (ancien 9-050 Weston by Weedon ... 214 0 SCOTLAND. 
Sa Aberdeen, Silver Street ao 


0 NorTHUMBERLAND. Aberfeldy .....0scerereesees 


Ralngteonsrevsvecncvswucnpes Berwi Echt ae 
TWi bf ba Ge Sevens 1 Serre reere eerie! Pretend 
Plymouth . BS he 5238) painbargh. by Rev. O 


Shaldonscachacvwiscesiese 1 28> 0 Clarks io. encaguee 0 
Tavistock— Bye SE fee, ote Kingarta 
Windeaily Mrgaue 10 0 SGT RS Se eee 


oorRoSmD 


DEVONSHIRE. 


; ‘WARWICKSHIRE. 
DUNGHULCh ssc avecevsecacs 2 0-0 


Harlow . 


Rayleigh... Syster, near Wick ...... 


Tobermory ........+ sevveveda 


W oRCESTERSHIRE. 


GLOUCESTERSHIRE, Bewdley véccccannecwsro =3n0 see 
Boyle sresescesrecsseserereees 


ESVONEY— cn sccarmnreteesentexs aro 
Slimbridge.......0008 O 5 


YORKSHIRE, 
Bishop Burton— 
Sedgwick, Miss........ 1 
Salendine Nook ........ 8 


0 0 = 
0 0 | Waterford .vvscrsee.seseeyes 


7 


5 ERRATA, ANNUAL REPORT, 1846. , 
The total of Contributions from the undermentioned ames should be as follow : 


~ Page 69 Regent Street, Lambeth iid Heooenv et otooe 
= 79 Liverpool ......... 
SAPO aed 80 Manchester ieee 


ee 


IRISH CHRONICLE, 


Oe An 


SUCCESS AND ITS DIFFICULTIES. 


__ Let no one think lightly of these. Difficulties arising out of success! Surely 
that cannot be! so it is; and they are great, and often embarrass those who have 
the conduct of Missionary Societies. While the work is going on in the field 
there is necessarily an increase of expenditure, if the ground that is won is to be 
held. And at home, perhaps, the means of carrying on the holy war, and of 
sending fresh supplies, are not augmenting. Go on, and you increase your debt. 
Go back, and you seem to abandon duty, and leave souls to perish. 

Read again, we pray you, that you may see somewhat of the case, Mr, 

Mulhern’s letter about Banbridge, in the last Chronicle. Is that no difficulty? 
A School-house must be built at Dunmore, where a fishing colony has been 
established, and many English families are located. A reader and school-master 
was sent to them some twelve months ago. The mission has prospered.” The 
premises in which the school is held, is far too small; and shortly our friends 
must vacate it. Mr. Hardeastle is doing all he can to get a plot _of ground, and 
friends are helping ; but they cannot do all. Here is another difficulty, since the 
Committee will have to assist them, or the cause be given up. 
_ At Athlone Mr. Williams of Bristol College, who spent his last vacation in 
Connaught, where he laboured with so much: success, writes to say that he is in. 
the dilemma of having a congregation, which is rapidly increasing, and when his 
time is expired what is to be done? And the Rev. Edward Allen, Presbyterian 
minister of that town, strongly urges our opening a school there. What is to be 
done? Is this no difficulty? 

There is no prospect, at present, of the Society’s income so increasing as to meet 
these demands. Indeed, within these two past years, the expenditure in Ireland 
has been reduced more than £200 per annum: reduction must not go farther if it 
can possibly be avoided. We are quite aware that extra efforts are being made 
to extricate our other missionary institutions from their pecuniary embarrassments, _ 
but if through these efforts the Irish Society suffers, no good is done. Tt bas 
suffered in some quarters already. We pray our friends to remember that in this: 
case, they are not contributing the amount, but we are. It issimply taking out of 

one pocket and putting into another. We trust this hint will be enough. Mean- 
while how are the Committee to overcome the difficulties which arise out of 


success ? = 
ea ra : ss = 
: = 


in which we are attacked as Sadducees ! It” 
emanates too from a clergyman, and of course 

| the people will believe it. To many, its _ 
| “ wormwood and gall” will be“ sweeter than 
honey and the honeycomb.” But the morning — 
is coming ; and the ight will confound the 
inventors and abettors of such calumnies, 


Mr. Eccurs writes ag one who is not 
unduly elated by success, nor depressed 
by opposition. His letter speaks of 
INCREASE AND OPPOSITION. 
T last wrote, I mentioned an increase 
ers to our fellowship as a church. 
rd’s day we received a lady of most == eee” oe 
ones a eeetine = i: The report of the Dunmore station 
around I am well | Continues to afford great encouragement. 
pairs a | The -Society’s operations there, have < 
stimulated others to follow in the same 
eourse, though it is much to be feared < 


s| from a spirit of opposition, But eee 
| this is a proof that our ag the - 


‘+; 


530 


labouring diligently. Mr. Me. Clure 


speaks of his 
ENCOURAGING PROSPECTS. 


The attendance at our public services has 
been much as usual during the past month. 
The schools are doing well. We have sixty 
on the roll of the daily schoo]. I have also 
succeeded in obtaining thirteen weekly sub- 
scribers to the Society ; and I expect to get 
a few more. The high church party seem 
determined to oppose us vigorously. The 
following is the average attendance of the 
congregations and schools during the month. 


Lord’s day Morning......... oasee 0 

— Evening,.........+..- 56 
Thursday Evening... ..........+ 30 
Sabbath-school .......4.se02eeeees 32 
Day-schoolisyad iss panna, secacncaeee 46 
Visits paid .........5. smagaenicas Hee 67 


© Joun Taxsot reads through an exten- 
sive district, and has been long enough 
at the work to form a just opinion of the 
change in the feelings of the people, 
respecting the reading of the seriptures. 
With feelings of gratitude and joy he 
describes 
THE GREAT CHANGE, 

The barrier that was between the people 
and the scriptures is broken down. I find 
there is nothing more answerable in this 
neighbourhood than to have the Douay and 
English versions together, and to compare 
them. In every house where I do this, they 
have just as much liking for one as the 
other. In some places it seems to me that 
the Israelites could not be more glad of the 
manna, than the people are when I distribute 
bibles and testaments among them. One man 
from R——. asked me whether I would join 
with him and a few others to buy a Douay 
bible? I said I would ; and when I next go 
there IT hope to take it to them. Another 
man in the same place has given up Popery, 
and is not hiding his talent, 


Pat Brennan after describing the 
opposition he meets with from protestant 
clergymen, which awakens his surprise, 
gives an account of his month’s labour. 
An extract or two will show the kind 
and ingenious methods our readers adopt 


to present the truth to the ignorant 


Romanists, 

, THE WAY TO BE RICH AND HAPPY FOR EVER. 
“TI went to visit a poor man who was very 
ill. As I entered his cabin, he seemed 
surrounded with the signs of deep poverty. 
Z spoke to him, and at length said, “If Lord 


Lorton: came and told you that he was 


preparing a place for you, and would soon 


come and take you there, when you left this | | 


IRISH CHRONICLE. 


cabin would it not make you happy?” “Oh 
yes,” said he. ‘ Well then,” I replied, “ the 
Lord of life and glory tells his followers, that 
he is preparing a place for them ; and I will 
read all about it for you.” “ Do Sir,” said 
he. I opened at 14th John, and read it in 
Irish for him. No one could appear more 
delighted than he was, while thus employed. 
I have seen him since, and hope the Lord has 
given him a desire for his word. 


THE BIBLE AND THE PRIEST, 


On my way last week, I visited a man to 
whom I gave a bible some time ago. I am 
delighted to find that he and his whole family 
were reading and getting acquainted with its 
contents, He told me that his priest came to 
him to reprove him for distributing these 
protestant tracts, and threatened if he did not 
desist, to call him out in the chapel. “If 
you do,” said the man, “I will not trouble 
you or your chapel any more!” “ What 
then, are yon going to become a. dipper 2” 
“T would wish,” was the reply, “to become 
a Christian.” ‘‘ Oh,” said the priest, “ that is 
as much as to say we are not Christians,” 
“Tf you are a Christian,” answered the man, 
“why are you against the reading of God's 
word.” ‘ Well,” said he, “ I will allow you 
to read it, but don’t be speaking to others 
about it.” “TI will not promise that,” said 
the poor man, “for I should be a bad neigh- 
bour, if I saw my friend’s house on fire, and 
did not warn him.” “Oh,” rejoined the 
priest, “I was in doubt of you for some 
time. I will warn the flock to beware of 
you,” And he went off in a rage. But these 
show that the Lord will not suffer his word te 
return void. 


— 


The poor people who have been in the 
habit of reading the scriptures in secret 
are now becoming bold, and openly 
avow it. Sometimes we hear of such 
facts as the following. 


A LITTLE TALK’.WITH A PRIEST, 


After a service held recently in my house, 
writes Mr. M‘Apam, I fell into a serious con- 
versation with a Romanist ; and endeavoured 
to show him that the doctrines of his church 
were novel and unscriptural ; asking him if 
he could tell me what authority his priest had 
for publicly stating that no Protestant could 
enter heaven? “ Certainly,” he observed, 


“the priest declares that; but I do not. 
| believe all he says. The other day I was in 
priest C——’g house at K—, and I took 


out the testament and read some chapters. 
* What book is that you are reading,” said he, 
‘ The holy testament,’ said I, ‘and I have rea 
it over and over, and could never find an 


r, I see God is 


ie 


thing said against protestants ; but only g 
; scter of persons; and 
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yp all who repent and believe in Christ will go 

* to heaven.’ ‘ How dare you,’ he asked, ‘take 
up the testament and read it?’ *‘ Because I 
like it, sir, and all I read is good.’ He was 
very angry and forbid me read any more.” I 
am glad, however, to know that this poor man 
despises the command, and greatly delights to 
talk of Jesus and his love to sinners, His 
wife comes very often to my house to see 
mine, and talk with her about salvation. In 
spite of all the priests can do, they cannot 
entirely prevent the people, who have eyes 
and ears, from hearing the words of eternal 
life. 


There are signs of the same spirit in 
the metropolis where Tuomas Dorry 
labours. His journal is indeed full of 
them. A specimen or two will be read 
with pleasure. 


NOT PROSELYTISM BUT CONVERSION, 


I was surprised at seeing one of the persons 
whom I visit, at our morning service. On 
telling him how glad I was, he said, “ Why 
you never told me to come, else I might long 
ago.” I explained to him that I rather 
wished the word of God to make its own 
impression, than to proselyte, which I wished 
ever to avoid; he said, perhaps you are 
right, and it may be the best way, for prose- 
lyting cannot be carried on without danger. 
© Well, but how do yon like our mode of 
worship,’ I inquired. ‘As to that part of it 
now gone through, I cannot but think well of 
it ; still I would desire not to say more until 
I see how you have baptism and the Lord’s 
supper.’ 
mined to exercise his own judgment, and to 
try the spirits whether they be of God, 


TRANSUBSTANTIATION, 


Another person came to me last week 
saying he had read himself nearly blind, in 
order to become perfect master of the theory 
of this doctrine. ‘Then you admit it still 
wants demonstration ?”” ‘ Yes, indeed,” said 
he, ‘unless the words This is my body, be 
taken literally, for on that the fate of the 
doctrine rests.’ ‘ Well,’ I observed, ‘I think 
we could settle that point in a few words. 

- Who spoke these words, Jesus Christ, or the 
‘bread he had, as you suppose, just then 
changed?” ‘Oh, it was Christ who said 
them of the bread.” “Then you see if the 
db was really changed, it ought to have all 
SS utes and faculties of a perfect living 
nd you ought to be able to prove that 
nd could exercise th 


This man therefore, seems deter-— 


em at will.” He. | 


My 


531 


He. “ But Christ did not eat the bread, he 
would not eat himself.” I. “But if your 
doctrine be true, he could as well eat himself, 
as take himself up in his hands and present 
himself to each of the apostles, to be eaten 
by them, whilst at the same time he was 
standing whole and entire before them !” He. 
“Then the words must be taken figuratively 
after all,” : 

My visits during the last six weeks have 
been 208. I have distributed seven bibles, and 
nine testaments, to importunate applicants, 
Each Saturday is spent in the distribution of 
tracts. On Sunday afternoon I often meet 
a class of young men, in a private room, to 
instruct them in the Irish scriptures.” 


— 


The next extracts are from the journal 
of Jonn Monacuan, who labours the 
other side of Ireland. 


ARROGANCE REBUKED. 


The Rey. Mr. W of C called 
a few days since at a house where I am in 
the habit of visiting, and inquired if the 
bible-reader was used to call there. Being 
answered yes, he talked largely upon apos- 
tolical succession, telling them that none had 
a right to explain the scriptures, but those 
who were regularly ordained, according to the 
practice of the established church. The man 
calmly told him that they did not question 
his ordination, but that their great anxiety 
was to know their state before God, and as 
sinful creatures to learn the way of salvation 
from his holy word. And adding that he 
thought if his reverence had employed his 
time in reading the scriptures, and stating the 
gospel as the bible readers did, that it would 
be the best way to prove his apostolic ordi- 


nation ; for he had learned from the bible 


that the apostles did so. This was too much 
for his reverence to bear, and he turned off 
declaring he would note him as a worthless 
schismatic in the parish ! 
LIGHT SPREADS. _ 
The scriptures are indeed at this time in 


better circulation than for a long time past; 
tracts are more thankfully received by the — 
people in general, Romanists as well as-Pro-_ 
testants, and when read are always safely 


returned, and exchanged for others. 


ve 


dant, and not without encouraging suc- 
cess. We find since the last report that 
| THE CHURCH HAS INCREASED, 


the Lord seems to favour us, 
haye been filled up, I recem 
man who has been graciously 1 


aroug. deep waters of afiliction, and 
ay I baptized another. These, and 


= = 


Mr, Hamizton’s labours in the Ballina — 
| and Sligo districts, have been very abun- 


- Though wehave suffered loss by death 


a 
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had been a member at Coolaney, have been j 


added to our number. Another has applied 
for baptism, of whom we hope favourably ; 


put having left the church of Rome, we wait | 


a little, being anxious for full and satisfactory 
evidence. 
GOING OUT TO SOW. 

I went to Sligo on Monday, and preached 
two miles beyond it, the same evening. 
Next morning I was requested to baptize a 
pious female, who desired to obey Christ in 
that ordinance, Having*engaged to preach 
in Boyle that evening, and at Coolaney the 
next, I arranged to return on Thursday, 
which I did, and baptized the lady in the 
river, at some distance from the town. A 
few others are speaking of following the 
example of this lady. I returned yesterday 
much fatigued, but very thankful that the 
Lord had given me favour in the eyes of 
many new friends. What a pity that we have 
not a missionary placed in this district ! 


Mr. M‘Carrny after an interesting 
tour gives an account of his observations. 
The fruit of his labours continues to 
appear. 

THE INSPECTION, 

My four main stations are not only 
working well but some are improving. The 
school at Tullamore has had another priestly 
reaping ; but we do not mind this, as it will 
retrieve itself again. The children will come 
to it, and the parents will have it so. 

Just before I left home a Romanist called 
on me to borrow a bible, and continues to 
read it attentively. I lately dined at the 
house of an intelligent Romanist lady, and 
while her guests were enjoying themselves, 
we were in another part of the house earnest- 
ly investigating some of the fundamental 


doctrines of religion. The grand delusion of | 


Popery is, a denial of the doctrine of justifi- 
cation by faith alone. She seemed to know 
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better. Here are her own words, “I disbelieve 
the doctrine of human merit. Our works are 
imperfect and worthless, The sacrifice of 
Christ is infinite, and upon its merits I rest 
my hope.” Ihave met hundreds of Protes- 
tants whose faith was not so sound and clear as 
this. 

We beg to call very serious attention 
to Mr. Berry’s statements, because they 
afford indications of a new state of 
things, and indicate a vast change is 
gradually being produced in the Roman 
Catholic mind. 


NEW VIEWS. 


Last week I was discussing the doctrines 
of purgatory and extreme unction, with an 
intelligent Romanist. I was surprised to hear 


him say, “I neither believe nor reject these 
doctrines, though entertained by the Church. 
The blood of Christ alone-can wash away my 
sins. If they are efficacious, they will do 
me good; if not, as I don’t trust in them, 
they can do me no harm.” J asked whether 
these views were peculiar to himself. He 
said “ No ;” and mentioned J. M. who died 
recently, and refused to send for a priest, and 
whose end was peace. 

This is new to me. From all I can hear 
in reply to inquiries suggested by this, I find 
the number of this class of Romanists is 
increasing. When once a Romanist begins 
to doubt the authority of his church, these 
doubts will be succeeded by inquiry and 
conyiction. 

INCREASED ACTIVITY. 

The Wesleyans are circulating tracts, as 
well as the Church folk. The Romanists, 
always active, are now circulating religious 
books, They are all opposing the spread of 
our principles. This activity will do good, 
and shows that increased attention is awakened. 
by our efforts, and is a sure sign that truth is 
spreading, and will ultimately prevail. 
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